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Lesson 94

Ezra - The Scribe
The Book of Ezra, chapters 7 through 10

Memory Verse
“O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to thee, my God:
for our iniquities are increased over our head,
and our trespass is grown up unto the heavens.’
- Ezra 9:6

)

Introduction

After had tempted Adam and Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and
they fell in sin, the Lord told the devil that the seed of the woman would bruise his head (Genesis
3:15). For the next four thousand years, the devil did all he could to prevent the Savior from being
born. Often he incited hatred and persecution. More often though, Satan used subtle methods.
Many times he tempted the Israelites to commit terrible sins to provoke the Lord to punish them.
In Ezra chapters 7 through 10, we read of another subtle attempt by Satan to prevent the coming
of the promised Messiah.

Backsliding

There were fifty years between the end of Ezra chapter 6, when the temple was rebuilt, and
the beginning of chapter 7, when Ezra arrived. During that fifty years, much had happened. The
Jews had lost much of their zeal. There was backsliding and indifference. And worse yet, there was
intermarriage with the Gentiles. In fact, the priests and Levites, the princes and rulers were the first
ones to marry heathen girls. The devil had successfully used this tactic to mingle the family of Seth
and the family of Cain before the flood. Using this same tactic, the devil was able to bring down
the strongest man, Samson, and the wisest man, Solomon. Now he would try to corrupt the nation
from which Christ must be born.

Ezra the Scribe

Just at this time, back in Babylon, the Lord stirred up the heart of a captive Jewish scribe named
Ezra. The Lord inspired him to travel to Jerusalem to inquire how his brethren were doing, and
“to teach in Israel statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10). Studying and compiling the Old Testament
Bible books must have filled Ezra’s heart with love for God’s people. He longed to see the house of
God, and to guide the Jews in the truths of God’s Word. Ezra went to King Artaxerxes with a bold
request to travel there. Not only did the king give him permission, but he also gave Ezra treasures
of silver and gold. He allowed Ezra to gather together a large group of Jews to accompany him, and
gave him authority to appoint judges in the land of Israel. All this made Ezra cry out: “Blessed be
the LORD God of our fathers which had put such a thing as this in the king’s heart” (Ezra 7:27).



One thing Ezra did not ask for was a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect them along the way.
He was ashamed to do so, because he had told the king that “the hand of our God is upon all them
for good that seek Him” (Ezra 8:22). Instead, Ezra and the thousands of Jews who joined him,
fasted and prayed to God, “to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our
substance” (Ezra 8:21).

Shocked at Sin

The Lord protected them on the long journey, and they safely arrived in Jerusalem! But then
Ezra learned the sad news of the inter-marrying that was taking place between the Jews and the
heathen Samaritans. Realizing the seriousness of this sin, Ezra hurried to the temple, where he tore
his garments, pulled hair from his head and beard, and sat down in shock to mourn for an entire
day. Then, at the time of the evening sacrifice, he fell on his knees and prayed: “O my God, [ am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face unto thee, my God, for our iniquities are increased over our
head, and our trespasses grown up unto the heavens” (Ezra 9:6). In the rest of chapter 9, we read
of how Ezra poured out his heart before the Lord, confessing their sins.Four years later, the temple
was completed. How the Jews must have rejoiced! “The children of Israel... kept the dedication of
this house of God with joy” (Ezra 6:16). Indeed, “the Lord had made them joyful” (Ezra 6:22). If
you have ever experienced the joy of undeserved salvation, or even the joy of feeling that the Lord
takes notice of you, you know how this joy thrills you, and deeply humbles you at the same time.
This joy runs deeper than any other possible joy on earth.

In chapters 9 and 10, we see examples of true repentance. True repentance is caused by a new
love to God being awakened by the Holy Spirit in the heart. With this new love comes a new hate
against all that grieves and opposes God. The painful discovery of our sinful nature makes the
sacrifice of Christ so precious. This was true in the Old Testament, and it is still true today in every
heart touched by the grace of God in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Review Questions

Ezra chapter 7

1. King Artaxerxes made a decree. (Write TRUE or FALSE after each statement).
* Any priest or Levite could go along with Ezra (verse 13).
e Ezra went to Jerusalem to see if the Jews kept the law of the king (verse 14).
* The king freely gave him silver and gold for the house of God (verses 15, 16).
* Any extra costs could be charged to the king’s treasure house (verse 20).
* Ezra could charge up to a hundred measures of salt (verse 22).
* People who worked in the temple did not have to pay taxes (verse 24).
e Ezra could appoint magistrates and judges in the land beyond the river (verse 25).

*  Whoever did not follow this decree would be stoned (verse 26).



Ezra chapters 8 and 9

2. Ezra did not want to ask the king for a guard because
a. Ezra had told the king about the Lord
b. The king might doubts Ezra’s faith
c. The king might doubts God’s power
d. All of the above

3. Fill in the verse numbers from chapter 9 where we read these petitions.

__ “Omy God, I am ashamed and blush...”

“for our iniquities have we... been delivered into the hand of the kings of the lands.”
“Grace hath been showed from the LORD our God.”

“God... hath extended mercy unto us... to set up the house of our God.”

“we have forsaken thy commandments.”

“Thou our God hast punished us less than our iniquities deserve.”

“should we again break thy commandments and join in affinity with the people of

these abominations?”

“O LORD God of Israel, thou art righteous.”

Discussion Questions

4. In Ezra chapters 9 and 10, we see examples of true repentance because of love for God. Name

some other people in the Bible who showed true repentance?

5. Name some people in the Bible who showed some repentance, but were not motivated by love

to God? What was it that motivated their repentance?




6. Do you think Ezra was right to require the men to divorce their heathen wives?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:12—13. Explain how this is different today.




