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Module
BIBLE FOR 6TH GRADE STUDENTS

Old Testament

113 LESSONS
77 Lessons presented by Mr. Daniel Van Brugge
36 Lessons presented by Dr. Daniel Sweetman
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25. Joseph Raised Out of Prison 50. Samson
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Lesson 97

Esther the Queen
The Book of Esther, chapters 1 and 2

Memory Verse

“The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water:
he turneth it whithersoever he will.”
Proverbs 21:1

Esther chapter 1

In the book of Esther, we find ourselves once again at the court of the king of Persia. The
king this time is not Artaxerxes, whom Nehemiah served as cupbearer, but his father Xerxes, or
Ahasuerus. Though the book of Esther is placed after Nehemiah, her story actually comes first.

The book of Esther opens with a description of a great feast held by Ahasuerus. It lasted six
months. During this time, the king and his nobles and princes were likely also planning the next
conquest, which was to conquer Greece. During the last week, the doors of the palace and palace
grounds were opened to all the people of Shushan. They could walk around freely, admire the
king’s wealth, and drink as much of the king’s wine as they liked. Meanwhile the king and the
queen were hosting the nobles and their wives separately. On the last grand day of the feast, proud
king Ahasuerus suddenly thought of one thing he had not yet displayed to the nobles. That was his
beautiful wife! Immediately he ordered her to come to the men’s feast to display her beauty. The
servants came back with the news that queen Vashti refused to come! The king was “very wroth,
and his anger burned in him.” Before he sailed off to conquer Greece, queen Vashti was banished
forever.

Esther chapter 2

“After these things, when the wrath of the king was appeased, he remembered Vashti,” we
read in verse one. The king was back from Greece, where he had suffered a humiliating defeat.
The palace felt empty. How he missed Vashti now, at this low point in his life! The king’s servants
decided to help him. They suggested that the king should find a different wife. There were girls
enough. Why not round up the most beautiful ones in the empire, and have them all! The one
whom he liked best could be crowned queen, and the rest remain as concubines.

“Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew” (Esther 2:5). We know that when the
call came to return to the Promised Land, many Jews remained. One of these was Mordecai.
Living with Mordecai was his niece Hadassah, who had lost both of her parents. Hadassah was
“fair and beautiful,” and was not overlooked by the servants of Ahasuerus. She too was brought to
the palace. During the hasty farewell, Mordecai whispered to her not to tell anyone that she was
Jewish.



One by one, the virgins were brought to the king. Each one had undergone a lengthy beauty
treatment and was allowed to choose from a large selection of clothing and jewelry. Each time
however, the king shook his head. None had the grace and beauty of queen Vashti. Then it was
Hadassah’s turn. She was not as gaudily dressed and made up as the other girls. The king was at
once struck by her beauty and grace. Then and there he knew he had found his new queen. He
called her Esther, and set the royal crown on her head. A great wedding feast was held.

Chapter 2 ends with a seemingly unrelated event. Mordecai was a gatekeeper at one of the
gates near the royal palace. One day he overheard two angry chamberlains plotting to kill king
Ahasuerus. Quickly he notified his niece. Queen Esther alerted the king. The plot was discovered,
and the two chamberlains were hanged. The king’s scribe made a note of it in the book of the
chronicles.

But what of the rich reward which Persian kings were known to lavish upon faithful and watchful
servants who saved the king’s life? Somehow the king forgot! We don’t read how Mordecai took
this. Have you ever felt that God does not seem to notice your effort and zeal? Instead of receiving
blessings, your troubles only seem to increase. “Verily, I have cleansed my hands in vain,” Asaph
cried out when he saw the prosperity of the wicked (Psalm 73). But then, when he was brought
“into the sanctuary of God,” and saw a glimpse of the end of the wicked, he trembled. There he
also felt in his heart the sweet favor of God. How foolish he felt to have envied the wicked when
he should have pitied them!

Review Questions

Esther 1

1. What do we read about king Ahasuerus on the seventh day?
a. He completed his plans to invade Greece.
b. His heart was merry with wine.
c. He was unwell from feasting too long.

d. He called for the holy vessels of the temple.

2. What did the king NOT do when queen Vashti would not come at his command?
a. He asked his counselors what he should do to Vashti
b. He made a new law that men should bear rule in their own house.

c. He reached out the golden sceptre and forgave Vashti.

d. He ordered Vashti to be banished.



Esther 2
3. Fill in the blanks.

“And the maiden him, and she obtained of him.”
“And Esther in the of all them that

upon her.”
“...and she obtained and in his more than all
the J

4. From Esther 1 and 2, match the person with the correct description.

Memucan a. Esther’s father.
____Abihail b. The counsellor who advised the king to send away Vashti.
Mordecai c. The keeper of the women who favored Esther.
_ Hegai d. One of the chamberlains who plotted to kill the king.
_____ Bigthan e. Esther’s father.

Discussion Questions

1. Ahasuerus lived for his possessions, passions, and pride. How does 1 John 2:15-17 warn about
the danger of living for the things of this world?

2. What does Mark 8:36-37 say about this? What should we be pursuing instead? (Matthew 6:33)




3. Why do you think Esther hid her Jewish identity? How might things have gone differently if she
had told the king that she was Jewish?

4. By the end of chapter 2, Esther is queen and Mordecai has saved the king’s life. By all
outward appearances, they are safe and secure. Have you ever gone from this position to one of
sudden danger or insecurity? What were Joseph’s conclusions about the providence of God in
Genesis 50:20? How can it help us face situations we don’t understand?




