
Lecture Presenter: Mr. Daniel Van Brugge

Entrusting our Reformed Inheritance to the Church Worldwide

Old Testament

VIDEO LECTURE MODULE:

BIBLE FOR

6TH GRADE STUDENTS

Lesson 24:

An Eye upon God



John Knox Institute of Higher Education

Entrusting our Reformed Inheritance to the Church Worldwide

© 2020 by John Knox Institute of Higher Education

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means for profit, except in brief 
quotations for the purposes of review, comment, or scholarship, without written permission from the publisher, John Knox 
Institute, P.O. Box 19398, Kalamazoo, MI 49019-19398, USA

Unless otherwise indicated all Scripture quotations are from the Authorized King James Version. 

Visit our website: www.johnknoxinstitute.org

Mr. Daniel Van Brugge is a teacher at Timothy Christian School in Chilliwack, British Columbia, Canada.
www.timothychristian.ca



Module

BIBLE FOR 6TH GRADE STUDENTS

Old Testament

40 LESSONS

(Additional lessons forthcoming)

Mr. Daniel Van Brugge

01. The Bible: The Word of God

02. Creation: The Work of an Almighty God

03. Man: A Special Place in God’s Creation

04. A Gracious Promise

05. Cain and Abel

06. Only Noah Found Grace

07. The Coming Judgment – A Way of Escape

08. The Noahic Covenant

09. The Tower of Babel

10. Abram: Called By God

11. Abram Intercedes for Lot

12. Melchizedek

13. Righteous by Faith

14. Two Sons

15. Lessons from Lot’s Life

16. Faithless Abraham – Faithful God

17. Abraham Tested – God’s Provision

18. Isaac and Rebekah

19. Jacob: A Better Desire than Esau

20. Jacob the Deceiver

21. God Preserves Jacob

22. Jacob Returns to Beth-el

23. Joseph Loved – Joseph Hated

24. An Eye upon God

25. Joseph Raised Out of Prison

26. Joseph and His Brethren

27. Jacob Comes to Joseph

28. God Heard Their Cry

29. Moses And The Burning Bush

30. Let My People Go

31. Deliverance

32. God’s Patience with a Complaining People

33. Keeping the Law: Not to Merit but to show 

Thankfulness

34. The Lord Dwells Among His People

35. A Priest for the People

36. Moses Intercedes for a Rebellious People

37. Worshiping God Rightly

38. Walk Not According to the World

39. Hearts of Ingratitude

40. Aaron’s Rod Blossoming
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Lesson 24

An Eye upon God

Genesis 38-39

Memory Verse

There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, 

because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?

Genesis 39:9

Two Brothers Contrasted

At first it might appear that Genesis 38 interrupts the history of Joseph. In reality, it acts as a point of com-

parison between Judah and Joseph. In the last lesson, we see Joseph being sold into Egypt and now we are 

looking more closely at the life of Judah – the Judah who devised the plan to sell his brother. There seems to be 

very little to commend Judah to us. In chapter 38, we find him not fulfilling his promise to his daughter-in-law 

Tamar. Later, he finds out that his daughter-in-law is pregnant. In his anger, he says that she must be “burnt” 

(Genesis 38:24). He accused her of being a harlot, but when she laid the gifts before him from the man who was 

the father, Judah’s eyes were opened to his guilt. The cause of the trouble was not Tamar, but Judah – “And Judah 

acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my 

son” (Genesis 38:26).

Although sold into slavery, Joseph seemed to be doing well in the house of Potiphar. Potiphar was so impressed 

with Joseph’s character that he made Joseph “overseer over his house” (Genesis 39:4). One day Potiphar’s wife 

approached Joseph and asked him to sin. Day after day, she would ask him. But Joseph would not. Where did 

Joseph’s will to resist come from? Joseph was able resist, when his brother Judah did not, because Joseph had his 

eye upon God. Joseph did not say, “how can I do this great wickedness and sin against Potiphar?” If all he had 

before his eyes was Potiphar, he might not have been able to resist the temptation. No, he says, “how can I…sin 

against God?” 

There are many snares and temptations in this world. Many times, they may be upon us before we know it. 

How may the Christian avoid falling into the snares and giving into the temptations? By setting God before their 

eyes. Should we not pray, and pray often, for a single eye? Should we not pray for a steadfast eye? 
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A Better Place than Potiphar’s House

If Joseph had only given into Potiphar’s wife, perhaps he would have kept his nice position. He would have 

remained overseer over the entire house. He would have continued to live in ease and comfort. If only he had 

given in, then he would not now be in prison. He would be in a better place. Is that what you think? It is what 

many people think when they are tempted to sin. If they give into sin, then they will have pleasure and happiness. 

That is the deception of the world. 

Although Joseph was in prison, we see that he was in a better place than if he had sinned. What would it have 

been like if Joseph gave into the temptation of Potiphar’s wife and kept his position? It would have been a place 

without God. What was it like in prison? Although he was deprived of many things, there was one thing he had 

– God. “But the LORD was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of 

the prison” (Genesis 39:21). That which Joseph had was more precious than all the things of the world.

Questions

1. Judah withheld his son                 from his daughter-in-law Tamar.

 a. Onan

 b. Shelah

 c. Er

2. Judah’s friend was              the Adullamite.

 a. Enos

 b. Abimelech

 c. Rueben

 d. Hirah

3. What three items did Judah give to the harlot, which he met by the way to Timnath, as a pledge that he

 would pay her what he had promised? What had he promised to give her?

 •  What did he pledge? - 

 •  What had he promised? - 

Genesis 39

4. And     was brought down to           ; and       ,  an 

 officer of           , captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the 

       , which had brought him down thither.

Genesis 39

5. And the           was with       , and he was a         man; 

 

 and he was in the house of his      the Egyptian.
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Genesis 39

6. But the          was with       , and showed him               , 

 and gave him          in the sight of the keeper of the            .

Discussion Questions

1. In discovering that he was the father of his daughter-in-law’s child, Judah declared her to be more 

 righteous than himself (Genesis 38:26). Why was she more righteous?

 

2. The condition of Joseph changes throughout his life. First, he received in a dream a vision that showed

 that he would rule over his brothers. Then he is sold into slavery by those brothers. Next we find him 

 as overseer in Potiphar’s house and then cast into prison. Looking at Genesis 39:2 and 39:21, explain why

 the changes in Joseph’s outward circumstances was not an indicator of internal circumstances?

 

3. Joseph was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. After reading the New Testament text below, explain how a

 similar event happened in the life of Joseph.

 •  “Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to

 death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came two

 false witnesses” (Matthew 26:59-60).

 

 •  “When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify

 him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him” (John 19:6).
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4. Looking at the life of Joseph, is it better to give into temptation or to resist? Explain.


