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Lesson 75

A Succession of Kings
The Second Book of the Kings, chapters 11 thru 15,
and the Second Book of Chronicles, chapters 22 thru 27

Memory Verse

“He departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,
who made Israel to sin.”

2 Kings 14:24b

Historical Summary

When Jehoram king of Judah died, his youngest son Ahaziah reigned in his stead, but only for
one year, because he was soon killed by Jehu. Ahaziah’s sons were too young to reign, and his
brothers had all died, so it seemed there was no one who could become the next king. Ahaziah’s
mother Athaliah was the granddaughter of Ahab and Jezebel, and she was a Baal worshipper.
When she heard Ahaziah was dead, she developed a horrible plan to kill all of Ahaziah’s children
so that she could take the crown for herself. She was a
wicked woman who promoted the worship of Baal in
Judah.

What she didn’t know was that one baby grandson
named Joash was hidden away by his nurse, and the
good priest Jehoiada kept him safely hidden in the tem-
ple for seven years. When Joash was seven years old,
Jehoiada gathered a large multitude near the temple
and brought out Joash to be crowned king. There was a
great celebration, and when Athaliah realized what had
happened, she cried, “Treason, treason!” But Jehoiada
commanded her to be killed, and then he and Joash re-
stored the worship of Jehovah in Judah.

At first, Joash was a good king. He even issued a
command that money be collected to repair the house
of God. And when the collection lagged and the repairs were not completed, he rebuked Jehoiada
who was in charge of the collection. Joash had a chest made for the entrance of the temple, with
a hole bored in it for people to put in their money. In this way, plenty of money was collected and
the temple of God was repaired.




But when the priest Jehoiada died, Joash turned away from God and allowed idol worship to be
revived in Judah. The Spirit of God came upon Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, and he came and
told Joash that he had forsaken the Lord, and that the Lord would forsake him. Joash forgot the
kindness which Jehoiada had done to him and he had his son Zechariah killed! But God punished
Joash for his apostacy and murder. The king of Syria fought and killed many in Judah, and Joash
himself was killed by men in his own country in a conspiracy. So ended the life of a young man
who started well, but ended badly.

Meanwhile in Israel, Jehoahaz began to reign in the capital of Samaria. He was a wicked king
like Jeroboam, the first king of Israel. Because of this, God caused Hazael king of Syria to oppress
Israel. This made Jehoahaz repent, but his repentance was not whole-hearted or sincere. When he
died, his son Jehoash reigned in Israel, but he was also not a good king.

During the reign of Jehoash, Elisha became sick and was about to die. Jehoash came to visit
him because he saw that Elisha was the one who helped Israel. Elisha told Jehoash to shoot an
arrow and to strike the ground with more arrows. This was a sign that God would be with Jehoash
in battle. However, he would not be able to completely destroy his enemies because he did not
fully serve God.

When Joash king of Judah was killed, his son
Amaziah began to reign in Jerusalem. Amazi-
ah’s behavior as a king was good at first, but his
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were fortified, the military was strengthened, and many good things were done. He did that which
was right in God’s sight, and the Lord blessed him in his work. But then he became proud, and
he even thought he could go into the house of God and burn incense like a priest. He tried to do
this, and he was stricken with leprosy, so Jotham his son had to do his duties for him until he died.

Jotham was a good king, and he did what was right in the eyes of God. He did many great
things for Judah. Some of the people of Judah did not support him, but he stayed faithful to the
Lord. He ruled only 16 years, and when he died, he was buried in Jerusalem with respect and
honor.

Meanwhile, Israel was ruled by a series of wicked kings, some only for a short time. After
Jeroboam II, reigned Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and then Pekah. Often
conspiracies led to new families coming into power, only to be defeated by another family who
then reigned for some time. All the kings in Israel were wicked and followed in the sins of
Jeroboam their first king. The last king of Israel was Hoshea, who was imprisoned by the king of
Assyria. Then many people of Israel were carried away captive to Assyria and foreigners were
brought in and made to settle in the land of Israel. Clearly the hand of God was against Israel for
their sin. Thus ended the line of the kings of that divided kingdom of Israel.

The Gospel in the Old Testament

Israel was a theocratic nation—that means that the law of God was the law of the land. God had
separated this people to be an example for the nations around them. But often Israel sinned against
God and trampled on his commandments. Yet the Lord was longsuffering and sent his prophets
to warn the leaders and the kings of the divided kingdoms to turn from their sin and find mercy
in his sight. The prophets pointed a sinful people to a coming Messiah who would build a new
spiritual kingdom of righteousness which would reign forever. Those who were weary of sin
would sometimes long for the coming of that kingdom where they could live without sin. Is that
your desire too?

Questions

1. Where was the baby Joash hidden when Athaliah tried to kill all the grandchildren?
a. In an ark of bulrushes.
b. In a palace in Egypt.
c. In the home of Jehoida.
d. In a bedchamber of the temple.

2. Enough money was collected to repair the house of God :
a. Because of a gift from the king of Syria.
b. From taxes collected by Jehoiada.
c. By a special chest placed near the door of the temple.
d. When some land was sold and the money was donated.



3. What kind of kings were Jehoahaz and Joash?
a. Both were good kings.
b. Both were wicked kings.
c. Jehoahaz was a good king, but Joash was a wicked king.
d. Joash was a good king, but Jehoahaz was a wicked king.

4. What kind of man was Amaziah, king of Judah?
a. A good king like David.
b. A wicked king like Saul.
c. His conduct was sometimes good, but his heart was not right.
d. A strong king who captured Joash , king of Israel.

5. Which of the following were wicked kings of Isreal?
a. Joash and Jotham
b. Ahaz and Jehu
c. Jeroboam and Zachariah
d. Azariah (Uzziah) and Jotham

Essay Questions

1. God had promised that Christ would be born of the seed of David. Show from the remarkable
survival of Joash that the devil always tries to oppose God’s work but will never be able to stop
God’s plan of salvation.

2. What can we learn from the life of Joash about our lives today?

3. God afflicted Israel during the reign of Jehoahaz and Jehoash.What can we learn from this?




4. Many of the kings of Israel and of Judah were wicked kings, yet the Lord did not completely
destroy them. Name two important reasons that the Lord preserved these kingdoms.

5. Some of the kings of Judah were godly men, but all of the kings of Israel were wicked men.
What can we learn from the history of these kings?

6. Although many of the kings of Israel and of Judah were wicked kings, why were they not
immediately forsaken and destroyed?




