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Lesson 95

Nehemiah - Rebuilding the Walls
The Book of Nehemiah, chapters 1 through 3

Memory Verse
“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.”
- Psalm 127:1

Sad News

In the book of Nehemiah, we meet with another high-ranking Jew whom the Lord used to
help his people. Nehemiah was a cupbearer at the court of King Artaxerxes in Shushan, in charge
of serving wine to the king. About thirteen years after Ezra returned to Jerusalem, Nehemiah was
visited by his brother Hanani, who came all the way from Jerusalem to the capital city of Shushan.
The news he brought from Jerusalem was not good. Although the temple was completed, the
walls and gates were still in ruin, and the people of the city were exposed to the harassment and
persecution of the Samaritans and other hostile neighbors.

The King’s Cupbearer

Nehemiah’s reaction shows his love for God’s honor and God’s people. Nehemiah “wept and
mourned certain days, and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven” (Nehemiah 1:4). While
he was serving the king, Nehemiah could not hide his sorrow. When the king saw it, he asked to
know the reason for it, so Nehemiah told him about the terrible state of God’s people in Jerusalem.
King Artaxerxes asked him “For what dost thou make request?”” So Nehemiah prayed first, then he
boldly asked for permission to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls. Nehemiah also asked for letters
of protection and permission to cut timber from the king’s forest. And the king agreed, “according
to the good hand of my God upon me,” he writes (Nehemiah 2:8).

An Introduction

Nehemiah arrived safely in Jerusalem accompanied by the king’s captains and horsemen. He
gave the king’s letters to the governors, and reports that Sanballat, the governor, and Tobiah the
Ammonite were grieved that someone came to help the Jews. He waited a few days, then he went
out quietly at night to inspect the walls. After seeing the ruins for himself, he called the rulers of
the city and introduced himself. He showed the king’s letters and told them how God had guided
him there to help rebuild the walls. Nehemiah’s offer was received with enthusiasm! Not only
the people of Jerusalem, but also Jews from Jericho, Gibeon, Mizpah and other places flocked
to Jerusalem to volunteer their time and skills. Nehemiah needed all his organizational skills to
coordinate this huge task.



Opposition

Chapter four begins, “But it came to pass.” When Sanballat the governor of Samaria saw
the progress made on the wall, he became alarmed and angry. “It grieved them exceedingly that
a man was come to seek the welfare of the children of Israel” (Neh. 2:10). As they rode along
the wall, Sanballat and his men loudly ridiculed the builders and their efforts. Sanballat soon
realized that Nehemiah was the driving force behind the rebuilding efforts. It was Nehemiah
who encouraged the builders and organized everything. In various ways, Sanballat then tried to
lure Nehemiah away from the city so that they could ambush and kill him. When this failed too,
Sanballat asked the help of the Ammonites, the Arabians and the Philistines and agreed on a time
when they would attack the city from all sides. By the Lord’s blessing, Nehemiah was warned.
He quickly organized an effective defence, which caused the enemies to withdraw.

Depending on the Lord

Nehemiah was clearly a gifted man, the right man at the right time for the task. As we
read the book of Nehemiah, we notice how Nehemiah boldly and decisively took the needed
measures. We also notice that he generously gives credit, and in chapter 3 mentions by name
all the men and women who helped in any way. As Nehemiah encouraged the builders, he
continually pointed away from himself. “Remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and
fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses” (Nehemiah
4:14). Nehemiah clearly felt his dependence upon the Lord, and we hear him time and again
sighing in prayer, “Hear, O our God, for we are despised, and turn their reproach upon their own
head” (Nehemiah 4:4). “Think upon me, my God, for good” (Nehemiah 5:19). “Remember me,
O my God, concerning this also” (Nehemiah 13:22). Clearly Nehemiah had learned the truth of
John 15:5, “Without me ye can do nothing,” and Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Review Questions

Nehemiah chapter 1

1. What did Hanani tell Nehemiah about Jerusalem? (Fill in the missing words)

The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the are in great
and : the of Jerusalem also is
. and the thereof are with

2. What was Nehemiah’s response? (Fill in the missing words)

1 down and , and certain days, and , and
before the God of




Nehemiah chapter 2

3. What did Nehemiah call the city of Jerusalem when he was talking to the King?
a. The capital city of my country
b. The city of David our King
c. The place of my father’s sepulcher
d. God’s chosen city

4. When the king asked Nehemiah what he would like, Nehemiah did what?
a. Pondered how he should answer
b. Bowed down before the king
c. Quietly prayed to the Lord
d. Poured the king a glass of his best wine

5. What did king Artaxerxes NOT send along with Nehemiah?
a. Letters to the governors
b. A letter to the keeper of the forest
c. A letter to Sanballat the Horonite

d. Captains of the army and horsemen

Discussion Questions

Nehemiah chapter 3

6. What four words do you see repeated, when you read Nehemiah 3, verses 10, 23, 28, 29, 30?
Why do you think Nehemiah gave them that piece of wall to repair?




7. Read Nehemiah 4:2, 4:8, 6:5—7 and 6:10—11. In what four ways did the enemies try to stop the
building of the wall?

8. Read Nehemiah 4:4, 4:14, 4:16 and 6:3. In what four ways did Nehemiah resist the enemy’s
attempts?

9. First the temple was rebuilt, and then the walls. How can this be compared to justification and
sanctification?

(The Westminster Larger Catechism, Question #77 asks, “Wherein do justification and
sanctification differ?” The Answer, “God in justification imputeth the righteousness of Christ; in
sanctification his Spirit infuseth grace, and enableth to the exercise thereof; in the former, sin is
pardoned; in the other, it is subdued.”)




