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Lesson 87

The Three Friends in the Fiery Furnace
The Book of Daniel, chapter 3

Memory Verse
“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers,
they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. ”—Isaiah 43:2

The Image of Gold

In chapter 2, we read how Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of a great image with a head of gold. In
chapter 3, we also read of a great image, this one a real one constructed at the command of the king
in the plain of Dura outside of Babylon. We don’t know if the shape was similar to the image the
king had seen in his dream, but in one way it was different. Not only the head, but the entire image
was made of gold. Perhaps Nebuchadnezzar, filled with pride because of all his recent victories,
was proclaiming to all that his kingdom would indeed last forever. All the important rulers and
officials from all the conquered territories were ordered to come to the plain for a huge dedication
feast in honor of the statue, which may have represented Bel, the chief god of Babylon. Then came
the grand moment of the feast. As soon as the band started playing, everyone gathered in the plain
united together in falling down and worshiping the image. Everyone except for three men.

Refusing to Bow

At the end of Daniel chapter 2, we read that Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego—their Babylonian names—had received important positions in the province of
Babylon. Therefore they could not refuse to attend. They listened to the instructions given by the
king’s herald, and saw the fiery furnace which the herald pointed out would be the fate of anyone
who refused to join in worshiping the image. Why did they not bow? Their important positions
allowed them to do much good for their own people. Should they throw away their lives and their
good influence? Surely God would know that in their hearts they would never serve anyone but
him.

When they were brought before the king, Nebuchadnezzar even gave them a second chance!
However, the three friends did not waver. They said to the king, “We are not careful to answer thee
in this matter.” They did not feel the need to explain or excuse themselves. Bowing to the image
would clearly be a sin against God’s commandments. No threats or promises could change their
mind about obeying the God they loved. “Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace,” they said, “But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” Probably no one had ever stood up
to the proud king in this way before. With his face contorted with rage, Nebuchadnezzar ordered



the furnace to be heated seven times hotter. It became so hot that in the act of throwing the three
friends into the furnace, the servants of the king were themselves killed by the terrible heat.

Saved from the Fiery Furnace

Nebuchadnezzar was content. No one would challenge his authority after this! But he was in
for the biggest shock of his life. God would make clear to the proud king and all his subjects that
“the Most High ruleth,” and “all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing” (Daniel 4:32,
35). When Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery furnace sometime later, he saw moving figures!
To his astonishment he realized it was Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego walking in the fire
unharmed. And he also saw a fourth figure, who looked like the Son of God! “Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth,” the astonished king cried out. How
people must have crowded around the three friends after they came out. No hair was singed! There
was not even the smell of smoke! No wonder the deeply impressed king cried out, “Blessed be the
God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who had sent his angel, and delivered his servants that
trusted in him.” The feast which was intended for the honor of the god of Nebuchadnezzar, ended
in honor of the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—the Lord God Almighty.

What a great demonstration of love and faithfulness to God! Do you have such love and
faithfulness which would enable you to make a bold stand for the Lord? Peter’s denial of his
Master in the hall of Caiaphas clearly shows us that we can never do so in our own strength, but
only when the Holy Spirit fills us with that love. Notice the boldness of the same Peter at the feast
of Pentecost. The Lord Jesus said, “How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him” (Luke 11:13).

Review Questions

1. Who did Nebuchadnezzar gather together for the feast of dedication?

b b b b b

s , and all

2. What was the signal for everyone to bow?
a. When the king entered
b. When the music started
c. When the statue was unveiled
d. When the herald said so

3. Who accused Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego before the King?




4. The three friends were accused of all these things except one. What were they not accused of?
(Daniel 2:12)

a. Not coming to the feast
b. Not regarding the King
c. Not serving his gods

d. Not worshiping the golden image

5. What question did the king ask the three friends in Daniel 2:15?

6. What did Shadrach Meshach and Abednego NOT say to the king?
a. God was able to deliver them from the burning fiery furnace.
b. They would not be burned.
c. God would deliver them out of the king’s hand.

d. They would not serve his gods, nor worship the golden image.

7. Fill in the blanks from the scripture.

He answered and said, Lo, I see men , in the
midst of the , and they have no , and the of the
is like the of

8. Who was the fourth man that Nebuchadnezzar saw in the furnace?

Discussion Questions

1. In question 5, you wrote down the question which the king asked the three friends. How does
the king answer his own question at the end of the chapter?

2. Nebuchadnezzar’s anger was fierce, and the fiery furnace very hot. Who did the three friends
fear more? Why? Look up Matthew 10:28.




3. The three friends did come to the feast. They did not bow to the image. What does this
chapter teach us about obedience to authorities?




