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‘and I Wlll Turn to You

This series of lectures is on The Visions of Zechariah. These visions are to be found in the
prophecy of Zechariah, chapters 1 to 6. Our first lecture today, entitled, “Turn to Me and I Will
Turn to You,” is based on Zechariah chapter 1, verses 1 to 6.

Recently someone asked me which was my favourite book of the Bible to preach from. I replied
that it was the prophecy of Zechariah. Why would this be the case? Zechariah is not a well-known
book of the Bible. It has some passages which are difficult to interpret. There are strange visions
in it. However, there are many things in this book which are plain and easy to be understood. Also,
this prophecy of Zechariah is full of Christ. There’s nothing more important for the Christian than
Christ—getting to know him, trust in him and love him is the way to be saved. And once we have
been saved, this becomes the passion of our lives.

In all our preaching, pastors are especially to preach Christ. The Bible, both in the Old Testament
as well as the New Testament, is really all about him. The Old Testament prepares for the coming
of Christ. From the third chapter in Genesis onward, there are prophecies of the coming Messiah.
The priesthood, the tabernacle, and the sacrifices were types of this coming Savior. The Gospels
tell us of his actual coming, his death, and his resurrection. The book of Acts describes the growth
and spread of his church. The Epistles explain who Christ is and what our response should be to his
atoning death. And then the book of Revelation describes the future and Christ’s second coming.

The prophecy of Zechariah is to be found at the end of the Old Testament dispensation. It is
the second last book of the Old Testament and is anticipating the coming of the Messiah. It was
a dark and difficult time for God’s people. They were in a low state spiritually. The visions and
words of Zechariah were given to encourage God’s people to persevere through these dark times.
God, through Zechariah, presents an optimistic view of the future, valuable not just to the Jews
two thousand five hundred years ago, but also to us today. The book calls on the Jews to return to
God, and God will return to them. It proclaims that God is in control. He is ruling the nations and
the future for his church is bright and encouraging. Eight wonderful visions are given to us in the
first six chapters. I would like, in this series of lectures, to consider these visions with you. I believe
they will be a great encouragement and blessing to you, as they are also to myself. This lecture will
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be an introduction then to these visions.

The very name of the prophet who wrote this book is significant. The name “Zechariah” means
“Jehovah remembers.” That is wonderful. We are tempted to think that God is far away. We feel at
times that he has forgotten us. In our unbelief, we fail to see that he actively delivering his church.
The cause of God in some places is very weak. We maybe feel almost that God is asleep. But no!
Think of the name of the prophet— “Jehovah, the covenant-keeping God, remembers.” How could
he ever forget? He is the God that cannot lie. He has entered into covenant with his people and is
bound to save them and bless them. “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not
have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee,” said
Isaiah—TIsaiah 49:15. “He that keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4). He has
his plan, and he is working it out.

It is important to remember that there is basically only one way of salvation, both in Old
Testament and in New Testament times. It’s only through the sacrifice of Christ, the Lamb of God,
that any sinner can be saved or ever could be saved. There is only one covenant of grace and,
although the administration of that covenant in the Old Testament was somewhat different, yet
essentially, sinners are saved in the same way. The one condition of the covenant of grace is faith.
People are required to repent and believe the gospel. Men and women needed to be born again in
Old Testament times just as in the New Testament times. None were saved by keeping the law or
performing ritual. Paul tells the Roman Christians, “By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin”—Romans 3, verse 20. The law can
only show us our sins and condemn us. In this sense, it is our schoolmaster driving us to Christ as
the only hope for guilty sinners—Galatians 3, verse 24. The church of God in the Old Testament
and in the New Testament are one, composed of elect sinners who have put their faith in Christ
and are saved by grace. Stephen reminds us of this when he names God’s people journeying from
Egypt to the promised land as “the church in the wilderness”—Acts 7, verse 38.

Zechariah’s day was something like our own. It was discouraging times for the people of God.
The church was very weak and in a depressed condition. Judah had been in captivity in Babylon
for 70 years but in 539 BC, Cyrus, the leader of the Medes and Persians, conquered Babylon. The
following year, as the new emperor, he decreed that the Jews could return to their own land and
build the temple again. Many had prospered and were comfortably settled where they were, so
that only a relatively small number did actually return. Very soon the altar of the Lord was set up
again in Jerusalem, and the public worship of God resumed. They began rebuilding the temple, but
it was a big job. They were few in number, and their resources were small. They faced opposition
from the people who lived round about them, especially the Samaritans. The Jews were soon
discouraged and gave up the work of building the temple. They were more concerned to build and
beautify their own homes and develop their own lands.

Twenty years later, on the first day of the sixth month, in the second year of the emperor
Darius, 219 BC, God addressed them through the prophet Haggai. He said, “This people say, The
time is not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built”—Haggai chapter 1, verse 2.
How often we procrastinate! We know what we should do, but we say, “Not yet.” We say, “I will
do it later when I have more time.” God challenges the Jewish church with strong words in verse
4, “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste?”—Haggai
chapter 1, verse 4. They were living in beautiful, panelled homes, while the temple of the Lord was
a heap of stones. God calls to them, “Consider your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little;
ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is
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none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes”—verses 5 and
6. These are powerful words. The Jews were not enjoying God’s blessing. Instead of prospering
economically, their harvests were small. When they earned money and put it in their purses, these
purses seemed to have a hole in the bottom. Money just disappeared, and no matter how hard they
worked they were not getting richer, but rather poorer. Thankfully they listened to the word of the
Lord, and on the 24™ day of that month, the sixth month, they started again building the house of
God.

Two months later, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah. Just like Haggai, he had been given
a ministry of encouraging the building of the house of God, the temple. It took another four years
for the temple to be built. Their financial resources in the days of Haggai and Zechariah were very
limited in comparison to that of Solomon. They were few in number. It was easy for them to be
discouraged but God said to them through Haggai, “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith
the LORD of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the
LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts”—Haggai 2, verses
8 and 9. The glory of the second temple would be greater than the first, because the “Desire of all
nations,” Haggai 2:7, the Messiah, would come and preach in this temple and fill it with his glory.

Now Zechariah joins Haggai in this ministry of encouragement, but he also goes further. He
is given visions which reveal so much more. He has a great deal to say not just to the Jews of 519
BC, but also to us today. Studying these visions will make us optimistic Christians who will labour
for the Lord in our day, looking for the spread of the gospel through the world, the conversion
of the Jews to Christ, and following that, the promised life from the dead coming to the Gentile
church of which Paul speaks in Romans 11:15. It will not be the mere work of man. God will do
it. The spiritual temple, the New Jerusalem, will be built, “Not by might nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts”—Zechariah 4, verse 6. Christ shall rule the nations with a rod of
iron, and all shall bow before him: “All kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve
him”—Psalm 72, verse 11. So then, let us now consider the introduction to the visions and, indeed,
to this whole book.

God speaks, in verse 1: “In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of
the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying.” Here in
verse 1, we are told of the coming of the “word of the LORD unto Zechariah.” What we have in
the book of Zechariah, as in all scripture, is not the mere dreams, imagination, and reflections of a
prophet. It is divine revelation. Many today, even in the leadership of churches, think of the Bible
as simply a human product. No, as we see here in verse 1, it is “the word of the LORD” that came
to Zechariah. Peter tells us, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”™—2 Peter 1, verse 21. These prophets
were carried along by the Spirit of God, so that what they wrote is the actual word of God. It is
vitally important to grasp this. All other religions are the mere reflections of men. They imagine
what God is like and what God requires. However, in the Bible, the true God really does speak.

Paul explains what we have in the Bible. He states: “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”—2 Timothy 3, 16 and
17. “Inspiration” means that all scripture is, literally God-breathed. Theopneustos, the word that’s
used, it’s just that—it’s God breathing out the scripture. What we have here is not the thoughts of
Zechariah, but a message from God. It was addressed to the people in Jerusalem in 519 BC, but it
is also addressed to us today. It is a divine revelation to us. Further, all of it is profitable for us. It

3



teaches, rebukes, corrects and instructs us. Jesus often said, “He that hath ears to hear let him hear.”
For Jesus, “It is written”—for example, in Matthew 4:4—was the same as “God said,” and came
with all the authority of God, and was therefore final. Christ accepted the authority of scripture,
and so should we. Jesus asserted, in John 10:35, “The scripture cannot be broken.” It will stand
forever. The Bible is the word of God, and it is infallible and inerrant.

Actually, God still speaks to us today, but he does it through the scriptures. His Spirit illuminates
our hearts. He impresses the truth upon our minds. Everything we need to know for our salvation
is there in the Bible. It declares to us, as the Westminster Shorter Catechism states in the answer
to question #3: “What man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of man.”
We are to treat the Bible with all the respect which is due to God. It calls upon us to repent of our
sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior, and so to escape from the wrath of God, which will
descend without mercy upon all who persist in unbelief. We must obey and flee from the wrath
to come, to the Lord Jesus Christ, the only Savior. Also, with regard to faithful preaching of the
gospel, we must remember what Jesus said to his followers, “He that heareth you heareth me; and
he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me”—Luke
10, verse 16. When the preacher preaches the word of the Lord today, it must be listened to as if
it was spoken by God himself. So first of all then, in verse 1, we notice that the God of heaven is
speaking and we must pay attention.

Verse 2, God Was Displeased with Your Fathers—“The LORD hath been sore displeased with
your fathers.” So in verse 2, we see that God was very angry with our fathers. This was really
obvious. Everywhere there are the charred remains of destroyed houses. The walls of Jerusalem
are broken down, her palaces are burnt with fire. Her temple in ruins. The land is a wilderness.
Thorns and thistles have taken over.

The old prophets had warned of the coming judgment if the people would not repent. But they
had been ignored. However, their words were not empty threats. Jeremiah told the Jews that they
would spend seventy years in Babylon, and his words were fulfilled. God saw the idolatry, the
immorality, the Sabbath breaking, and the oppression. He is a holy God, and he hates sin. He wants
his people to be a holy people, to love him, and to obey him. They show that they really love him
by keeping his commandments. Disobedience is the result of a lack of love for God.

It is the same today. We are grieved that the church is so weak. Here in Britain, relative to past
years, few attend church. Many large church buildings lie derelict. Others are used as warehouses.
Some have been transformed into public houses and night clubs. Some have been converted into
flats. Not so long ago most people went to church. Christianity in the past was respected and
honoured by society. Today, sadly, it is despised. The church of God is forsaken. The only churches
which appear to grow are those which provide worldly music and entertainment. The world has
invaded and taken over these churches. The worship is not for the glory of God, but for the pleasure
of man. God has withdrawn himself from our churches. There is no power with the preaching of
the word. Few are truly being born again. The church, it seems, has been forsaken by God. It has
been left to die. It is in ruins. Do you feel this? Are you troubled at the low state of the church? Is
it a burden to you? Are you concerned for the future of the church?

Verse 3, Turn unto Me—*“Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye
unto me, saith the LORD of hosts.” Here in verse 3, we have a great call from God, “Turn ye unto
me, saith the LORD of hosts.” Essentially, God is saying to the Jews that they are on the wrong
road. They are like lost sheep. They are going away from God. They are in a state of rebellion
from him. They are like sheep going astray, turning everyone to his own way. They are pleasing

1



themselves instead of God. They are backsliding from him. Sadly, this problem continued at that
time among the Jews. The exact same message is proclaimed in the last book of the Old Testament,
the prophecy of Malachi, which was written around seventy years later, Malachi says, in chapter
3, verse 7, “Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of Hosts.” So it’s the same
message.

And is this not a highly relevant message for us also today? The fear of God seems to have
disappeared from our country and even from our churches. There is no reverence for God. There
is little love for him. We have become lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God. We are far too
much taken up with our jobs, our families, our homes, our friends, and our entertainments. God is
not central in our hearts and lives. There is a huge amount of hypocrisy around. We draw near to
God with our lips while our hearts are far from him. We say we are Christians but are not as earnest
and sincere as we should be. We pretend to be good, real Christians but it is all so superficial. We
forget that the eye of God is upon us. God does not judge by the outward appearance. He sees our
hearts. He is aware of our thoughts. He sees the rottenness inside us.

So here, there’s a call to repent. The Jews were to return to the Lord. We too need to return
to God. Search your heart. Consider your ways. Measure yourself in the light of God’s word.
Examine yourself by the law of God and its searching demands. Think of Calvary and all that
Christ suffered for our sins. See the wonderful love of Christ. Remember that it was your sins that
nailed Christ to the tree. How horrible sin is!

Turn unto me, says God. Repent of your sins. Hate your sins. Turn from them in sorrow. Grieve
over how you have failed to serve God. Let the love of Christ constrain you to new obedience. Take
Christ as your Master. Show your love for him by your repentance. Seek his grace to help you.
Some think that repentance is something that they do only at the point when they are converted at
the beginning of their Christian life. Actually, repentance is something we should be doing every
day. Every day we are to be repenting of our sins and believing in Jesus afresh.

We have here, in verse 3, A Promise—*I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts.” So here,
in verse 3, a promise is made, “Turn unto me saith the LORD of hosts, I will turn unto you.” It is
a great promise. We want God’s presence and blessing, don’t we? Why did the exile take place?
It was because God left them. And when God left them, they were unable to fight successfully
against their enemies. Like Samson without his hair, they were weak and like other men. When
God was with them one could chase a thousand and two put ten thousand to flight—Deuteronomy
32, verse 30.

Now they have returned to Judah. God has been gracious to them. They are allowed back
to their own land again. But it seems that they have not learned the lessons of the exile. God
has chastened them but they have ignored his rod of discipline. It is true that they are no longer
worshipping Baal. They have given up their physical idols but they have made gods for themselves
out of their families, their homes, their fields and their money. Instead of concentrating on God,
and serving him, and building his temple, they have been busy with their own houses, farms,
businesses and pleasures. But they are earning money to put it in a bag with holes. Their money is
disappearing as fast as they earn it. There is no blessing in their labours.

Further their enemies are threatening them on every side. When God was with Israel the
Egyptians could not hold them in slavery. The army of Egypt which came against them was
drowned in the Red Sea. When God was with them the walls of Jericho fell down flat before them.
All they had to do was walk round the city seven days, blow their trumpets and shout. With God’s
help, young David could overcome the mighty giant Goliath just with a sling and a stone.
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Today the church is weak and despised. It has no power. It has few genuine converts. But here
is a great promise. Turn unto me and I will turn to you. God will return. If only we would repent,
then we would be greatly blessed. How different things would be if God returned! Try to see this
for yourselves. Prove him and you will see how he keeps his promises.

Do Not Be Like Your Fathers, verse 4—“Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former
prophets have cried, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways,
and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, saith the LORD.” In verse
4, we have the words, “Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets cried.” The
old prophets called your fathers to repent but they refused. Your fathers ignored the prophets and
carried on in their sin. They came to Jeremiah asking him for a word from God. They said they
would obey God whatever God said. But when Jeremiah gave them the word from God, they
refused to obey. They had made up their own mind—1Jeremiah 42. Their fathers came to listen to
Ezekiel. But they treated him as an entertainer. He was to them as a musician—his words tickled
their ears. Again, they listened but they did not obey—Ezekiel 33, verses 31 to 33.

You and I must not be like our fathers. No doubt we today suffer for the sins of our fathers. It is
at least partially because of their sins that we are afflicted and weak. God was grieved at their sins,
their outward profession of faith but their inner lust. Their hypocrisy angered God. He saw their
pride, greed, envy, strife and immorality. He noticed their failure to train their children in his ways.
He noted the respect they gave to the liberal scholars who denied the full inspiration of scripture.
They let clever, unbelieving men take over the theological colleges, and train men for the ministry.
But they trained them in doubting the Bible and in undermining the full gospel. Do not copy them.

Your Fathers Are Gone, verse 5—“Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live
for ever?” So here, in verse 5, the prophet asks where are their fathers? These fathers ignored the
warnings of the prophets, and so judgment came upon them, and they are gone. The sword took
some of them away. Famine and disease in the siege of Jerusalem led to the death of many others.
Those who were left were carried away into captivity. The wages of sin is death.

Our fathers have died too. They allowed liberalism into the pulpits, and worldliness into the
pews. Doubt was cast on the word of God. Ministers were allowed to criticise the truth, deny
creation, and reject the substitutionary atonement of Christ, and still remain as ministers. Instead of
following the directions of scripture regarding worship—the regulative principal of worship—they
changed the worship into that which was pleasing to man. Churches became “seeker-sensitive,”
rather than God-sensitive. Their concern was to offend no one, but the result was that they offended
God. Your fathers have now gone to meet the Judge, and to render their account.

The prophets who warned them are gone too. The faithful preachers, who stood against the tide
of unbelief which was coming in, have passed on. Those godly men who warned of the spiritual
danger the church was in have now gone to their reward. They warned against sin but they were
ignored and despised. Life is short. A day of reckoning is coming.

Verse 6, God’s Word Remains—*“But my words and my statutes, which I commanded my
servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as
the LORD of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so
hath he dealt with us.” So verse 6 makes it all plain: “Like as the LORD of hosts thought to do unto
us, according to our ways and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us.” God’s word is true
and has been proved so time and time again. Every word of God will stand. The scriptures cannot
be broken. The Jews hated Jeremiah and ridiculed him, but they have to admit now that all that he
said was true and came to pass. They thought that Jerusalem would never be destroyed. They felt

6



sure that God would never allow his temple to be burnt. But it happened just as Jeremiah and the
other prophets had warned.

God’s threats are not empty words. We must listen to what he says. Turn back to God. Put away
your idols. Humble yourself before him. “Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your hearts,
ye double minded”—James 4, verse 8. Return unto the Lord and he will return to you.

Today I warn you from God. Remember what happened to the ancient world. For one hundred
and twenty years, Noah was a preacher of righteousness calling sinners to repent, but the people
of his day would not listen. The ark was built, but they would not enter into it. They carried on
with their godless lives. Then the flood came and destroyed them. It was too late then to go and
knock on the door of the ark. God had shut the door, and no man could open it. When Lot warned
his sons-in-law of the coming fire and brimstone, he seemed to them as one that mocked. It all
appeared as a joke. But the fire came the next morning and destroyed them.

Jesus was told of the tower of Siloam falling on eighteen people and killing them. He warned
the people, Do you think those on whom the tower fell were greater sinners than others? No, he
said, but unless you repent you shall all likewise perish—Luke 13, verse 5. Whatever we witness
of accidents and tragedies should be seen as coming from God—it’s a voice from him. It’s not that
those who suffered were greater sinners than those who did not. Rather we all deserve to suffer and
if we do not repent we will suffer something far worse. We will suffer an eternity in hell.

Are you saved today? If you are saved, you are in a safe position indeed. But if you are unsaved,
you are in a dangerous position. How important it is for you to repent! This world is doomed. Hell
is real. Make your peace with God. Turn from your sins and trust in Jesus. Flee from the wrath to
come and cast yourself on Christ for mercy. Fellow Christians, let each one of us repent of our own
personal sins. Let us turn back to God. He has promised to turn back to us. If we repent, we will
experience his blessing. We as individuals need God with us.

As churches let us examine our ways in the light of scripture. Let us return to the Lord. Let
us repent of our sins. Let us maintain high standards of holiness in our churches. Let us teach the
whole word of God. Let us practise proper church discipline. Let us worship God exactly as he has
laid down for us in the scriptures. We long for revival. If we will repent, the Lord has promised to
return to us. Amen.
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We come now to our second lecture, “The Man on the Red Horse.” We find this in Zechariah
chapter 1, verses 7 to 17. So here we are dealing with the first of Zechariah’s visions.

These are discouraging times for the church in Britain and in the West generally. Congregations
tend to be small and elderly. We see little success in evangelism. There are few conversions.
Secularism has taken over our culture. At one time the Bible, the Ten Commandments, and the
gospel were taught in our schools, but that is no longer the case. Now every false religion is
given priority over the truth. Sexual immorality is promoted through sex education. Gender
confusion is encouraged and the divine institution of marriage is undermined. The theory of
evolution is promoted as scientific fact. In society generally the Sabbath, as God’s holy day of rest,
is disregarded. Unborn children are murdered in their millions in their mothers” wombs and it is
regarded as the mother’s right to choose to kill. God’s name is blasphemed and used as a swear
word. Christian values are despised in the media. There is no fear of God in society. Few, even in
the churches, believe in the wrath of God and hell. Most people are spiritually apathetic and give
no thought to God, death, judgment, and eternity. The only growing churches are charismatic ones
where there is worldly music, fake miracles, excitement, and entertainment, and little reverence
for God. It seems as if God has forsaken us. There is little real, serious, felt Christianity. But here
in the prophecy of Zechariah, we find great encouragement. This prophet also lived in dark days.
God gave him these eight visions to strengthen his faith and that of his fellow countrymen. Instead
of focusing on Jerusalem in ruins, he is encouraged to look up! And we too must lift up our eyes
from the spiritual desolations around us and realise that God is on the throne. He is reigning and
working out his purposes. Look and see the man on the red horse.

So in verses 7 to 8, we have, The Man in the Myrtle Trees—“Upon the four and twentieth day
of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of
the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, I saw by
night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in
the bottom; and behind him were there red horses, speckled, and white.”

Some three months after the first revelation with which we dealt in the first lecture, a new
revelation is now given to the prophet. This time the Lord uses a vision rather than simply words.
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Zechariah sees myrtle trees in the bottom of the valley. Cyrus, the emperor, had allowed the Jews
to return from their exile in Babylon. They came to Jerusalem and set up the altar of the Lord
and begun building the temple. But they became discouraged, and a further twenty years passed
with no progress. Then the word of the Lord came to Haggai, and he began prophesying on the
first day of the sixth month of the second year of the emperor Darius, i.e., two months before the
first revelation to Zechariah. Haggai challenged the Jews to start working again on the temple
and they responded by returning again to the work. Shortly after that Zechariah joined Haggai
in encouraging the builders in their work on the temple. We noticed in our previous lecture the
promise he gave from the Lord, “Turn ye unto me saith the LORD of hosts and I will turn unto you,
saith the LORD of hosts”—Zechariah 1, verse 3. Now, exactly five months after the work began,
Zechariah is given a new encouraging vision, on the 24™ day of the 11™ month of the second year
of Darius.

The prophet sees a man on a red horse among the myrtle trees in the valley. These trees are
a picture of the church. They are not tall cedars nor are they mighty oaks. Myrtle trees reach
only a maximum height of three meters. They are mere bushy trees and nothing special to look
at. God’s people are not impressive to look at. Their leaves are a dark, and shiny, and green, and
when crushed, give a pleasant fragrance. God’s people, when bruised, turn to the Lord in prayer,
and their prayers are as sweet incense poured forth—fragrance to the Lord. Notice also that the
trees are not on the mountain top but in the valley, in a low place. Often God’s people are in a
low condition. But in the middle of them is the man on the red horse. Who is he? Verse 11 makes
plain that he is the angel of the LORD. Always in the Old Testament, the angel of the LORD is
the Lord himself. It is the Son of God appearing in human form. For example, when God required
Abraham to offer up Isaac, and he had bound his son upon the altar, and had raised the knife to kill
his son, the angel of the Lord who is identified as God himself called to him from heaven to stop
him—Genesis 22:11. Similarly, the angel of the Lord appeared to Manoah and his wife, in Judges
13, and they recognized him as God. The church is poor, weak and afflicted, yet wonderfully, the
Lord himself is in the midst.

We find something similar when God appears to Moses in the desert, calling him to lead Israel
out of the land of Egypt. We are told that Moses saw a bush burning with fire and yet the bush
was not consumed. When he drew near to observe this strange phenomenon, God called to him
out of the midst of the bush, “Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, [ am the God of thy father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid
to look upon God”—Exodus 3, verses 5 to 6. The bush that was not consumed represents the
church of God, and God himself dwells in the bush. Because God’s people are sinful you would
expect the bush to be burnt but miraculously the bush is spared. God’s people are afflicted, yet are
precious to him, and so they are spared. They have a great Savior who atoned for their sins. Christ’s
blood cleanses from all sin. The burning bush, which is an emblem of the Presbyterian churches,
encourages us to trust in our God who dwells in his church, and although they are sinners, he does
not consume them. He loves his blood-bought people and cares deeply for them. Behind the man
riding upon the red horse the prophet sees others, “red horses, speckled, and white”—verse 8.

The Lord Is in Control, verses 9 to 10—*“Then said I, O my lord, what are these? And the angel
that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. And the man that stood among
the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro
through the earth.”




Zechariah asks, “What are these?” It is explained: “And the man that stood among the myrtle
trees answered and said, These are they whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the
earth”—verse 10. The Persian emperors had messengers or inspectors whom they sent out to the
various provinces under their rule, to keep them informed, and to bring them back word of the state
of affairs in these various provinces. They would inform the emperor of unrest or signs of rebellion
or any problems developing. What we have here are angels sent out to report back to heaven how
things were going on the earth. Of course God knows everything that is happening on the earth
but it is told in this human way for our benefit. We find something like this in the book of Job:
“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and
Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down
in it"—Job chapter 1, and verses 6 and 7. The sons of God here are obviously the angels. Satan is
among them, as he was originally an angel. He and the angels had been going to and fro though the
earth seeing what was going on. God asked him, “Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth
evil?”—Job 1, verse 8.

The Angels Report—verse 11—“And they answered the angel of the Lord that stood among
the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth
sitteth still, and is at rest.”

So we have here the angels reporting back to the Lord. They have surveyed the earth. They
have gone into even the remotest nations. They know exactly what is going on in the earth, and
they report that, “All the earth sitteth still, and is at rest,” they say. At this time there was peace and
prosperity in the Persian empire. The earth sat still and there was no war. People were prospering
materially. Yet the Lord’s people were afflicted, downtrodden, and depressed. The color of the
horses, as in Revelation chapter 6, point to war, famine, disease, and death. Is it not the same in
our world today? Many people are prosperous. They are eating and drinking and making merry.
They have their entertainments, their pleasures and their holidays. Most of the world is enjoying
peace. Life is easy. They have no cares or worries. People talk of inflation, the increased cost of
the weekly shopping, the rise in the price of fuel and transport, yet the roads are full of cars and
the airports crowded with holiday makers. But what about the God’s people? They are everywhere
despised, mocked and ridiculed. In many countries, they are actively persecuted. Many Christians
are in prison for their faith. Others live in constant fear. Thousands die as martyrs every year in
countries like North Korea, Afghanistan, and Nigeria. Yet God is over all and in control.

That brings us then to verse 12, Powerful Intercession—*“Then the angel of the LORD answered
and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?”

Again we remember that the angel of the LORD is the Lord Jesus Christ, the second person of
the Trinity appearing in human form. As one of the Puritans said, he appeared in the Old Testament
trying on as it were the clothes of human nature which he would later assume forever at his
incarnation. Notice the strong intercession of our Mediator: “Then the angel of the LORD answered
and said, O LORD of hosts, how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of
Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?”—verse 12. Christ
is praying for his church. It is seventy years since the temple was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar
and his Chaldean army. Surely it is time for God’s wrath to cease. Has he not punished his beloved
people enough?
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But if the one speaking here is God, the second person, how can he pray to God? Surely God
cannot pray to himself. True, God does not and cannot pray to himself because God is one and
there is only one divine will in God. But as a man, Christ could pray and certainly did pray. God
cannot suffer and die. Yet he became a man in order to suffer and to die for us. He could not be our
Savior without his incarnation. He became a man, a true and real man, to pray and to intercede for
us. He is our Prophet, Priest, and King, as a man. As a man, he is our Mediator. While it is true that
he only became a man five hundred years after Zechariah, yet his saving work and his mediatorial
work stretched back into Old Testament times. Also in this same sense he is the “Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world”—Revelation 13, verse 8. The Lamb did not die till two thousand
years ago, but it was so sure that Christ would die that it is put this way. Old Testament believers
trusted in the finished work of Christ, and were saved by it, though in their day the work was not
yet begun. Further, we must remember that God is eternal and not subject to time as we are. He is
above time. He has no past nor future.

So here we have Christ praying for his church in the days of Zechariah. Who can pray as
effectively as our Lord? We are encouraged when someone says they are praying for us, but surely
there is no one who could pray for us more effectively than our Savior. Christ loves us and pleads
for us. Even when we sin, he still cares and prays for us: “My little children, these things write |
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world”—1 John 2, verses 1 and 2. Christ is praying for you and me.

The Jews were sad because of these seventy years during which the temple was in ruins but
now there is a mighty One praying for them. The past seventy years in the UK and in the West has
seen a catastrophic decline in the church. There has been no general revival of the church since
1860, and in the recent past there has been a wholesale forsaking of the church. Secularism has
taken over. Immorality has reached new levels never before seen in the history of the world. The
grossest filthiness is practiced and boasted of in “Gay Pride” marches. Man generally believes that
the world came into existence by means of “The Big Bang” and the theory of evolution. There
is, in their eyes, no God nor need for God. There is no afterlife. Man has made a god of himself
and zealously worships that god. Is there a future for the church? How long O Lord? But it is
wonderfully encouraging to know that the Son of God is interceding for the church. Join the Lord
Jesus in praying the prayer we have here which the Father will certainly answer.

And now, in verse 13, A Comforting Message—*“And the LORD answered the angel that talked
with me with good words and comfortable words.” We notice here the response God gives to the
Angel’s intercession. The Lord answered with good and comfortable words. They were dark days,
yet there is this encouraging message. No matter how discouraging the situation, God is in control.
He is working out his purposes. God loves his people and cares for them. He will ensure that none
of them is lost. His church has a great future.

God is Jealous for His People, verses 14 and 15—*“So the angel that communed with me said
unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion
with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but
a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.”

The prophet is given instructions that he should cry out and tell the Jews that the LORD of
hosts is jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy—verse 14. We generally take the
word “jealous” in a negative sense. We rightly see it as a sin to be jealous of someone else. But
here, it is used in a good sense. It refers to the very strong love of a faithful husband for his wife.
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God has a deep concern for his bride, the church. He has a deep personal interest in her and a
terrible anger towards those who would abuse his wife. Zion is precious to him, and he will fight
those who hurt her.

Now God says that he is “very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease.” They show no
concern for the suffering church of God. Further, God states that he “was but a little displeased, and
they helped forward the affliction”—verse 15. Yes, God was angry with his people because of their
idolatry, but it was a little anger. He was but a little displeased. But when he chastised his people
the heathen jumped in, as it were, and added to the pain inflicted on Zion. They kicked Israel when
she was down. So God now feels sorry for his people. He will indeed unleash his full anger against
the heathen. The instrument which he used to chastise his chosen, will now be punished with his
full wrath.

In verse 11, we had noted the report of the angels that said, “all the earth sitteth still, and is at
rest.” The Persians and the other nations are at ease. This cannot be allowed. God will now punish
them. God had said through Haggai, “Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations
shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts”—Haggai 2, verses 6 and
7. God shook the nations, and he raised up the Greeks led by Alexander the Great to conquer the
Persians. And then, God again shook the nations again, raising up the Empire of Rome. Eventually
the Christ came, “the desire of all nations.” Later, Antichrist will arise, but he will be destroyed.
The author of Hebrews writes: “See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not
who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him
that speaketh from heaven: whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifieth
the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is
a consuming fire.” That’s Hebrews 12, verses 25 to 29.

The wicked despise and mock the people of God. They are allowed for a time to trample upon
the saints, but then God will arise in his wrath and destroy these enemies of his beloved people.
Atheists, heretics, followers of false religion, and all the ungodly will experience his indignation.
Notice how this is stated in the Psalms. We think of Psalm 2, “Why do the heathen rage, and the
people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and
cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in
derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.” That’s
Psalm 2, verses, 1 to 5. Make sure you are not an enemy of God’s people! What hope is there for
you if God will turn upon you in his infinite wrath?

But then we have, in verses 16 and 17, A Wonderful Promise—*“Therefore thus saith the LORD;
I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the LORD of hosts,
and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts;
My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and
shall yet choose Jerusalem.”

Verse 16 tells us that God loves his people and will return to them. The work of building the
temple will be completed. God had turned his back on the Jews because he was displeased and
grieved at their sins, but now he returns to them and assures them of his help. They had many
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enemies trying to stop the work. Though they had limited resources, and they were few in number,
yet the house of the Lord would be built again. It took another four years, but the word of the Lord
was fulfilled.

Furthermore, there were to be better days ahead. A line, a surveyor’s line, would be stretched
over Jerusalem. Houses, many houses would be built. The next verse explains more fully: “Cry
yet, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; My cities through prosperity shall yet be spread abroad;
and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem”—verse 17. The prophet
is urged to cry aloud. Here is a wonderful encouraging message for the builders of the temple.
It comes from the LORD of hosts. He is the God of the armies of heaven. He is Almighty. With
him all things are possible. Not just Jerusalem will expand, but also the other cities of Judah will
increase and grow. Through prosperity, they shall spread abroad. God is comforting his people. He
shall yet choose Jerusalem and cause his name to be there. Shout out this encouragement!

God did indeed cause Jerusalem to be built. It happened literally for the Jews. The temple was
completed. Seventy years later, in the days of Nehemiah, the walls of Jerusalem were built again.
The Jews multiplied and prospered. Many thousands came to live in the city. God chose Jerusalem.
The Son of God became man, born in Bethlehem, near Jerusalem. Later, he entered the temple
and taught there. Rejected by the chief priests and elders, he was handed over to the Romans, and
crucified outside the walls of Jerusalem. But then, on the third day, he rose again. He ascended
up to heaven from the Mount of Olives, and sat on the right hand of God. He sent his Spirit to his
people in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. On that day, three thousand Jews were converted.
The numbers in his church quickly multiplied. Later, Gentiles also were born again by the Spirit
of God. And from this beginning, the New Jerusalem grew. It expanded rapidly across the known
world. Today, millions from every nation are to be found in this church of God.

To Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel, it had been revealed that God’s kingdom would be like a little
stone cut without hands out of a mountain. It would strike the image which represents the earthly
empires, and would destroy them, and would then grow till it became a mountain which filled the
earth—Daniel, chapter 2. Jesus told many parables which described the growth of his kingdom and
church. For example, he spoke of the little mustard seed, “Which indeed is the least of all seeds:
but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and lodge in the branches thereof”—Matthew 13, verse 32. Then he told of the leaven, “The
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal,
till the whole was leavened”—verse 33. These parables make plain that God’s church will spread
though the whole world and become a mighty kingdom. Further we are told, “God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved”—John 3:17.
This verse implies that in a very real sense, the world shall be saved. It is not simply a remnant that
will be saved, plucked as it were from a perishing world. Rather, so many will be saved that it can
be said that the world will be saved. Christ’s work will be eminently successful. In all things he
shall have the preeminence—Colossians 1, verse 18.

There was, and will be, setbacks. There will be dark days, but the future prosperity of the
church is guaranteed. She shall spread abroad. The Lord has chosen Jerusalem. Do not let the devil
discourage you, if you are on the side of Christ, you are on the winning side. And even the literal
Jerusalem shall yet be chosen by God. For years it was a deserted city. It is now the capital again
of a Jewish state. But Paul assures us that the Jews, who have for so long been rejected by God,
will yet again be grafted in to their own olive tree, “For the gifts and calling of God are without
repentance”—Romans 11, verse 29. The psalmist foretells concerning the Messiah, “He shall have
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dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the
wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of
the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall
down before him: all nations shall serve him”—Psalm 72, verses 8 to 11. Amen, so let it be.
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We come now to our third lecture in this series on Zechariah’s visions. This one is about “The
Second Vision: The Four Horns” which you will find in the prophecy of Zechariah, chapter 1, and
verses 18 to 20.

God’s people have many enemies. Sometimes we feel beaten and battered, and our head hangs
down. Should we be angry with God for allowing this situation to develop? Should we allow
hatred in our hearts towards our enemies? Jesus taught us to love our enemies. We are to lift up
our eyes and to see that the Lord reigns. Nothing happens by chance. God is in control. He ensures
that all things work together for our good. Here is a vision to encourage us in difficult times. The
enemies of God’s church will not prevail.

The Four Horns, verses 18 to 19—*“Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns.
And I said unto the angel that talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the
horns which have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”

This vision is closely connected with the previous one. There it is said, “And I am very sore
displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped
forward the affliction”—verse 15. These enemies opposed the Jews, but now God expresses his
displeasure with these enemies. The temple will be built. The church has a great future.

The prophet lifts up his eyes and sees four horns. He asks the angel which is showing him
the visions what these are and what they are going to do? The angel replies, “These are the horns
which have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them,
to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter
it"—verse 21.

Horns are a symbol of power. We think of the horns of a ram or a bull and how they fight and
seek to assert their supremacy with their horns. We are not told what animals the horns belonged
to. It is a bit like the horses in the previous vision. We are told of the horses, but obviously their
riders are included.

Why are four mentioned? This implies attack coming from the four points of the compass,
north, south, east, and west. From every side, the Jews were being crushed. These horns symbolise
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the Philistines, the Moabites, the Ammonites, the Edomites, the Syrians, the Egyptians, the
Samaritans, the Persians, indeed all their enemies. The Jews, who were the people of God, were
bruised, and battered, and trampled underfoot. None of them could lift their heads. In the same way,
the church of God today is being attacked by enemies on every side. The enemies are powerful.
The church today is weak. The people of God feel oppressed and frightened. The four horns are
very real. Attacks are directed against the church from every side. But what are the great enemies
of the church today? I’d like to mention several.

First, there’s evolution. Where have we come from, and where are we going has always been
a pressing question for mankind. The church has provided the answer revealed by God in the
Bible. However, the publication of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species, in 1859, had a huge effect
across the world. Up till this point, people generally believed that God had created them, and that
one day they would die and have to answer to God for their lives. But now the Biblical account of
creation was rejected by many. It seemed possible that life had began by chance, and the different
forms arose from natural selection. People then began to question, “Is there a God?”” The scientific
community, generally speaking, accepted evolution and promoted it enthusiastically. Even many
theologians and churches tried to accommodate Darwin’s hypothesis. To begin with even some
orthodox theologians were influenced. Also geologists began to speak of an “ancient earth”. The
Bible implies that the world is only a few thousand years old. The geologists argue that the earth
is thousands of millions of years old. If the first few chapters of Genesis cannot be trusted, can
the rest of the Bible be trusted? More recently, creation scientists have shown how the Bible does
not conflict with true science. The earth appears to be old but is not actually old. The problems
with evolution have been highlighted and the impossibility of life beginning by some kind of
spontaneous generation has been demonstrated. But the schools, the universities, and the media
all present evolution as a fact. Society generally has lost its fear of God, because the majority do
not want to believe in a Creator and Judge and they hope that science has explained God away.
Evolution has been a huge horn by which the devil has attacked and continues to attack the church.

A second enemy of the church is liberal theology. Liberal theology came into prominence in
western Europe and America around the same time as the theory of evolution. It arose particularly
in Germany, where there were several famous old universities. Seeing the progress in science
and other disciplines, theologians also wanted to come up with new discoveries. Higher criticism
arose. Basically, this approach treated the Bible just like any other book, and so, denying the
Bible’s supernatural character—its supernatural nature—these theologians cast doubt upon all its
statements. It meant that neither the history, nor the geography, nor even the theological and ethical
statements could be trusted. Human reason became the judge of what was true and acceptable.
Julius Wellhausen, for example, developed his Documentary Hypothesis with regard to the Old
Testament. In this, he denied the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch and the whole historical
account given in the first five books of the Bible. He argued that Deuteronomy was written in the
time of king Josiah. Many theologians and ministers accepted his theories and they became very
popular in the theological colleges. Some argued that it did not really matter who wrote this book or
that. Surely it was a minor point, they said, whether Moses wrote these books or not. Just take the
teaching of the book, they argued. But it did matter. If the Bible said that it was written by Moses,
and if our Lord Jesus said the same—for example, in Mark 10, verses 3 to 5—then we must accept
the Mosaic authorship, or the authority of the Scriptures are undermined. If the Bible is wrong in
the little things it states, then it can be wrong in the major assertions that it makes too. Sadly, this is
what happened. The authority of scripture was undermined. Human reason was instead placed on
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the throne. Soon even the substitutionary atonement of Christ was rejected. The idea of sacrifice,
and the blood of Christ, and propitiation, they were seen as prescientific religion and unworthy of
a God of love. Error always enters a little at a time. Once some of the statements of the Bible begin
to be questioned, soon the other statements are questioned too. Sadly this liberalism has taken over
all the mainline churches. Here we have another horn which batters the true church of God.

A third horn is the ecumenical movement. Over the last hundred years, the importance of
church unity has been stressed by such bodies as the World Council of Churches. Much is made
of the fact that Jesus prayed for unity in his High Priestly Prayer, in John 17. Churches, they say,
when united will surely be stronger. Doctrine is seen as divisive, and so must be downplayed. It
is a kind of lowest common denominator kind of belief. Love is emphasised. We are told to forget
our differences and worship together. The evangelical gospel is forgotten. Some churches teach
salvation by good works, and others salvation by taking the sacraments. The liberalism of the
mainline churches is prominent. The radical nature of the Christian gospel is forgotten. And all
religions are seen as different paths to God and salvation. Emphasis is laid on helping the poor but
also on certain political concerns. It used to be strongly against Apartheid and today tends to be
hostile to Israel and pro-Palestinian. The ecumenical movement essentially empties the church of
the gospel. The church becomes increasingly a branch of the state, just involved in social work.

A fourth horn is the charismatic movement. Since the 1960s, the charismatic movement has
made huge inroads into the Christian church. Stress is laid on emotional excitement. Supernatural
gifts, such as tongue-speaking, prophecy, and healing, are claimed by leaders. Many healings,
when analyzed, are simply the effect of mind over matter. The individual is convinced that he is
healed when no actual healing has occurred. In other cases there are fake healings. Where there
is a failure to heal, the sufferer is blamed for a lack of faith. The music is worldly, and the songs
lack content. Words are repeated over and over again in a mindless emotionalism. One African
theologian has compared it to the incantations of the witchdoctors. The evangelists in a callous
way persuade people to part with their money, promising them health and prosperity, which, of
course, never comes. The prosperity preaching is widespread, especially in the developing world,
and it does much damage. People become Christians because they have been promised health and
wealth. But the Christ actually promised his faithful followers tribulation in this world—John
16:33, “In this world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Another horn is the LGBTQI philosophy. There has been a remarkable transformation in sexual
ethics over the last forty years. In the past, everyone accepted that marriage should be between
a man and a woman and that all sex outside marriage was wrong. Both premarital fornication
and adultery within marriage were condemned. Homosexual practice was rightly seen as gross
immorality. However, today things have changed dramatically, both in society and the churches.
Sadly, too many churches receive their morality not from the Bible, but from the world around
them. The world has invaded the church. Liberalism has undermined the authority of the scriptures.
Instead of viewing homosexuality as a sin, it is argued that it is a condition that some people have
from birth. The world says such people cannot help it or change it and therefore should embrace
it. Mainline churches accept this and argue that love is love and must be good. But the Bible calls
it not love, but lust. Also the scriptures make plain that some are converted from that lifestyle
and are in fact liberated from that bondage to sin. Paul, for example, wrote to the Corinthian
church, “Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but
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ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God”—1 Corinthians 6:9—11.

Another horn is postmodernism. There has been in recent times the growth of the idea that
religion should be private. People, it is said, should keep their beliefs to themselves. Postmodernism
asserts that there is no such thing as absolute truth. Each person has their own truth. What you
believe is right for you, and what I believe is right for me. There must be no attempt to convert
others. Evangelism is condemned. It is seen as totally wrong to challenge others or criticise their
views—it’s regarded as a hate crime. However, true Christianity believes that there is such a thing
as truth, and that God is the source of truth. Those who believe the Bible have the truth. Evangelism
is a vital element of a healthy faith. Jesus stated quite clearly, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”—John 14, verse 6. All other religions lead to hell. All
forms of the Christian faith which do not focus on Christ and him crucified are heresy and destroy
souls.

A further horn is worldliness. People today have much more leisure time than in ages past.
Work does not absorb all their time and energy. There are many forms of entertainment readily
available—TYV, videos, YouTube, social media, etc.—they’re a great temptation to many. The time
which used to be spent in studying the scriptures, praying, reading Christian books and fellowship
with other Christians is often used now for pleasure. People have become “lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God”—2 Timothy 3, verse 4. The church has lost its zeal for holiness and
for evangelism. God is grieved by the idolatry of church members who spend their time in trivial
pursuits and fail to love him with all their hearts.

Summarizing then, the church of God is being attacked from every side. The four horns batter
it from the north, the south, the east, and the west. How can it survive? Every true Christian knows
what it is to fight against the world, the flesh, and the devil. The church as a whole is surrounded
on every side by enemies. Some of the enemies come softly and aim to seduce with wily cunning.
Others attack head on with the great ferocity as persecutors. Christ said to his disciples, “I send
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves”—Matthew 10, verse 16. How can a sheep possibly
survive in the midst of a pack of wolves.? Other attacks come from within, from sheep dressed up
as wolves: “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves”—Matthew 7, verse 15. These can often be the hardest to resist because they
are the most difficult to detect. Zechariah is told, “These are the horns which have scattered Judah,
Israel, and Jerusalem.” God’s people are scattered by their enemies.

And now we come to The Four Carpenters, verses 20 to 21—“And the LORD shewed me four
carpenters. Then said I, What come these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which
have scattered Judah, so that no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast
out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.”

Zechariah then tells us, “The LORD showed me four carpenters.” The prophet is curious,
“What come these to do?” He was told, “These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that
no man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles,
which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.”

The horns seem all-powerful, and the church has in itself no answer to them. But God does
have an answer. He is Almighty. He loves his church. He chose it from eternity. He sent his Son to
die for it. He has his plan. In his time and in his way, he will deliver his people. The horns of the
Gentiles will not prevail. He sends the carpenters, or workmen, to cut and break them with saws
and hammers.
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Down through the centuries, the heathen around Israel invaded their land time and again. The
Chaldeans carried them away into captivity for seventy years. But even then the success of their
enemies was measured and limited. They were allowed to go beyond certain limits. They were
instruments of chastisement in the hands of the Lord to correct his people. Eventually the Jews
committed the great sin of rejecting and crucifying the Messiah. For this, Jerusalem was destroyed
and the Jews were scattered across the world. But “The gifts and calling of God are without
repentance”—Romans 11:29. One day they will be restored and grafted again into the olive tree of
the church. The horns of their enemies will be frayed, cut, and cast out.

The church today, as we have seen, has many powerful enemies arrayed against it. But God
cares deeply for his church. The beloved people will not be destroyed. The horns of their enemies
will be cut. There is no doubt about the future and success of God’s church. God’s people will
tread down their enemies as the mire in the streets. Paul could say to the Roman church, “The God
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly”—Romans 16, verse 20. Even Satan will be
overcome.

Rejoice, Christian friends. You are on the winning side. The Lord will fight for you. “Be strong
and of good courage”—Joshua 1, verse 6. You will take possession of the land. As Paul said to
the Romans, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed
all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that loved us”—Romans 8:35 to 37.

In these difficult days, look up. God reigns. He sits upon the throne above every other throne.
Remember, the Son of God is the King and Head of the church. His enemies will be made his
footstool—Hebrews 1:13. The true church is precious to him because he purchased it with his
own blood, precious blood. He is interceding for it at God’s right hand, and his intercession is not
in vain. Remember too that the Holy Spirit has come to live in the church. He is sanctifying it.
He unites it to God. We have the promise, “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”—Philippians 1, verse 6. He
has said, “And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels;
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him”—Malachi 3, verse 17. Amen.
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The Man withi he asurmg Line—
" Church Growth ‘

Today we come to our fourth lecture in the series on Zechariah’s Visions. We’re dealing with
the “man with the measuring line,” which, in a sense, is describing for us church growth. So this
is Zechariah, chapter 2.

As Christians in the twenty-first century, we have a tendency to be pessimistic. For the past
hundred and fifty years, the church in Britain and western Europe has been in decline. The church
has continued to spread in Africa, South America, and Asia, but it is generally very superficial
and worldly. Most professing Christians show little zeal for the Lord. The charismatic movement,
with its emphasis on health and wealth, the prosperity gospel, superficial choruses, man-centred
worship, absence of the fear of God, and a lack of emphasis on personal holiness characterizes the
vast majority of Christians in the developing worls. Things seem to be going from bad to worse.
Many of the best Christians are sad and depressed. They think it will continue like this till Christ
returns. But God through Zechariah is encouraging us. Better days are around the corner.

Verses 1 and 2, The Man with the Measuring Line—*"I lifted up mine eyes again, and looked,
and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said
unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof.”

Jerusalem, at this time, was in ruins. The Chaldeans from Babylon had broken down the walls,
destroyed the palaces, and burnt the temple. The inhabitants had been carried away captive. For
seventy years the land had been desolate. Now, a relatively small number of the exiles had returned.
They set up an altar and began to worship God again in Jerusalem. They started to build the temple,
but became discouraged. They were few in number. They had nothing like the resources which
Solomon had when he built the first temple. They were surrounded by enemies who tried to frighten
them and stop the work. The economic situation was also difficult. They had to build homes for
themselves and to cultivate the fields. It’s easy to focus on the difficulties when despair takes over.
Some thought they would never be able to complete the building of the temple. They thought
Jerusalem was always going to remain a ruin. Surely God has forsaken them. He has justly been
angry with them. Their sins have been awful and it looks as if God has cast them off forever. But
here, we have a fascinating vision. God shows Zechariah that there is a future. Here is a surveyor,
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a builder, with a measuring line in his hands. Preparation is being made to build. God himself is
involved. The city will be built again. We have here an encouraging vision for Zechariah, for the
Jews at that time, but also for the true church of God today.

Looking now at verses 3 and 4, Jerusalem Crowded—*“And, behold, the angel that talked with
me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, And said unto him, Run, speak to this
young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men
and cattle therein.”

An angel was showing these visions to Zechariah. Another angel comes to meet this angel
and has a wonderful message to declare: “Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall
be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein”—verse 4. At the
time, very few lived in Jerusalem. It had no walls, and there was little security for the residents.
Seventy five years after this, in the days of Nehemiah, the walls of Jerusalem would eventually
be rebuilt. Even at that later date, special measures had to be used to conscript people to live in
Jerusalem. Some were praised for volunteering to live there. There had to be a certain number of
inhabitants to make a viable city out of it. But here it is predicted that the walls will not be able
to hold the multitudes who will come to stay in Jerusalem. Later, Jerusalem did grow, but it was
then a walled city. Similarly, in the time of Jesus, Jerusalem had a considerable population, but
these were enclosed within the city walls. When the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, in AD 70, they
had to lay siege to the city for five months before they broke through the walls. So when was this
prophecy fulfilled? It is surely yet to be fulfilled. The church becomes the New Jerusalem. In the
New Testament age, it will grow and grow. On the day of Pentecost, three thousand were added
to the church. This number of members soon greatly increased. The church has now grown till it
is to be found as a minority in every country of the world. But the true church is still only a tiny
minority of the world’s population. Surely this passage speaks not of a handful here and there,
but of a great multitude. We think of our own congregations, how small they are. Here, though,
there is a reference to overflowing numbers. God’s church will be as “towns without walls for the
multitude of men and cattle therein.” We look in faith and optimism for a day when our churches
will have standing room only and crowds will be standing outside trying to get in.

Verse 5, God Protects—“For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and
will be the glory in the midst of her.”

To people in ancient times, a town without walls was very vulnerable. Enemies could easily
attack under cover of darkness. But here is a promise. God says, “I...will be unto her a wall of fire
round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.” When Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem,
the city had powerful walls but yet they could not keep him out. The siege weakened the defenders,
and bit by bit the battering rams broke down the walls. But if Jerusalem had a wall of divine fire
around her, who could penetrate that? When the horses and chariots of Egypt were following the
Israelites at the Red Sea, God was a barrier between them and the Israelites. He was a pillar of fire
giving light to Israel, and a cloud of darkness to the Egyptians.

The king Ahaziah sent a captain of fifty with his fifty men to arrest the prophet Elijah who was
sitting on a hill. He said to the prophet, “Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down”—2
Kings 1, verse 9. The prophet replied, “If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven,
and consume thee and thy fifty”—verse 10. The fire came down from heaven, and consumed him
and his fifty soldiers. The king then sent another captain with fifty men. This man demanded, “O
man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly”—verse 11. Again the prophet replied,
“If T be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the
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fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty”—verse 12. God was a wall
of fire protecting his prophet. No army could hurt him. When the king sent a further captain with
his fifty men, “The third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and
besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty
thy servants, be precious in thy sight. Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up
the two captains of the former fifties with their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy
sight”—verses 13 and 14. This captain knew full well that no matter how large his army was and
how well equipped they were, they were helpless before the fire of God.

The new Jerusalem is the church of God. The church has many enemies today. Some are
politically powerful and ruthless. Others are clever and sophisticated. But the church is safe because
God is a wall of fire around her. Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it"—Matthew 16, verse 18. In the city gates, the leaders gathered and
made their plans. All the cunning of hell is organized against God’s church. But Christ will build
his church, and nothing can hinder or destroy it. Nothing can hold back the advance of the church
of Christ, because he is building his church.

We are also told here that God, “will be the glory in the midst of her”—verse 5. That was
wonderfully true of Israel as they travelled from Egypt to the promised land. God was present
among her as the Shekinah glory. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night led Israel,
and when they encamped the pillar of God’s presence rested on the Tabernacle. When the temple
was built the presence of God filled the Holy of Holies between the cherubims upon the mercy
seat.

In Ezekiel’s prophecy we are told of the dramatic departure of the glory of God’s presence.
First, we are told, “The glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon he
was, to the threshold of the house”—Ezekiel 9, verse 3. Then in the following chapter, we’re told,
“Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the threshold of the house, and stood over the
cherubims. And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and mounted up from the earth in my sight:
when they went out, the wheels also were beside them, and every one stood at the door of the east
of the LORD's house; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above”—Ezekiel 10, verses
18 and 19. Finally, in the following chapter, it is stated, “Then did the cherubims lift up their wings,
and the wheels beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them above. And the glory
of the LORD went up from the midst of the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east
side of the city”—Ezekiel 11:22 and 23. The glory of the Lord had departed from the temple, and
from Jerusalem.

And now we read that the glory of God will be the glory in the midst of her. There is no
reference of the glory of the Lord coming down upon the second temple when it was built. It was
stated, however, through the prophet Haggai, “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than
of the former, saith the LORD of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of
hosts”—Haggai 2, verse 9. The glory of this second temple will be greater because of the Messiah,
who is God himself, who would condescend to enter into it, and teach there. That second temple
was destroyed by the Jews when they crucified Christ, but in three days, he raised up the new,
eternal temple. Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said the
Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But
he spake of the temple of his body”—John 2, verses 19 to 21. This new temple is his church. It is
composed of living stones, believers, and Christ himself is the chief cornerstone. This temple is
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and so has the glory of God in the midst.

21



Coming now to verses 6 and 7, Separate Yourselves from the Heathen—*“Ho, ho, come forth,
and flee from the land of the north, saith the LORD: for I have spread you abroad as the four
winds of the heaven, saith the LORD. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of
Babylon.”

The land of the north was Assyria first, then Babylon, and eventually Persia. These empires
were to the east but they always invaded from the north. God had scattered Israel abroad. In his
wrath against his people because of their idolatry, they were carried away captive, and God had
scattered them among the heathen. But now his purpose is to gather them again to the land of
Israel. Assyria and Babylon had been destroyed. The Jews are to separate themselves from the
nations. Sadly, too many Jews were comfortable in Mesopotamia. They had nice houses, and good
jobs, and businesses. But God’s wrath is against the heathen nations, and he is going to destroy
them. He warns his people, “Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon.”
Do not perish with the heathen.

The same message comes, of course, to us today. Paul warned the Corinthian believers, “Be
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel. And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I
will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the
Lord Almighty”—2 Corinthians 6, verses 14 to 18. Marrying the unconverted or entering into a
close business relationships with such is condemned. It will almost always lead to compromise.
Christians and unbelievers are opposites. Christians love God, but non-Christians hate God. If we
love and follow God, we will be hated by those who love Satan and his ways.

Similar teaching is to be found in the book of Revelation, with reference to the apostate church:
“Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward
her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup
which she hath filled fill to her double”—Revelation 18, verses 4 to 6. God’s true people are not
be members of the church of the Antichrist or of bodies that teach heresy and practise immorality.

The Jews are to return to Jerusalem. God’s people are to be a holy people not unequally yoked
with the wicked. True Christians are to separate themselves from the sacramentalism and idolatry
of the Roman Catholic Church, and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, and the liberal unbelief of so
many mainline churches.

God Will Be Glorified in Destroying His Enemies, verses 8 to 9— “For thus saith the LORD of
hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of his eye. For, behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a
spoil to their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me.”

“After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you.” God will, at the last,
get the glory. His enemies will ultimately all be destroyed. They laugh at God’s people and mock
them, but the Lord is grieved for his people and concerned for his own great name. His enemies
will be trampled underfoot. The seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head. Christ will
crush Satan and all his followers. Those who spoiled the church will be spoiled. The enemies of
the church touch the apple of God’s eye. How special you are to God, you who are a child of his!
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He loves you with an infinite, eternal and unchangeable love. Isaiah wrote: “I will mention the
lovingkindnesses of the LORD, and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath
bestowed on us, and the great goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on
them according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his lovingkindnesses”—Isaiah
63, verse 7. He is bound in covenant love to his people, therefore, “In all their affliction he was
afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old”—Isaiah 63, verse 9. Our great King states,
“I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled
upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and
the year of my redeemed is come”—Isaiah 63, verses 3 and 4.

The Angel of the Lord, who is speaking here, is obviously the second person of the Trinity, the
Lord himself, for he adds, “Behold, I will shake mine hand upon them, and they shall be a spoil to
their servants: and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me”—verse 9. That shaking of
the hand destroys the leaders of their enemies so that they become a spoil to their own servants.
The end result of that will be that all will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father—Philippians 2, verse 11.

Coming now to verse 10, Sing in Triumph—*“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I
come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD.”

Too often, God’s people are depressed and downcast. The Jews here are commanded to sing
for joy. We often sigh and groan. No, remember what Paul said—Philippians 4, verse 4: “Rejoice
in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice. “We are more than conquerors through him that loved
us”—Romans 8:37. “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against
us?”—Romans 8:31. Let us sing for joy! No longer will God be a stranger to us. He will not be
our enemy anymore. He promised to come and dwell in our midst. We pray sometimes, “Oh that
thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down”—Isaiah 64, verse 1. But now he
assures us he will come, and that he will dwell with us. He has further assured us, “I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear
what man shall do unto me”—Hebrews 13, verses 5 and 6. Let us from our hearts sing his praises
and rejoice in him!

And then, coming to verse 11, Many Nations Will Be United to Israel—“And many nations
shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of
thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.”

The Lord is obviously not limited to Israel and Judah. Many nations are going to come and be
united with them. This happened in the New Testament times. Christ commanded that the gospel
was to be preached to all nations. Following Pentecost, the church spread to the Gentile world.
Down through the centuries since then, all nations have been touched, but so far only a remnant
from them. Surely there is a promise here that not just a few from these nations, but the nations
themselves considered as a whole will come. We look forward to great multitudes being gathered
into the church of God. They shall belong to God just as Israel did. God himself will dwell in these
nations and he will be their God, and they shall be his people. All shall know that this prophecy is
the truth sent by the Lord of hosts through his prophet.

And then to verse 12, God’s People Will Be His Portion—*“And the LORD shall inherit Judah
his portion in the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem again.”

God has chosen Judah and Jerusalem. It has seemed at times that he is not interested in them
and has forgotten them, but that’s not the case. They are his delight and have a great future before

23



them. This is true of the literal Judah and Jerusalem, for as Paul states, “The gifts and calling of God
are without repentance”—Romans 11:29. We are looking for the natural branch to be grafted again
back into its own olive tree. But these words are true for all God’s people, Jew or Gentile—they
are his portion and delight. We receive God as our inheritance and God takes us as his inheritance.

Verse 13, You Enemies, Be Silent—“Be silent, O all flesh, before the LORD: for he is raised
up out of his holy habitation.”

For a long time, it seemed that God was asleep. His people were being trampled upon by their
enemies. He allowed their enemies to gain the victory over them because of their backsliding. And
now he arises to deal with their enemies. As the psalmist puts it, “Then the Lord awaked as one
out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth by reason of wine. And he smote his enemies
in the hinder parts: he put them to a perpetual reproach”—Psalm 78, verses 65 and 66. Though
God seems to be sleeping, he is soon going to awake. Let us pray as Isaiah did: “Awake, awake,
put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art
thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the sea,
the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass
over?”—Isaiah 51, verses 9 and 10. Let the enemies of the church be silent and frightened. God has
stirred himself up. He will severely punish those whom he used to chastise his people. His church
has a great future. Amen.
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Joshua'the H h Priest

Today we come to our fifth lecture on Zechariah’s visions. This one is concerned with “Joshua
the High Priest,” and it is to be found in Zechariah chapter 3. So in Zechariah chapter 3, we have
the fourth vision given to the prophet. It is quite different from the previous three, but at the same
time it is also very encouraging. We all have one great problem and that is our sin. As a result of
the sin of Adam we are all born sinners. Sin is natural. It’s easy for us to break God’s law. Sadly,
we sin constantly in thought, word, and deed. The psalmist says concerning himself, and it is true
of us all, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me”—Psalm 51,
verse 5. In this, he is not referring to the act of procreation. There is nothing sinful in that, for it
is written, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled”—Hebrews 13, verse 4. Rather,
it’s a statement with regard to our moral condition from the very beginning of our existence. We
sinned in Adam and fell with him in his first transgression. So even before our conception or actual
existence, we were sinners because we were included in the covenant made with Adam. In the
original covenant that God made with all mankind, Adam acted as the representative of all those
who would descend from him by ordinary generation. As a result of Adam’s first sin, the nature
of every man and woman is fallen and depraved. Thus Paul asserts concerning himself and the
Ephesian Christians, “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein
in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had
our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” That’s Ephesians 2, verses 1 to 3.
Our condition by birth is one of total depravity and total inability. We begin life dead to God and
wallowing in our sin.

Salvation is the work of God from beginning to end. To him must go all the glory. God planned
it, sent his Son to earn it for us on the cross, and now sends his Spirit into our hearts to apply it
to us. Thus Paul, having spoken of our helpless condition of being dead in our sins, proceeds to
describe God’s intervention for us: “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
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saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast”—Ephesians 2, verses 4 to 9. Praise be to
God for our salvation! It is all his work from beginning to end, and all glory must be given to him.

However, even after our conversion, sadly, we still sin and sin. Yes, there has been a huge
change. We are no longer dead in sin. Sin bothers us—we hate it. It does not rule over us, yet we
must constantly battle against it. When Paul describes the struggles of himself and other Christians,
“When I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the inward
man: but I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?”—Romans 7, verses 21 to 24. The Christian life is one of
constant warfare against the world, the flesh, and the devil.

The vision here is given to the prophet to encourage him and to encourage us. Yes, we are
sinners; we deserve hell. But God loves us and has made provision for us. Satan says, “You are a
disgrace. Don’t try to pray. God hates you because of your sin. Stay out of his presence. There is
no hope for you. You might as well go on sinning.” But Satan, the cunning serpent, is a liar when
he says God hates us, and that there is no point in us praying to God. We must not let sin be the
barrier to us drawing nearer to God. There are many encouragements given to us to repent, confess
our sins and draw near to God. “God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him”—Romans 5, verses 8 and 9. John assures us, “If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”—1 John 2:1. Further, he writes, “The blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin...If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”—1 John 1, verses 7 and 9. The
vision before us illustrates these truths in a very graphic way.

So first of all, we’re introduced to Joshua the High Priest, verse 1—“And he shewed me Joshua
the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist
him.”

The high priest was the one who, in Old Testament times, led the worship of God’s people.
Satan is the great enemy of God, and therefore the enemy of God’s people too. He stands at the
priest’s right hand to resist him, mock him, and accuse him. Because Satan cannot attack God
directly, he does all he can to trouble and hurt the people of God. He knows that God loves his
people, so if he can get God’s people to sin, or if he can stop God’s people from worshipping him
and serving him as they should, he thinks he hurts God. But God cannot be hurt. He is the blessed
and happy One. He sees the end from the beginning. Satan will be punished forever and God will
be glorified in the salvation of his people despite all Satan’s cunning. Satan will be crushed. His
doom is rapidly approaching.

So verse 2, Satan Rebuked—“And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of
the fire?”

God has a special relationship with his people. He has chosen them from all eternity, not
because of anything good in them. He has loved them with an eternal love. His love is infinite, and
it is like himself—unchangeable. We can be confident of this, “That he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”—Philippians 1, verse 6.
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Satan points to Joshua’s sins and to our sins. Joshua is not only carrying his own personal
sin and guilt, but also as the high priest, he carries the sin of the people of the nation. Satan says,
“You deserve to be punished in hell forever,” and he is right. But we can point to Calvary and say
to Satan that Christ is our substitute, and has stood in our place, and carries all our sins, and has
borne the punishment which we deserved. When Satan accuses us of the worst of sins, we can say,
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus”—Romans 8, verse
1; and also, “being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”—
Romans 5, verse 1. And we can further challenge Satan with the words, “Who shall lay any thing to
the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession
for us”—Romans 8:33 and 34.

Here, God says to Satan, “The LORD...rebuke thee,” Satan. Jerusalem was a most rebellious
city, but yet it was the city God chose out of all the cities of the earth to place his name there. Joshua
and Jerusalem stand together. The high priest stands for the city and nation. A great statement is
made here: “Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”” That was true of Joshua, and it was true
of Jerusalem and it is true of the church today. Joshua was spared. He was to be destroyed by a
righteous and holy God, but another took his place. Similarly Jerusalem was destroyed by the
Chaldeans but it is now emerging from the ashes like a brand plucked from the fire. We look at the
church today. It is so weak. The world has infiltrated and invaded it and taken it over. The church
is so dead that it appears to be doomed. But God picks the brand from the fire. God will have his
church. The gates of hell will not prevail against it. To man, the situation seems hopeless, but it
is never so to God. When all hope is lost, he steps in and shows that he cares deeply, and he has a
great plan for his people. We must never despair.

Verse 3, Joshua’s Filthy Garments—“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood
before the angel.”

The angel here is the Angel of the Covenant. It is God, the second person of the Trinity, and
he is the One who appears in all the theophanies in the Old Testament. The High Priest’s clothes
are described as filthy. The word used here is very strong. His clothes are, as it were, covered with
dung. What priest would dare appear before God at the altar with such filthy clothes? Satan stands
at his right hand to accuse him. Surely Satan is right. Joshua is a disgrace. But was there ever a
high priest who could draw near in his own righteousness. Every high priest from Aaron onwards
was a sinner, and in that sense, totally unfit for approaching God. The only One who was “holy,
harmless undefiled, separate from sinners,” was the Lord Jesus Christ—Hebrews 7:26—1Jesus, a
priest after the order of Melchisedec, the final and greatest High Priest, the Priest whom we need,
and of whom all other priests were simply types.

Take off the Filthy Garments, verse 4—“And he answered and spake unto those that stood
before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have
caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.”

Here we have a wonderful truth set before us. The filthy garments are taken off Joshua. They
are placed instead upon our Lord Jesus. He takes our rags and gives to us his pure white robe
of his righteousness. We are taught here the great Reformation doctrine of justification by faith
alone. In every other religion, priests and men stand before God in their own righteousness, self
righteousness. No provision is made for sinners. Priests must try very hard to impress God with
their clean garments. Sadly, however, the very best of men are sinners. We all sin in thought, word,
and deed constantly. In the eyes of an infinitely holy and just God, we are clothed in defiled and
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stinking garments. Jesus taught us, when we have achieved our very best, and tried our hardest,
“When ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable
servants: we have done that which was our duty to do”—Luke 17, verse 10. The moment we put
our faith in Jesus Christ, we are perfectly justified and accepted as righteous in the eyes of our holy
God, and the Lord Jesus says to us, as he said to the notorious sinner woman in Luke 7, “Thy sins
are forgiven thee...Thy faith hath saved thee, go in peace”—Luke 7:48 and 50.

The word used here in the Hebrew for “change of raiment™ has the idea of festive garments and
joyous, celebratory clothes. How wonderful! One moment Joshua is clothed with dirty garments
and is standing there in shame with Satan laughing at him, and in the next moment, he is covered
in beautiful, clean, celebratory robes. Now it is Satan’s turn to be ashamed. The accuser of the
brethren has nothing to say. In the book of Revelation we find the words, “And I heard a loud
voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our
God day and night”—Revelation 12, verse 10. Satan is called the “accuser of the brethren,” but he
is cast down.

Verse 5, Clothe Him Afresh—“And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set
a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.”

The Aaronic high priest had a mitre, or a kind of turban, with a solid gold plate on it which
had the words engraved on it, “HOLINESS TO THE LORD”—Exodus 28:36. Where does this
holiness come from? Again, it comes from Christ. He imparts holiness to us, and by his Spirit, we
are sanctified. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as
it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord”—1 Corinthians 1, verses 30 to 31. Christ
earned it all for his people. Christ is our sanctification, and Paul exhorts us, “But put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof”—Romans 13, verse
14. Helped by the Spirit of God, we are to put off our sins and clothe ourselves with Christ. No one
can get into heaven without the wedding garment—Matthew 22:11 to 13.

Now coming to verses 6 and 7, The Lord’s Encouragement—*“And the angel of the LORD
protested unto Joshua, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if
thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and
I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.”

These are solemn words. Joshua has been justified, and now he has the duty to live a holy life.
Yes, we, as God’s people, have been justified, and all our sins past, present, and future, have been
pardoned, but now we must walk in his ways. The priest and the people have a great obligation laid
upon them. We must not think because our sins are forgiven that we can continue to sin. To do that
would demonstrate that we have never been born again. It would show that our nature has not been
changed, and that we are still unconverted. It would demonstrate that we never really believed in
Jesus with saving faith. Actually, faith in Christ is impossible until we are regenerated. Paul wrote
to the Romans, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”’—Romans 6, verses 1 and 2.
A person who is converted has experienced a huge change. Someone who is born-again hates
sin. Paul exhorted the Philippians, “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure”™—
Philippians 2, verses 12 and 13. We must work at saving ourselves, but at the same time, we must
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remember that it is God who is working in us, giving us the desire and the ability. The promise is
made to Joshua the son of Josedech that if he will obey the Lord he will judge God’s house and
keep his courts and lead his people and be given his place among the courtiers of heaven.

Verse 8, The Branch—*“Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit
before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch.”

Interestingly, there were actually no seats in the temple. The priests were constantly ministering
and offering sacrifices which could never take away sin—Hebrews 10:1 to 2. Their work never
was finished. But the priests here gathered before Joshua have completed their work, and therefore
they are seated. The one great sacrifice has made atonement for sin forever. It is finished. They are
seated. “Men wondered at,” that is because they are types of Jesus Christ, the great High Priest,
who having made atonement for our sins sat down at the right hand of God.

“For, behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branch.” What we have here is a very clear
prophecy of the coming Messiah. He is called “my servant”. This is in line with the servant songs
of Isaiah. The most famous begins, “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted
and extolled, and be very high”—Isaiah 52, verse 13. Interestingly, you also get a picture of the
Branch or Shoot in this servant’s song: “For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as
a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no
beauty that we should desire him”—Isaiah 53, verse 2. He is the rejected One, despised, wounded,
bruised, chastised, and “he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my
people was he stricken”—verse 8. “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his
days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand”—verse 10. The Lord was pleased
with his Servant because he carried out his will for the salvation of the elect—"‘he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors”—verse 12.

So the Branch here is the Son of David, who is also David’s Lord: “The LORD said unto my
Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The LORD shall send the
rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies”—Psalm 110, verses 1 and
2. According to his humanity, he is a child of David, but he is also the Son of God. He needed to be
divine as well as human, to carry out his great work of redemption. As he himself said, “I am the
root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star”—Revelation 22, verse 16. He is
the root of David as God, and he is the shoot or Branch of David as the man and David’s son. He
is the fruitful Branch who has many children. His travailing will not be in vain, “He shall see of
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities”—Isaiah 53, verse 11.

Verse 9, The Stone—*“For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone
shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.”

The picture is changed from the Branch to a Stone. These men were building the temple. Here
is the most critical stone of all, “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone
of the corner”—Psalm 118, verse 22. So the Stone is another representation of the one who is
the Branch. The Lord Jesus was rejected in his day by the Pharisees and the Sadducees, but he is
become the chief cornerstone. He is the great stone which holds the building together. The true
and lasting temple is based on him. The stone has seven eyes and these are the seven spirits of
God, or the Holy Spirit in the fullness of his power who equipped Christ for his work. The stone
is engraved, like the plate on the mitre, on the priest’s mitre, with “HOLINESS TO THE LORD”.
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He removes the iniquity of Israel in one day and the end result is heaven. So here we have then a
wonderful prophecy of Christ and his work.

And then verse 10, Peace—*“In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his
neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.”

The Lord here is disclosing the future to the prophet and to Israel. There are wonderful days
coming. The One who is the Branch and the Stone shall come. There shall be an age of great peace
and prosperity. We have here the idyllic picture of every man calling his neighbor to sit and talk
with him under his vine and under his fig tree. It surely speaks of glorious times ahead for the
church of God, but especially of the promised land of heaven above. Amen.
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Today we come to lecture 6 in our series in Zechariah’s visions. This one deals with the golden
candlestick in Zechariah, chapter 4. Of all Zechariah’s visions this is my favourite one. In these
days in Scotland and indeed in the whole Western world, it is easy to become discouraged. Church
attendances are small. The vast majority of the population shows no interest in God. We have the
glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, telling how God became man to save us, how he died
on the cross in our room and stead, bearing our sins and the punishment due to us, how he rose
again on the third day having completed the work of atonement, and how he now calls all men and
women to repent and believe, and so to be saved, be adopted into God’s family, and have a place
with him in heaven when we die.

But most people show no interest. Many no longer believe in God. The theory of evolution is
accepted as explaining how everything came into being following the “big bang”, so called. People
have comfortable lives with no great financial needs. They are doped by entertainment and have
little time or clarity of head to think seriously. If there is a God, the churches generally portray him
as a God of love who is no threat to anyone. There is little preaching of hell, so there is no fear of
God’s wrath. The church’s message, for example, on sexual behaviour, is generally confused and
woolly, and therefore ignored.

Man is self-righteous and thinks of himself as relatively good, so that even if there is a hell, he
thinks, “God surely won’t send me there. There’s lots of people worse than me around.” Oh, what
a need there is then for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, to convict and convert, to “reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” to come—1John 16, verse 8. We need God to
intervene and to shake men and women out of their apathy. We cry with Isaiah of old, “Oh that thou
wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down”—Isaiah 64, verse 1.

This chapter, though, encourages us. It tells us that God will build his church. We are to look
up to heaven and to rejoice in the sovereign Lord, who is over all, and who is working out his
promises, and his purposes for the salvation of his people.

First, in verses 1 to 3, The Church Pictured— “And the angel that talked with me came again,
and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. And said unto me, What seest thou? And
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I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: And two
olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.”

The angel returns to Zechariah to show him more visions. Here, it seems to him that he is
wakened out of this sleep, and he is asked what he sees. First, he sees a candlestick, or rather a
lampstand made of gold. It would remind him of the lampstand, the menorah in the tabernacle and
later, in the temple. It was, of course, a type of Christ, who is the light of the world. But it also it
symbolizes God’s people, the Israelites in the Old Testament, and the church today. Christ shines
through his people. He says. “I am the light of the world”—John 8, verse 12. But he also says to his
followers, “[You] are the light of the world”—Matthew 5, verse 14. You are not the source of light,
but rather you are to transmit my light. Be a candlestick to the world. Jesus said, ‘“Neither do men
light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven”—Matthew 5, verses 15 to 16. There is no light in us of ourselves, but
we are to reflect the light of Christ to mankind.

The church is the body of Christ, and the church existed in the Old Testament too. The Jews
were the church in Zechariah’s day. Our understanding of this is clarified in the book of Revelation.
There we come across the lampstands again, when the Apostle John is given a vision of Christ: “And
I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;
and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man”—Revelation 1, verses 12
to 13). This vision is then explained, “The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right
hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and
the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches”—Revelation 1:20. So here we
are specifically told that the candlesticks represent the seven churches of Asia.

The church of God is composed of the elect who have come to faith in Christ. In the Old
Testament, they looked forward in faith to the One who was to come, and to be the Lamb of God
taking away the sin of the world. In the New Testament age, we look back in faith to Calvary, and to
the finished work of Christ on the cross. This is, “the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood”—Acts 20:28. Patriarchs like Abel, Enoch, and Noah belonged to the church. It was
first organized separately in the days of Abraham, when he was told to circumcise his children and
place upon them the token of the covenant—Genesis chapter 17. The sign of circumcision is later
described as ““a seal of the righteousness” which is by faith—Romans 4:11. It was a sign and seal
of the covenant of grace, and marked out the church of the Old Testament just as baptism marks
out the church of the New Testament.

The world lies in the darkness of ignorance and sin. It is dominated by the prince of darkness,
the devil. The church gives light. It transmits the light of Christ who is “the true Light, which
lighteth every man that cometh into the world”—1John 1, verse 9. Our light is not from ourselves.
By nature, we have no light in us. It is only as Christ, by his Spirit, comes to reside in our hearts
that we can truly shine forth. God said, “Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant
whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me
there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me
there is no saviour’—Isaiah 43, verses 10 and 11.

The lampstand here is all of gold. This speaks of its value. In the eyes of the world, the church
is despised, but God sees his church as really precious. He says, “They shall be mine, saith the
LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth

32



his own son that serveth him”—Malachi 3, verse 17. Gold has a durability about it. Iron will rust,
and silver tarnish, but gold continues to shine. There is a certain purity about gold, and so, God’s
church, washed in the blood, is without spot or blemish.

Further, this candlestick has seven lamps. Seven is the number of the church, and the number
of perfection. There are two olive trees by the lampstand, one on the right side and the other on the
left. These produce a constant supply of oil for the lamps so that they keep shining.

Verses 4 to 6, The Power of the Church—*“So I answered and spake to the angel that talked
with me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then the angel that talked with me answered and said
unto me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then he answered and spake
unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”

What a contrast there was between the days of Zechariah and that of David and Solomon.
When the first temple was built, the wealth that David and Solomon had gathered was immense.
Solomon had a huge labor force at his disposal and many highly-gifted craftsmen. The temple,
in earthly terms, was truly magnificent. Zerubbabel and Joshua could not hope to build anything
like it in glory. There was this huge project before them, and it was easy to be paralyzed by the
immensity of the challenge. When we struggle to build God’s church today, we are conscious
that we do not have great Reformers like Luther, and Calvin, and Knox with us. We do not have
deep theologians like Owen, and Edwards, and Warfield. We do not have mighty preachers and
evangelists like Whitefield and Spurgeon. We are few in number, and none of us are particularly
gifted. But we must remember what is said here: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the LORD of hosts.” It is not human gifts which makes the difference, but divine blessing.
“Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?”—Isaiah
2, verse 22. Do not look to man to provide the answers. Man at best is feeble. Isaiah records, “The
voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is
as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD
bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word
of our God shall stand for ever’—Isaiah 40, verses 6 to 8. Do not trust in man. Look up! Put your
faith in God. Seek the help of his Spirit. Human might and power will fail, but when the Spirit of
God begins a work, he will finish it: “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”—Philippians 1, verse 6. Here,
then, there is a tremendous encouragement for us in our weakness. It does not depend on us, but
on God. We look to God to revive his church. God promises miracles, and the impossible becomes
possible: “Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to
bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought
forth her children”—Isaiah 66, verse 8. Yes, God assures us, a nation can be born again in a day.
Let us labor in prayer for this.

Verse 7, Obstacles Overcome—“Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace,
grace unto it.”

It was hard for the returning exiles to build the temple. Mountains of rubbish had to be cleared
away before the work could begin. New stones and timber had to be gathered and prepared. The
Samaritans opposed the work and tried to stop it. For a while they succeeded. Some pessimists
among the Jews felt sure that the enterprise would be a complete failure. They discouraged the
workers. It is the same today. There are many enemies—politicians, the media, the philosophers,
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leaders in education, social workers, “woke”! campaigners, and the courts. Secularists and
humanists are actively promoting their agenda. False religions and cults of every sort abound.
There are mountains blocking our way. It seems that there is no way the church can be built up. But
look at the promise here: “Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become
a plain.” The mountains that in the way are removed by God. Jesus said, “Have faith in God. For
verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith
shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith’—Mark 11:22 and 23. If we have faith,
even as small as a mustard seed, we can overcome every obstacle. We can overcome mountains of
problems, and we can cast these mountains into the sea.

God is here assuring Zerubbabel that the work of the temple will be successful. Unbelieving
people say that it will never be completed, but Zerubbabel shall “bring forth the headstone thereof
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” The copestone, or final stone, will be placed. When
that is done, it will not be a matter of, “See the great work that I have done! Aren’t I great?” But
rather, “Grace, grace unto it—to God be all the glory!” Nothing would have been achieved without
him. Praise be to God! And of course, it’s like that in building God’s church. All the glory must go
to God. Nothing of lasting value is achieved without him.

Turning now to verses 8 and 9, Assured Success— “Moreover the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall
also finish it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you.”

The hands of Zerubbabel, the governor, laid the foundation of the second temple, and God
assures both him and the people that his hands shall place the last stone in position. This is the
word of the Lord, and he never tells lies. His Word will never fail, and his promises are sure. When
the Jews shall see the temple completed, they will have to confess that a prophet of the Lord has
been amongst them. What tremendous encouragement this was for the struggling builders. We too
have the words of an even greater Prophet, the Lord Jesus Christ—Matthew 16:18: “I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” One day, a New Testament church, a
New Testament temple, will be complete. John tells us of the revelation he received of the church
of God in her final perfect state. The angel showed it to him, and said, “Come hither, I will shew
thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,
and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having
the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear
as crystal; And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels,
and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On
the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates.
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb”—Revelation 21, verses 9 to 14. This is the church of God. This is the spiritual temple.
John says he saw no temple in heaven. That is because it’s all temple. Success in building God’s
church is assured.

Coming to verse 10, Sinful Pessimism—*“For who hath despised the day of small things? for

1 “Woke” is an adjective derived from African-American Vernacular English (AAVE) meaning “alert to
racial prejudice and discrimination.” Beginning in the 2010s, it came to encompass a broader awareness
of social inequalities such as racial injustice, sexism, and denial of LGBT rights. It has also been used as
shorthand for some ideas of the American Left involving identity politics and social justice. (Wikipedia.
org)
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they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are
the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth.”

Zechariah’s day was a day of small things in that the Jews were weak and poor. Because they
were few in number and not gifted, some pessimists said that nothing would be achieved. They
were wasting their time trying to build a temple. Sometimes you and I feel that we are failures and
are overwhelmed by the difficulties of building God’s church. Even the Messiah is prophesied as
saying words which many a minister has used, “I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength
for nought, and in vain”—Isaiah 49, verse 4. But our Lord goes on to say, “Yet surely my judgment
is with the LORD, and my work with my God.” Then God assures him: “And now, saith the LORD
that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not
gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, and my God shall be my strength. And
he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to
restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be
my salvation unto the end of the earth”—Isaiah 49, verses 5 and 6. The Messiah would restore the
tribes of Jacob and even gather the Gentiles into the church. Later, Isaiah declares, “He shall see
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities”—Isaiah 53, verse 11.

We must not despise the day of small things. Though it appears to us at times that very little is
achieved, we must remember that with the Lord, one day is as a thousand years. God is working
out his purposes, and they will not fail. The plummet is in the hands of the heavenly Zerubbabel,
and the building work is progressing, even if only a stone or two that are laid in our lifetime. Every
stone adds to the building. We are encouraged to be, “stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”—I1
Corinthians 15:58. Anything done for the Lord is worthwhile.

We are then told of the seven, which is interpreted as “the eyes of the Lord, which run to and
fro through the whole earth.” What are these seven? Again the book of Revelation is helpful. In
the introduction, we find the words, “Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which
was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; and from Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead”—Revelation 1, verses 4 to 5.
Here, the three persons of the Trinity are referred to, and the Holy Spirit is called “the seven Spirits
before his throne.” God’s Spirit works on earth applying redemption to God’s people, striving with
sinners, and sanctifying, and equipping the Lord’s people for their work. With the aid of the Spirit,
great things are done.

We come now to verses 11 to 14, An Unlimited Supply of Blessing—*“Then answered I, and
said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the
left side thereof? And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches
which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out of themselves? And he answered me
and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then said he, These are the
two anointed ones, that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.”

The lampstand in the tabernacle had to be filled with oil each morning. But this one receives
a constant supply of oil from the two olive trees. Because of this, it constantly shines and gives
its light. But what do the two trees represent? They are described as the “two anointed ones,
that stand by the LORD of the whole earth.” The word “anointed” refers to the Messiah, in the
Hebrew of the Old Testament, or the Christ, in the Greek of the New Testament. So the reference
is clearly to Christ as the source of oil. His atoning work earned this for his church. Paul tells the
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Ephesians, “When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men”—
Ephesians 4, verse 8. When Christ ascended, he sent the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to abide with
the church and equip her for her ministry. Oil is often used as a picture of the Spirit. But why are
there two anointed ones rather than just one? The two anointed ones at that time were Zerubbabel
the governor—Zerubbabel himself, and Joshua the High Priest. They were types of Christ. And
so, this refers to the offices of Christ. He was anointed a King and a Priest. He also has the office
of Prophet, but prophets were not normally anointed. So our Lord Jesus Christ is set before us
here as our great Priest and King, who has earned for us the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who is the
Comforter, the Encourager, the Advocate, and the Empowerer. The Spirit is God with us. Praise be
to the Lord Jesus Christ, who earned salvation for us, and who earned for us the mighty work of
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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The Fli?ingeScroll

Today we come to our seventh lecture in this series on Zechariah’s visions. Today we’ll be
dealing with the flying scroll, which is the sixth vision, and is to be found in Zechariah, chapter 5,
verses 1 to 4.

The first five visions of Zechariah are full of encouragement but the next two are more
challenging. We all need encouragement, but we also need rebuke and correction. Too many
ministers today flatter their congregations. They tell them that all is well when it is not. They do
not mention sin and repentance, though these topics are a huge part of the Biblical message. People
today like to hear that God is love, but they forget that God’s love is a holy love. He created a world
that was perfect and happy, but very quickly man sinned, and so spoiled God’s beautiful world.
God, in his wrath, cast our first parents out of the garden of Eden and threatened them with eternal
hell if they would not repent and put their trust in the Savior he provided. That same truth was
emphasised when God destroyed the ancient world with a flood, but provided an ark for salvation.
Later, God delivered his chosen people from the land of Egypt, from their bondage there, but when
they sinned in the wilderness, he punished them severely, so that actually only two men of the
many who left Egypt entered in the promised land. The rest perished in the desert. Down through
the centuries, God sent prophet after prophet to warn the Israelites of their sins, but they hated the
faithful prophets because they demanded repentance. God complained through Isaiah, “This is a
rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: which say to
the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth
things, prophesy deceits”—Isaiah 30, verses 9 to 10. People do not like criticism, but always want
“smooth things,” encouraging and comforting words. However the faithful messenger would cry,
like Ezekiel, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?”—
Ezekiel 33:11. Continue as you are going and you will perish. Repent and you will be saved. Turn
to God, because there’s life with him.

The teaching of the New Testament is just the same as the Old Testament. John the Baptist
prepared the way for the Messiah proclaiming, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”—
Matthew 3, verse 2. When Jesus Christ appeared he used the same words in his preaching: “Repent:
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for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”—Matthew 4, verse 17. Peter, on the day of Pentecost,
having pointed out the terrible sin of the Jews in crucifying Christ, exhorted the thousands who
were listening, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”—Acts 2:38. Paul addressed
the Greeks, the philosophers, on Mars Hill in Athens. And there, he did not use “smooth” words,
but faithfully declared that “God...now commandeth all men every where to repent: because he
hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the
dead”—Acts 17:30-31. The Bible’s message from Genesis to Revelation is clear—repent! But
modern man does not want to hear it, and sadly, too many ministers are afraid to proclaim it. Even
most professing Christians today cannot stand hearing about their sinful lives being condemned.
But sin is a terrible reality. Unless we repent, we will perish forever in hell. But the glad tidings
of the gospel are that God has provided a Savior, his own Son who died on the cross to save
sinners. All who repent and receive the Savior will be reconciled to God, adopted into his family,
sanctified, and spend eternity with him, in his home in heaven. Only holy people get to heaven.
“Follow...holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord”—Hebrews 12, verse 14.

First, we have then, A Flying Scroll, verses 1 and 2—*“Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes,
and looked, and behold a flying roll. And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see
a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits.”

Books in ancient times were not bound as ours are today. Rather, they were rolled up in the
form of a scroll with a stick attached to each end. Sometimes they were made of leather, and other
times of papyrus. As they were read, they would be unrolled just enough for a person to read them.
By unrolling one end and rolling the other end, the whole scroll could be read. Normally such
books would only be about 25 centimeters, or 10 inches, broad. This scroll, however, is enormous.
Its length is twenty cubits, or 30 feet, or 9.25 meters. Its breadth is 10 cubits, or 15 feet, or 4.5
metres. This gigantic scroll could not be held by one man, nor is it spread on a table, but actually
it’s flying in the air. It is like a banner unfurled by an airplane. Interestingly, the dimensions are
the same as for the holy place in the tabernacle. This emphasises that it is of significance for God’s
covenant people. Also it is of the same dimensions as Solomon’s porch where the law was read. On
this scroll is written a message from God. It is God’s word to Judah. We are to ask what is God’s
word to us today.

Then verse 3, The Curse—*“Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the
face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it;
and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it.”

The one speaking here is the angel who was showing Zechariah these visions. He explains
that the curse goes over the face of the earth. We live in a world where we are constantly hearing
cursing and swearing. Some people cannot speak without every second word being a curse. This is
of course totally wrong, but it’s nothing new. Jesus confronted it in his own day. Though the Jews
were a very religious society, yet there language was far from what it should have been. In the
Sermon on the Mount, our Lord said, “Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne:
nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.
Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let
your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil”—
Matthew 5:34-37. All coarse language should be avoided, and swearing is strictly forbidden. The
Christian’s language should mark him out as different from the world around him. Also remember
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that the curses of our fellow man can do us no harm, no matter how horrible they sound. God’s
curses, however, are totally different. They are terrible because God is powerful, and what he says
happens. Whom God curses is cursed. His wrath and curse must be avoided at all costs. We should
greatly fear offending God. As the men of Beth-shemesh said, “Who is able to stand before this
holy LORD God?”—1 Samuel 6, verse 20.

This huge scroll contains curses upon the one who breaks God’s commandments. It’s a flying
scroll, and therefore quick to deliver its punishments. It hovers like a hawk or eagle about to dive on
its prey. “Wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together”—Matthew 24:28.
How frightening for the sinner! How wonderful it is that as Christians, we can hide in Christ. He
bore the wrath and curse of God for us, being made a curse for us—Galatians 3, verse 13. He is our
hiding place—Psalm 32, verse 7. He is a willing Savior, ready to receive and to deliver all those
who come to him. He grieved and wept over the Jews rejection of him: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!”—Matthew 23, verse 37. All who come to him—to Christ—are saved. Under his outstretched
wings, they are protected.

When the Israelites entered the promised land, they were to be divided into two groups. Half
of them would stand upon Mount Gerizim and pronounce blessings. The other half would stand
upon Mount Ebal and pronounce curses. Notice some of these curses: “Cursed be the man that
maketh any graven or molten image, an abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the
craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the people shall answer and say, Amen. Cursed
be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be
he that removeth his neighbour’s landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be he
that maketh the blind to wander out of the way. And all the people shall say, Amen. Cursed be
he that perverteth the judgment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow. And all the people shall
say, Amen”—Deuteronomy 27, verses 15—-19. There are many more curses. In the next chapter,
Deuteronomy 28, there Moses pronounces God’s blessings on obedience, but he also declared: “It
shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do
all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall
come upon thee, and overtake thee: Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the
field. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit
of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou
comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out. The LORD shall send upon thee cursing,
vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and
until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken
me”—Deuteronomy 28, verses 15-20. And the curses continue in that chapter. They are horrible
and terrifying.

God’s law is serious. He is a great God. Our duty is to obey him. We were created to “glorify
and enjoy him”—Westminster Shorter Catechism, answer #1. He is a loving God, but he is also a
holy and just God. He revealed himself to Moses as: “The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth
generation”—Exodus 34, verses 6—7. Sin will certainly be punished. God’s name and character
demand that. This is emphasised by Paul when he wrote quoting from the law: “Cursed is every one
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that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”—Galatians
3, verse 10. It is not simply the big commandments which must be kept. All commandments have
to be observed in every detail, and one breaking of one of the least commandments will send that
guilty person to hell forever. God requires perfection: “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect”—Matthew 5:48. None of us is perfect. This is why we need a Savior.

And then verse 4, The Punishment—*I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall
enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it
shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones
thereof.”

Two commandments are singled outas examples, butall are included. The Eighth Commandment
states, “Thou shalt not steal”—Exodus 20, verse 15. In a sense, all the commandments could be
summed up under this one. The First Commandment states that we are to have no other gods
before him. To have another god, would be to steal glory from the only real God. The Second
Commandment states that we are not to worship him with images, or in any other way that he
himself has not directed. So that would again be stealing from the proper worship which is to
be afforded to God. The Third Commandment warns against taking God’s name in vain, which
would again be stealing from the honor which should be given to God. The Fourth Commandment
requires that we give to God one day in seven to be specially kept for him as a holy day. Not to
do so would be to steal the time for our pleasure which we should be giving to God. The Fifth
Commandment calls upon us to honor our parents. Failure to do so steals from them the respect
they are due. The Sixth Commandment condemns murder, and the stealing of another person’s
life from them. The Seventh Commandment condemns adultery, or the stealing of someone else’s
wife. The Ninth Commandment condemns the stealing of the truth from another person—Iies. The
Tenth Commandment, which is “Thou shalt not covet”, makes plain that even the desire to have
that which belongs to someone else is a sin, because it is stealing in the heart, and it is the thought
that precedes every other stealing. The very first sin of Adam and Even was stealing fruit from
God’s special tree. Stealing is a very serious sin.

The other sin mentioned here is swearing falsely. This is also to commit a great crime
against the Lord. To swear falsely means taking God’s name in vain, and so breaking the Third
Commandment. It also means bearing false witness, or telling a lie, which is a direct breach of the
Ninth Commandment. To sin in this way involves treating God with contempt. It calls the God
who is almighty and all-seeing to witness a statement made. Further it requires God to punish if
that promise is broken. To go ahead and to break a promise in the light of this is to regard God as
not seeing what is going on, on earth, or not caring what happens, or not able to punish a breach
of promise. It is not loving God with all your heart, and soul, and strength, and mind. Indeed it is
despising him and his rule over the earth. Swearing falsely also involves not loving your neighbor,
but trying to deceive, and so hurt him. There is a particularly serious warning attached to the Third
Commandment. “The LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain”—Exodus
20, verse 7.

The great scroll is threatening. It is flying, watching like a hawk, hovering as it were over
the sinner, ready to pounce. God has his eye on every individual in the world and on all that is
happening. The scroll enters the house of the transgressor and burns up the stones as well as the
timber. When the Jews returned from their exile they had permission of the emperor to rebuild the
temple at Jerusalem. The Samaritans opposed the work and succeeded in stopping it for a time.
Later it was discovered that the Jews had the emperor’s permission, and in fact, Darius decreed,
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“That whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up,
let him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. And the God that hath
caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings and people, that shall put to their hand to alter
and to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; let it be done
with speed”—that’s Ezra 6, verses 11-12. Terrible punishment would come on any who opposed
Darius’ decree. But far worse will happen to the one who is found guilty here. The scroll of curses
would enter their house and remain there. Not only was the timber of the house to be burnt but even
the very stones were to be consumed. This is the sort of fire that came down from heaven on the
altar which Elijah built on Mount Carmel. Everything was burnt—the stones, the dust, the water,
everything. God promises blessing on the faithful, but he hates sin and will surely punish it with
terrifying wrath. So we see that the great scroll has written upon it God’s law and the curse of God
upon the law breakers. It will destroy all who are outside of Christ.

In conclusion, we should note that there are three uses for the law of God. First, God’s law
shows us our sin, convicting us of our sinfulness and danger, so that we flee to Christ as our only
hope for salvation. The law, as Paul said, is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ—Galatians 3:24.
It is binding upon every man and woman. To some extent, it is written upon every conscience and
is the basis for God’s judgment on the last day: “They were judged every man according to their
works”—Revelation 20, verse 13. The second use of the law is as a rule for society. It provides the
basis for the laws of every country, and in this way, restrains evil. The third use of the law is as a
guide and rule for the Christian life. Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments,” keep my
law—1John 14, verse 15. Having been saved by grace, we need the law as a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path. We do not merit salvation by keeping the commandments, but we show our love
and appreciation to God by keeping the commandments.

The law, like the scroll here, is that which will condemn the unbelieving sinner to hell. Amen.
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Today we come to our eighth lecture in our series on The Visions of Zechariah, and our lecture
today is entitled, “The Ephah,” and it deals with Zechariah, chapter 5, verses 5 to 11.

In the sixth vision, the prophet saw a flying scroll which contained curses upon the wicked. Sin
is certainly going to be punished. This scroll enters the house of the thief and the perjurer and burns
up everything, even the very stones of their homes. God’s wrath will burn against the wicked with
fire unquenchable through all the ages of eternity. This present vision is similar. People seem to sin
with impunity at times. They appear to get off with their sin but, we are assured, eventually all sin
will be punished. “The wages of sin is death”—Romans 6:23, and God never fails to pay wages.
Sin is serious. God hates it. The wicked shall not go unpunished.

So, The Ephah, verses 5 to 6—“Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto
me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he
said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the
earth.”

The same angel who had shown him the previous visions directs Zechariah to notice a new
revelation. The prophet is still thinking about the previous vision, but now there is another vision
to see. He sees an ephah. An ephah was a measuring basket used for selling grain. Among the
main crops grown in Israel were cereals—wheat and barley. Merchants would use these baskets to
measure the quantities being sold. Idolatry used to be the big sin of the Israelites. Time and time
again they forsook the Lord and turned to the gods of the nations round about them. Even shortly
after leaving Egypt, they made a golden calf and worshipped it. Later, in the plains of Moab, they
were enticed by beautiful Midianite and Moabitish women to come to their pagan feasts in honor
of their idols and commit fornication with them. After entering the promised land, and after the
death of Joshua and the elders who outlived Joshua, they forget the Lord again, and turn to worship
Baalim. God hands them over to their enemies who oppress them. In their suffering, they turn to
the Lord who raises up a deliverer for them. Again they fall away, and again in their trouble, they
cry to God, and he saves them. The Book of Judges records how time and again they backslide
and worship idols. Their enemies are allowed to conquer them and oppress them. In their distress,
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they return to God, and he sends them a judge to deliver them. The same is true in the days of
the kings. Eventually God hands them over to the Babylonians, who carry them away captive to
Babylon. For seventy years, they suffer exile far from home. By the time eventually when they
return to the land of Canaan, they are at last cured of this kind of gross idolatry. But sadly, new sins
emerge. Not worshipping the old idols, but now their sins are the love of money, materialism, and
self-righteousness.

When they first returned from Babylon, they set up the altar of the Lord, and began again to
worship God with the sacrifices which he had required of Moses and Aaron. They also started to
rebuild the temple and were initially enthusiastic. But gradually, struggling with the difficulties,
facing the opposition of enemies, but especially concerned to build their own homes and cultivate
their own fields, they left off building the temple. They procrastinated, putting off the building
work. They said, one day they would build it, but not now. Haggai refers to this in his prophecy:
“This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built. Then came
the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet, saying, Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your
cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider
your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye
are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that earneth wages earneth
wages to put it into a bag with holes. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways”—that’s
Haggai 1, verses 2—7. They lived in beautiful ceiled or panelled houses, while God’s house was a
ruin. They worked hard to be rich, but actually they were not prospering. They earned money, as it
were, to put it into a purse with a hole in the bottom. Their money just disappeared. There was no
blessing on their labors. Jesus said: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you”—Matthew 6:33. In this we have a wonderful promise.
But because they were seeking first their own wealth, God refused to bless them with prosperity
in earthly riches.

The sin of the Jews at that time was exactly the same as the sins of the world today. People’s
priorities are wealth and material things. The majority of people are full of covetousness. In their
greed, they forget that they have souls and spend almost all their time and energy in the pursuit of
wealth. Paul warned, “The love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O
man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness”—that’s 1 Timothy 6, verses 10—11. Strikes are common today, as people demand more
pay. People move far away for a better paying job, and they never seem to ask, “Will I be near a
good church?” or, “Will it badly affect my opportunity to serve in God’s church?” or, “Will the
longer hours I have to work have a negative effect upon my soul?” Jesus warned, “You cannot
serve God and mammon”—Matthew 6:24.

Now, The Woman, verses 7 to 8—“And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is
a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into
the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof.”

Zechariah next sees a woman sitting in the middle of the basket. The lid has been raised.
The basket seems too small for her, and she appears to be trying to get out of it. She is called
wickedness and represents the Jewish people. The wickedness is obviously connected with the
ephah or measure being used in buying and selling. We think of God’s words through Amos:
“Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, saying,
When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth
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wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit? That
we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse”—the
rubbish—*“of the wheat?”—Amos 8, verses 4—6. There are many sins particularly connected to the
marketplace. God sees the greed that oppresses the poor. He notices when an ephah for selling is
made smaller than it should be, and when the shekel for payment made larger. He is aware of the
wicked hearts of the merchants who grudge stopping their work for holy days and giving the new
moon and the Sabbath Day to God. They long for the holy days to be past, so that they can return
to their dealings and their moneymaking.

Similarly, God warns through the prophet Micah that he will certainly punish the cheating
merchants: “Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant
measure that is abominable? Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag
of deceitful weights? For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof
have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. Therefore also will I make thee sick
in smiting thee, in making thee desolate because of thy sins”—Micah 6, verses 10—-13. They had
a bag of deceitful weights which were used to deceive and to rob people. The dishonest traders
are becoming rich but God is watching. Nothing is hid from him. He sees their behaviour as
abominable. He will smite them and make them sick and desolate.

Our Lord was troubled when he saw the Court of the Gentiles in the temple, which was meant
to be a place for prayer for the Gentiles, taken over by the money changers and merchants, who
were selling their sheep, and cattle, and doves. At a cost, they had received permission from the
priests to trade there, and the animals and birds which they sold would be approved for sacrifices.
The priests were paid bribes to allow it, and so made money out of it, and the merchants got their
profits too. But the scriptures says, “Jesus went into the temple...and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that
sold doves, and said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye
have made it a den of thieves”—Matthew 21, verses 12—13. There is, of course, no sin in being a
merchant, nor in being rich. Sadly however, the love of money had led many of these Jews into
dishonesty. They could easily find ways to justify making a little extra “profit” this way or that,
finding ways of deceiving people. After cheating two or three times, the conscience is hardened
and no longer condemns. An unconverted person dead in trespasses and sins can easily degenerate
into being a thief. Even born-again Christians must be constantly on guard against the temptations
of Satan. What a sad picture we have here then of God’s church in Old Testament times. She is
represented by a woman called “wickedness” sitting in a measuring basket.

Verses 7 to 8, The Weight of Lead—*“And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this
is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it
into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof.”

It appears as if the woman is trying to get out of the basket. She is pushing up the lid. But a
huge lead weight is placed upon her crushing her down. The world and the devil promise freedom
and pleasure. If you have lots of money, they say you will be really happy. People work very, very
hard, and for long hours, and sometimes in difficult and unpleasant employment in order to be rich.
Some, foolishly, put their hard-earned money into the lottery hoping for sudden wealth. If they
win, they think that will be the end of all their troubles—they will be able to enjoy themselves. But
it does not work that way. Money, like the devil, is a cruel master. The more money you have the
more worries it brings. It is Christ alone who gives joy, and peace, and lasting happiness. He is the
one who sets us free: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my
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word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free”—John 8, verses 31-32.

Carried Away, verses 9 to 11—“Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there
came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork:
and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked
with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of
Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.”

So two women now appear having wings like a stork, and the wind is in their wings. The stork
is a migratory bird with strong wings and able to fly a great distance. These women come and pick
up the basket with the wicked woman inside it and carry it far away to the land of Shinar. Shinar
first appears in Genesis 11, as the place where an attempt was made to build the tower of Babel that
would reach right up to heaven. That was man in his determined revolt against God. That too was
where Babylon was located. The Jews have just returned from seventy years exile in Babylon. So
this speaks of a new exile. Four hundred years later, the sin of the Jews had reached a new climax
with the rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah whom God sent to them. When Pilate tried to
release Jesus, whom he knew to be innocent of the charges laid against him, the Jews said, “His
blood be upon us and upon our children.” The Roman eagles came, a terrible struggle ensued, and
many died in the siege, the famine, and the war. The Jews who were left were carried off to a new
exile that has lasted for 2000 years. Only now are they returning to their own land again.

The ephah was set upon its own base. It was not founded on Christ or on the truth but on their
own righteousness. The Jews are notorious for their self-righteousness and arrogance. They think
because they are Jews and keep their traditions that they have special favor with God. But rejecting
the God-appointed Messiah they are under God’s condemnation. Yet surely in their return at last
to their own land, we see the Lord’s mercy reaching them after so many years. They were God’s
chosen people in Old Testament times, and the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
“And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them in
again. For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary to
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be grafted
into their own olive tree? For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery,
lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob”—that’s Romans 11,
verses 23-26.

So here again, there is a call to repent of our sins, and to return to the Lord. We are warned
against the love of money, and called upon to set our hearts on heavenly and eternal things rather
than on worldly things. If we continue to love this world, and its riches, and pleasures, God’s wrath
will break out upon us. Amen
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God Relgns

We now come to lecture 9 in our series on Zechariah’s visions. This deals with the eighth
vision, the vision which sets out the truth that “God Reigns.” It is to be found in Zechariah, chapter
6, and verses 1 to 8.

The church today appears very weak. Huge forces are arrayed against it. Satan is always very
busy. He hates God and all that belongs to God. He tries all he can do to hurt the cause of God,
the church of God, and he wants to undermine the glory of God. He is the great opponent of the
church of God. The overriding ambition of Satan’s life is to lead astray the people of God, and
he uses all his followers and all his resources to achieve that end. He is highly intelligent. He is
of great experience. He has been learning his trade ever since the fall of man. He knows what is
likely to work in tempting people, and he never seems to forget anything. He has thousands of
demons at his command, and also millions of wicked men who are his slaves. Also, inside every
born-again Christian, there is the flesh. This is the remains of corruption, sometimes called fallen
human nature. It is indwelling sin, which Paul describes as a “law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members”—
Romans 7:23. Satan has access to our minds and can play upon our desires and stir up our lusts.
We need the whole armour of God to resist him. The church today is weak because Christians are
so busy caring for their families, and enjoying their many pleasures which are freely available, at
their work, and so on, that they have no time for their own souls. Instead of looking after the health
of their souls, they are forgetting that they are in a war, and that they have powerful enemies who
are determined to destroy them. Paul warned elsewhere, “We wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places”—Ephesians 6, verse 12. Christ sent us forth to spread the
kingdom by the preaching of the gospel, and so, bringing the world into subjection to him. Our
concern is to save men and women from hell, but Satan is busy opposing us.

In days gone by, almost everyone believed in a Creator who made the world and man upon
it. This meant that people generally believed in God as the Judge, before whom they would all
one day have to stand, and to give an account for their lives. On the basis of this judgment, there
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was a heaven or a hell in the next life. But today many believe in the so-called “big bang” as that
which formed the world, and evolution as that which produced man. It seems strange that out
of nothing there should be a bang which brings a universe into existence. Also, when one notes
the amazing complexity of the simplest form of life, it is amazing that scientists should believe
in the spontaneous generation of living organisms, and then also believe that by means of little
steps, man eventually would evolve from these single-cell creatures. Actually, in the process, there
would have to be so many huge and impossible steps to produce such body parts as eyes, as ears, a
heart with warm blood as opposed to cold blooded creatures, and sexual organs in creatures which
originally reproduced asexually.

Yet many are happy to believe in this, because the only alternative is to believe in the Creator
God to whom they are responsible. Evolution helps them to get rid of God and quietens their
consciences, these consciences which warn them that one day they will be judged. The universities,
the schools and the media unite in proclaiming that there is no God. Evolution is taken as a fact,
and those who do not believe in it are laughed out of court. This creates a huge resistance to the
preaching of the gospel. Sadly, even many churches also accept evolution, rejecting the teaching
of the Bible and so, help to undermine the gospel demands.

Secular thinking which has no place for God has taken over our society. People are constantly
told that they must hold their religion to themselves as a private matter of beliefs and practices.
Postmodernism teaches that one man’s religion is as good as the next. King Charles spoke of
himself as a defender of all faiths, including the faith of humanists. So there is in the eyes of many
today no such thing as objective truth in the realm of religion.

Another powerful force in the world today is the sexual revolution. The 1960s pop culture
undermined marriage. Contraceptives and abortion allowed women to freely engage in sexual
activity with multiple partners without the problem of children being born. The Bible teaches that
sex 1is to be practiced only within marriage, and that marriage should only be between a man and
a woman, and is to be for life. The God-ordained family has been undermined. Premarital sex has
become the norm. Many never marry and, even when they do, divorce is very common. The internet
promotes pornography on a massive scale, and many see no fault in watching it. Homosexual
practices have become acceptable. Now transgenderism confuses many of our teenagers. Our
society can see no sin in any kind of sexual activity apart from paedophilia, and one wonders how
long it will be till that is also acceptable. Christians who take a stand for Biblical sexual ethics are
mocked as old fashioned and indeed, called hateful. They are persecuted, if they will not affirm the
immoral choices of their neighbors.

Sadly, many churches, especially the large, mainline churches, see their role as simply to reflect
what is acceptable in society in general. They were affected by higher criticism in the nineteenth
century. This taught that the Bible had errors in it, and therefore could not be fully trusted. Human
reason is taken as the standard, and not divine revelation. There are no such things for these liberals
as miracles or prophecy. The Bible is simply man’s reflections about God and religion. Indeed the
Bible is treated as just one book among many. It is regarded as having no special authority. All its
statements can be challenged by human reason. The church has generally became centers for social
work and left-wing politics. Its prophetic voice was lost.

Today there is great spiritual apathy. Only a tiny proportion of the population attend church.
When Christians preach on the street, or try to engage their neighbors in conversation about their
souls and their need to repent and believe the gospel, they are either met with a yawn, or with
hostility. Few are willing to listen to what the evangelical church has to say, and the liberal church
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has really no gospel message at all. In this situation, the prophecy which we have here in Zechariah
chapter 6 is highly relevant and provides great encouragement.

So first of all, Four Chariots, verses 1 to 3—“And I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked,
and, behold, there came four chariots out from between two mountains; and the mountains were
mountains of brass. In the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses; And
in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses.”

This eighth vision is similar to the first where the horsemen go forth and survey the earth. The
chariots there are carrying out the purposes of God. Both convey the idea that God reigns. He is
the Sovereign who is in control, and who rules in the affairs of men and women. Nothing happens
but according to his will and plan. The intervening visions between our first one and this eighth
one have been dealing with Israel’s own relationship with God.

It is interesting to note that the chariots go out between mountains of brass. They go out from
the presence of the Lord. The Lord dwells in his temple. The temple of Solomon had two great
pillars of brass at its entrance, one called Jachin and the other Boaz. These pillars have now become
mountains. This speaks of strength, durability, and protection. God dwells in his holy place and
from there, the chariots emerge; from there, he rules the nations. Men and devils are in rebellion
against him, but they can make no impression on the great mountains of brass. Satan’s fiery darts
fall harmlessly. Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”
Man’s godless philosophy, his humanism, his immorality, his secularism, his cultural Marxism,
and his blasphemy make no impression on God. Think of Psalm 2: “Why do the heathen rage, and
the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and
cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in
derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure”—Psalm
2, verses 1-5. How important it is to keep this vision of the Almighty before our eyes. God is in
control. He is not in a panic. He sits, he watches, and laughs as puny men and devils plot rebellion
against him. When his time comes, and when he sees fit, he will speak in wrath and pour upon
them his fiery indignation. None can resist his will. His enemies will become his footstool and the
footstool of his people. Think of Romans 16, verse 20: “The God of peace shall bruise Satan under
your feet shortly.” We are on the winning side. Fear not man whose breath is in his nostrils—Isaiah
chapter 2, verse 22; or Romans 8:37, “We are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”

Chariots in ancient times were a bit like tanks today. They are powerful symbols of war. Here
there are four chariots. This speaks of the four corners of the earth. God’s rule is universal. No
part of the earth is exempt from his control. In the words of the psalmist, “The chariots of God
are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy
place”—Psalm 68, verse 17. God reigns, and none can stand against him. His armies are immense.
His purposes will certainly be carried out.

The colors of the horses are symbolical also. Red horses speak of war and bloodshed. Actually,
God is involve in every war. It is not chance, or fate, or man’s decision alone that causes war.
From our viewpoint, it seems like megalomaniacs invading other countries and waning to rule
over them. We look at powerful men like President Putin of Russia today, or Hitler in the past,
but actually God is in control. God sends war. Putin is his servant. This of course does not justify
Putin’s cruel war in the Ukraine. Putin, at the end of the day, will have to answer to God for all the
carnage and suffering he caused. But it is God’s red horses which marched through Ukraine. We
might worry about the break out of nuclear war, but none can press the nuclear button but as God
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wills it. What comfort it is to know that God controls the chariots of war.

Black horses speak of mourning and death. Death is universal in this world. There is for all of
us “a time to be born, and a time to die”—Ecclesiastes 3:2. Our lives are in God’s hands, and he has
set the exact moment of our birth and of our death. How important for us it is to prepare for death.
It will soon come to us all. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”™—
Hebrews 9:27. We live our lives before God, and one day at his appointed time, our soul and body
will be separated, and if we are wicked, we will open our eyes in hell, and if we are righteous, we
will open our eyes in heaven. In every death God is calling men and women to give their account
to him.

The white horses speak of victory. Nothing can thwart God’s plan. He carries out his purposes
to their conclusion. God will eventually usher in the new heavens and the new earth wherein
dwells righteousness. The color of the horses in the final chariot are more difficult to translate.
Here we have the term “grisled”. Others translate it as “piebald”. It would seem to be a mixture of
colors. The term “bay horses” is translated by some as strong horses. The essential truth conveyed
by the vision is that God rules the nations and the different colors represent the different conditions
found on the earth. Those building the temple meet with different challenges, but God will enable
them to overcome them all.

Verses 4 to 8, The Four Spirits Sent—*“Then I answered and said unto the angel that talked with
me, What are these, my lord? And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits
of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. The black horses
which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and the grisled
go forth toward the south country. And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk
to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they
walked to and fro through the earth. Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold,
these that go toward the north country have quieted my spirit in the north country.”

The prophet asks the angel to explain. In Hebrew, the word for spirit and for wind is the same.
These four chariots are the four spirits of God, the four messengers of God, or the four winds of
God. They go forth at his command. They do not simply roam over Israel, but over the whole earth.
They go through the lands of the Muslims, and the Hindus, the Buddhists, and the atheists. None
can escape their attention. God reigns over all the earth, and indeed over the whole universe, and
heaven, and hell as well.

The black horses go forth to the north country. The white go forth after them insuring complete
victory. This is the direction from which the great enemies of Israel came in the past—Assyria, and
Babylon, and Persia. The black horses spell death to these enemies of God’s people. Babylon was
a great city but the time came when it was destroyed. It was a proud city and would have laughed
at the words of the Jewish prophet if they had heard them. As one commentator put it, T. V. Moore,
“Now the wind whistle through the reeds of the Euphrates, where Babylon then sat in her pride;
and loneliness, desolation, and death are stationed there, the sentinel witnesses of the truth that
his words returns not to him void, that his spirit is quieted in the land of the north.” Babylon’s
destruction was total, and to this very day, it is a ruin. President Saddam Hussein planned to rebuild
Babylon, but he too was destroyed. The grisled went to the south country, that is, Egypt, another
old enemy. Wave after wave of desolation passed over that once mighty land of pyramids, of
sphinxes, and temples, now just a shadow of her former glory.

The bay went out patrolling the whole world, again sent by God and carrying out his will. God
rules the nations. He raises up one and casts another down. Those that went to the north country
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quieted God’s spirit in the north. The Chaldeans had been used to chastise God’s people, but when
they had carried out their task, the task that God had assigned for them, these enemies of his people
were then destroyed. God loves his church and will punish all their enemies. Since these days other
empires have come and gone—Persia, Greece, Rome, and the more modern ones. But God cares
for his church. Through every age, he looks after his people, and all their enemies will become like
the dust under their feet. But the final destruction of all the enemies of God and his people awaits
the second coming of Christ, when he will return, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when he
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our
testimony among you was believed) in that day”—that’s 2 Thessalonians chapter 1, verses 8—10.
Amen.
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| Lecture #10— Zeck
Climaxiof t isions:
The Crowning of Joshua

We now come to our final lecture in this series on Zechariah’s visions. This lecture is entitled,
“Climax of the Visions,” and it tells of the crowning of Joshua, and it’s to be found in Zechariah,
chapter 6, and verses 9 to 15.

In the eighth vision, we saw how God actively reigns over the earth, and the enemies of the
Lord’s people will be destroyed. Some have described this new section, Zechariah 6, verses 9-15,
as the ninth vision, but it is not a vision as such. It’s rather a symbolic acting out of a glorious
truth. God commands the prophet to perform a symbolic action closely linked to the visions,
building upon them, and yet focusing the faith of the Lord’s people on the coming Messiah. Men
and women in Old Testament times were saved by looking forward in faith to the coming Messiah,
just as we are saved by looking back in faith to our Lord Jesus Christ and his finished work for on
Calvary’s cross. God makes his covenant of grace with men and woman, promising eternal life,
but there is one condition or requirement, and that is faith. Of course we must also remember that
faith “is the gift of God”—Ephesians 2, verse 8.

So first of all, verses 9 to 11, Make a Crown—"“And the word of the LORD came unto me,
saying, Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come
from Babylon, and come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah;
Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of
Josedech, the high priest.”

Here God speaks to the prophet. Several men had come from Babylon bringing gold and silver,
a collection that had been made to help with the building of the temple in Jerusalem. Zechariah was
instructed to go to the house where the men were lodging and take some of the silver and gold and
“make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech the high priest”—verse
11. Some see the plural “crowns” as referring to several rings composing the one crown. However
it’s better to see it as a plural of intensity. He was to make a magnificent, a great, magnificent
crown, not some mere token of a crown. This is emphasized by the fact that verb used is singular.
It was one crown. He was then to place this crown, not on the head of Zerubbabel the governor, as
you would have expected, but on the head of the high priest, Joshua.
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This is fascinating. Never before had a high priest reigned in Israel. Neither was a king allowed
to act as a priest. When King Uzziah, carried away with his own importance, entered the temple
to offer incense, he was struck with leprosy—2 Chronicles 26:19. God punished him. But here we
have a priest being anointed king. Clearly this is a prophecy of the One who will be both a Priest
and a King. In the book of Genesis we are told that Melchizedek had been such a one as he was
“king of Salem...and he was the priest of the most high God”—Genesis 14, verse 18. The psalmist
prophesied of One coming who would be a King: “The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out
of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.” And he would also be “a priest for ever after the
order of Melchizedek”—Psalm 110, and verses 2 and 4. The Epistle to the Hebrews explains how
this Melchisedec was like the Son of God, and so a type of the Messiah: “For this Melchisedec,
king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the
kings, and blessed him; to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation
King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem”—or Shalom—*“which is, King of peace;
without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life;
but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually”—that’s Hebrews 7, and verses
1-3. Joshua is crowned as a typical or symbolical figure. He represents the Christ who is coming.

It is interesting to notice that Joshua was first a priest before he was king. Our Lord Jesus first
came and offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins before he was crowned. It was a once-for-all-
time sacrifice on the cross of Calvary: “For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified”—Hebrews 10:14. Following this great priestly act, he rose on the third day. Forty days
later, we are told he ascended up to heaven and was anointed King as the Epistle to the Hebrews
states: “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding
all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high” and his Father said to him, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom”—that’s Hebrews 1, verses 3 and 8. Paul
describes his exaltation which followed his humiliation: “Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”—
that wonderful passage is in Philippians chapter 2, verses 6—11.

Zechariah is prophesying at a low point in the history of Israel. The Jews had just returned
from their seventy-year exile in Babylon. They were attempting to resettle in the land of Israel.
They were building the temple once more, but their resources were few. But here he is telling
them that there is a great future ahead. A magnificent crown is placed upon the head of the high
priest. The Priest whom Joshua symbolized was to be a great King, indeed the King of kings. The
coming Messiah would “have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the
dust. The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall
offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him”—Psalm 72, verses
8—11. Furthermore, his kingdom shall last forever. It is said of him, “Thy kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations”—Psalm 145, verse 13. Daniel
received a vision of this. He said, “I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man
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came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed”—Daniel 7. Verses 13—14.

What tremendous encouragement this would be to Joshua, Zerubbabel, and all God’s people,
as they struggled to build the temple! And what encouragement it is to us, as we seek to build
God’s church today, facing many cunning and powerful enemies! We are on the winning side! The
Son of man who is our Savior, who by his priestly work atoned for our sins, is also the One who
will reign forever and his kingdom will never be destroyed, and we shall sit with him in his throne
and reign with him—Revelation 3:21.

Then verses 12 and 13, The Branch Will Build His Temple—*“And speak unto him, saying,
Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is THE BRANCH; and he
shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord: Even he shall build the
temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall
be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.”

Zechariah is told to address Joshua with these words from God: “Behold the man whose name
is THE BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the
LORD”—that’s verse 12. The name “The Branch” obviously refers to the One who had already
been spoken of in Zechariah chapter 3. He is the Branch of David and he would be the really
fruitful Branch. “He shall see his seed”—Isaiah 53, verse 10. They would be as the stars of the sky
and as the sand of the seashore for multitude. He is a man and truly a man. “He shall grow out of
his place.” He shall branch out. There is a play on the word. He would not suddenly appear out
of heaven to perform his saving work. He shall grow out of the root of David. Isaiah prophesies
concerning him: “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall
grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD;
and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins”—Isaiah 11— verses 1-5.

Born in Bethlehem to the family of David, he would grow up in Israel, the great Son of David,
who was also to be David’s Lord. He would not be a foreigner, but one of Israel. He would be
anointed with the Spirit of God to enable him to perform his work. He would show mercy and
kindness to the poor and the needy, but eventually he would destroy his enemies in his wrath. In his
righteousness, he would justify poor. And those sinners who trust in him would be justified by him.
But he would judge and condemn the proud Pharisees who trusted in their own righteousness. His
great work will be to build the temple of the Lord. Now Zerubbabel is building the replacement for
the temple which Solomon had built, but the temple The Branch will build is a glorious, spiritual
temple which will be of a different order altogether.

Jesus said to the Jews, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said the
Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But
he spake of the temple of his body”—John 2:19-21. The Jews were very proud of their temple.
It had indeed initially been built by Zerubbabel but then over a period of 46 years, was greatly
extended and beautified by Herod. They were shocked at what Jesus said. Surely the temple of the
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Lord would not be destroyed! However, it would not be Jesus who destroyed their temple but they
themselves. In their rejection of Jesus the Messiah, they destroyed the temple. When Jesus died the
all-important veil of the temple that separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies where God
used to dwell, was torn down. That destroyed the temple. And then in AD 70, the destruction of the
temple was completed. The Jews rebelled against the Romans, the Romans came and destroyed
the city, and burnt the temple with fire, and in fact, left not one stone upon another, as Jesus had
prophesied.

How could Jesus build a new temple in three days? But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his
body. And John then says, “When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had
said”—John 2:22. The Jews put him to death, but he arose again on the third day. But now a
new temple is being built. Christians are the body of Christ: “Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular”—1 Corinthians 12:27. Jesus said “I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it"—Matthew 16:18.

Zerubbabel and Joshua were struggling to build the temple, but here there is encouragement.
The temple will indeed be built, but better still, a far more glorious temple will one day be built.
It will be built of living stones. Peter could say, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house”—1 Peter 2,. Verse 5. Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians that they were, “built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom
all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit"—Ephesians 2:20-22. This temple,
this spiritual temple will remain. In heaven, there will be no temple, because it is all temple—
Revelation 21, verse 22. God will dwell in the midst of his people forever.

It is also said of the One who will build the temple, “He shall bear the glory”—verse 13. The
Jews subjected Christ to the greatest humiliation they could imagine—mocked, buffeted, spat on,
crucified, buried. But he shall be glorified. God shall raised him again. He “shall sit and rule upon
his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne”—verse 13. He ascended up to heaven. The
psalmist prophesied: “The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool”—Psalm 110, verse 1. Paul wrote, “For he must reign, till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”—1 Corinthians 15:25—
26. It is interesting that Zechariah prophesies, “He shall be a priest upon his throne.” The Priest
will become King. Joshua was first a priest before symbolically becoming king. Our Lord Jesus
performed his priestly sacrifice before his exaltation and coronation.

And now, The Counsel of Peace between Them Both, verse 13. We notice these interesting
words, “the counsel of peace shall be between them both”—verse 13. Some interpret this from the
immediate context to mean that the counsel of peace is between the priest and the prophet, and
that there will be no conflict between the two. However, here, obviously the Priest and King are
the same person, so it is very strange to talk of some pact between them. Rather one should take
a step back from the anointing of the priest, and see it as describing the relationship between the
One who anointed the Priest and the Priest-King. Like the older commentators, it is best to see this
as a reference to the covenant of redemption, which took place between the Father and the Son in
eternity. The Father asked the Son if he would become a man to save the elect, and the Son replied
that he would. Coming into the world, he said: “Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart”—Psalm 40, verses 7-8.
In his high priestly prayer, he began, “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also
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may glorify thee: as thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him”—John 17, verses 1-2. In eternity, he had been given an elect by the
Father. He had come to save them, to lay down his life, as the good Shepherd, not for everyone,
but for his sheep—John 10, verse 11, and verse 14). He was facing the horror of Golgotha, learning
obedience through the things which he suffered, as Hebrews 5:8 says, feeling the full pain involved
in saving his people. He was obedient unto death, carrying out all that was agreed in the eternal
covenant. The counsel of peace or the covenant of redemption was between them both. This eternal
covenant underlies the covenant of grace which God makes with the elect and with their children.

And verse 14, The Reward for the Work—*“And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah,
and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a memorial in the temple of the LORD.”

The action of these four men is praised. They made a collection in Babylon, and brought it
to Jerusalem to help in the building of the temple. A crown was made from some of this silver
and gold. Initially and symbolically, this crown was placed on the head of Joshua the high priest.
Zechariah, having performed that symbolical act of crowning the high priest, the crown is now to
be taken and placed in the new temple which is being built. And it is to be kept there as a memorial.
It will be a memorial of what these four men did. No labor in the Lord is in vain—1 Corinthians
15:58. Jesus actually taught, “For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name,
because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward”—Mark 9:41. But it
will be especially a reminder to those immediately involved, and also to Israel in the future times,
of the coming Messiah who will be the great Priest and the great King. The promised Priest King
will surely come.

And then verse 15, Blessed Days Ahead—*“And they that are far off shall come and build in the
temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto you. And this
shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God.”

As gold and silver were taken from Babylon to make the crown, so from distant lands, people
would come who would build the last, greatest, and spiritual temple of the Lord. The Samaritans
were not allowed to join in building the second temple, but the Gentiles would be involved in
building the eternal temple. This verse is looking forward to that day when, “The Gentiles shall
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising...thy sons shall come from far, and thy
daughters shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall
fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the Gentiles shall come unto thee”—Isaiah 60, verses 3—5. The ships of Tarshish shall “bring thy
sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, unto the name of the LORD thy God”—verse
9. And also, “The sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto
thee”—verse 10, in the same chapter. And also, “Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles,
and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy
Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob”—verse 16.

The church truly has a bright future. The world looks at the church and despises it. Sometimes
we ourselves, in unbelief, focus on the weakness of the people of God, but the great spiritual and
eternal temple will be built. It will be composed of a multitude of people, living stones. John
writes, “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with
white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb”—Revelation 7, verses 9—10.

We are to be optimistic. It is not some mere remnant of humanity which Christ came to save.
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We are told that, “God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved”—John 3:17. So many will be saved at the end of the day, that in a
very real sense, the world will be saved. The church of God has a great future, both in this life
and the next. Look with expectation for the great things God will yet do for his church. Think of
the words of William Carey, the father of modern missions, who did such amazing work in India:
“Expect great things from God, and attempt great things for God.” Let us not weary in well doing.
Keep laboring for the Lord. Be optimistic, and we shall see great things in days to come. Amen.
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