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Lesson 71

A Wicked Divided Kingdom
The First Book of the Kings, chapters 15 thru 18
and the Second Book of Chronicles, chapters 13 thru 16

Memory Verse

“Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the
LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.”

1 Kings 18:37

Historical Summary

The kingdom has now been divided into two kingdoms, Judah and Israel. One kingdom called
“Judah” and was made up of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who stayed with King Rehoboam.
The other ten tribes were called “Israel,” and they all followed Jeroboam. Sadly, there was war
between these two kingdoms during all the days of these leaders. This was a result of the sin of
these leaders and their people. Even Rehoboam allowed idols to be worshipped in Judah, and this
sin was repeated by his son Abijah.
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Y g , Happily, Abijah’s son Asa called the people
. .-i ¥ Qg) of Judah back to serving and obeying God again.
5, During Asa’s reign, a very large army from
o i Ay Ethiopia invaded the land and threatened to over-
throw the kingdom of Judah. This caused Asa to
cry unto God for help. The Lord heard him
and struck the Ethiopian army with fear, and
they were completely driven out of Canaan. Asa

| took many spoils of war from them.

Meanwhile, Jeroboam’s successors all
followed his wicked example in leading Israel in the sin of idolatry. Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri
and Omri, one after another, were all wicked kings of Israel. The Lord sent the prophet Jehu to
prophesy against the kings of Israel, to warn them of their wickedness. But they would not obey,
and tragedy followed. Baasha conspired against Nadab and killed him. Later, Elah was killed by
Zimri. Zimri reigned only seven days before he was killed by Omri. Omri was more wicked than
all the kings before him. When Omri died, his son Ahab ascended to the throne of Israel.

The days of Ahab were very sad days for Israel. Not only was Ahab wicked himself, he also
married a wicked woman named Jezebel, who was the daughter of a pagan king. Through her,
Baal worship was introduced in Israel. Ahab even had an altar and a house built for Baal in the



land of Samaria. It was also during Ahab’s reign that Jericho was rebuilt—a city that God had
warned should not be rebuilt.

God’s judgement came upon Israel because of their sin. He sent the prophet Elijah to tell Ahab
that a famine would come upon the land which would be very severe. This made Ahab very angry,
and he wanted to kill Elijah. But Elijah fled, and he went to live near a brook where the Lord sent
ravens to feed him with meat every morning. And when the brook dried up, a widow woman of
Zarephath cared for him from a barrel of meal and a jar of oil that could not be used up. During his
stay there, the widow woman’s son died. But God used Elijah to raise him up again, and he lived.

After many days of famine, God told Elijah to return to Ahab with a message that He would
send rain again in the land. But before it rained, Elijah made it clear who is the real and true God.
He called all Israel to Mount Carmel, and called the 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of
the groves to come there to make an offering to Baal. Elijah challenged them that he would build
an altar there also before the LORD God, and they would both offer sacrifices and call on their
god. The god that answered by sending down fire on the offering would be the real God. Baal’s
prophets tried and tried all day, but could not bring down fire. Elijah even poured large amounts
of water on his offering to make it harder, and God sent fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice,
the altar, and dried up all the water around it. It was very clear to everyone who the real God was!
All the people fell on their faces and cried out, “The LORD, he is the God!” Elijah then killed all
the prophets of Baal. Soon after, God sent rain again upon Israel.

The Gospel in the Old Testament

The kings of Israel and Judah had a very important task. It was their responsibility to rule the
people in the fear of God. They were supposed to guide the people according to God’s law and
to be an example to the nations around them. Sadly, many of the kings failed miserably in their
duties. Many lived openly in sin and they led the people in sin also. But the godly people in Israel
and Judah longed for a king who would lead in the way of righteousness. It was not until Jesus
Christ came that this longing was fulfilled. But sometimes they could see a type of him in Judah’s
good kings. Today too the godly people desire a King of Righteousness to reign in their wicked
hearts. That King is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. May his kingdom come in many places
and in many hearts today.

Questions

1. After the division of Israel into two parts,
a. Rehoboam ruled Israel in the fear of God.
b. Israel was led by God-fearing kings.
c. Jeroboam set up a golden calf in Jerusalem.
d. There was war and trouble in both lands.



2. Which of the following was Rehoboam’s grandson who tried to turn Judah back to the God of
their fathers?

a. Asa

b. Abijah

c. Nadab

d. Baasha

3. What warning did Jehu the prophet bring to the kings of Israel?
a. That the Lord would cut off their posterity.
b. That a foreign king would take them captive.
c. That they should build altars in different cities where people could come to worship.
d. That Jericho should be rebuilt as soon as possible.

4. Where did Elijah go to live during the time of the great famine in Israel?
a. By the brook Cherith.
b. With a widow woman and her son in Zarephath.
c. Back to his own home in Gilead.
d. Both a and b.

5. What was the purpose of Elijah’s contest that was set up on Mount Carmel?
a. To show that Baal was not the true god.
b. To show that the armies of Israel were very strong.
c. To prove that God had preserve the life of Elijah during the famine.
d. To see if they could find some food for the hungry people there.

Essay Questions

1. How can you tell that the Lord’s hand of judgement was upon Israel and upon Judah during
the reign of many of their kings?

2. How was Baal worship introduced into Israel?




3. Show from the life of Elijah that the Lord never forsakes his own children even in times of great
national adversity.

4. In what ways did the Lord make it very clear to all Israel that the words of Elijah were true, and
that He alone was the true God, and that Baal was merely an idol?

5. What did the godly in Israel long to see in their nation and in their kings? When was that desire
sometimes fulfilled? When was it completely fulfilled?




