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Lesson 9

The Tower of Babel

Genesis 10 — Genesis 11

Memory Verse

Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

Genesis 11:9

Genealogy: God’s Faithfulness

The genealogies found in Genesis chapters 10 and 11 is very important. They tell us something about the
condition of the world. They give us an insight into why God confused the language of Babel. They tell us why
the world is divided into nations today. But most importantly, they allow us to trace the faithfulness of God. They
are comforting because they show that the designs of Satan and the plotting of men cannot frustrate God’s plan
of mercy and pardon.

In Genesis 3, God promised that the “seed” of the woman would crush the head of the serpent - the great
deceiver. Despite the mercy of God, the wickedness in the world grew, until God destroyed the whole world.
Not the whole world. God spared Noah and his family so that He would remain faithful to His promise. In the
genealogy of Shem, we find Abram. It is from Abram that Jesus Christ, the Savior, would come - “The book of
the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1).

Nimrod

Nimrod is presented as one who stands in rebellion against God. Nimrod means “rebel.” After the flood, God
commanded Noah that his descendants should replenish the earth (Genesis 9:1). Nimrod, however, “the mighty
hunter” (Genesis 10:9), a conqueror of men, had other plans. He wanted to make a name for himself. He wanted a
great kingdom, so he built great cities, Erech, Accad, Calneh, and the greatest of them, Babel. He wanted to build
a tower in the city that would declare his greatness — “let us make us a name” (Genesis 11:4).

Mighty as Nimrod was, there was one mightier than he. Try as he might, Nimrod’s plan came to ruin.
Mighty Nimrod could make cities and a tower out of brick. The Almighty God made a world from nothing. The



efforts of men to ruin God’s plan, the efforts of men to overthrow the church of God throughout the ages, can
never succeed. No one, not even the devil, can impede the plan of an almighty, faithful God.

Questions

1. Match the son of Noah with the description regarding their descendants.

Shem a. From his descendants came the isles of the Gentiles
Ham b. The kingdom of Babel would come from his descendants
Japheth c. From his descendants would come the Hebrews

2. Match the person with the description.

~ Nimrod a. He built the cities of Nineveh and Rehoboth
_ Asshur b. The father of Eber, from whom the Hebrews would come
_ Peleg c. Known as a mighty hunter
_ Salah d. In his days was the earth (the languages of the earth) divided
Genesis 11
3. “And the earth was of one , and of one speech.”

4. Before the division of languages, all the people dwelt in the land of

a. Sodom
b.  Scythia
C. Shechem
d.  Shinar
Genesis 11
5. “And the said, Behold, the people is , and they have all one
; and this they begin to do: and now will be
from them, which they have to do.”

6. Match the sons of Terah with the description.

Abram a. He took Sarai as a wife
Nahor b. He died before his father, in Ur of the Chaldees
Haran c. His wife Milcah bare a son named Lot



Discussion Questions

1. Explain why the confusion of languages was a blessing.

2. Give examples of God’s faithfulness in preserving His church throughout the ages.




