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Lesson 89

The Writing on the Wall
The Book of Daniel, chapter 5

Memory Verse

“TEKEL, thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.”
Daniel 5:27

Introduction

In this chapter, we read of the hand of God frightening Babylon’s heathen King Belshazzar.
We also clearly read how God’s hand is directing all the events which take place on earth. Also
today God’s hand guides and directs all things. When worldly people catch a glimpse of this, it
confuses and frightens them. When God’s people may see something of the hand of God in their
life, it comforts and reassures them that their Father in heaven will make all things work out for
their good and his glory.

Belshazzar’s Feast

In Daniel 5, Nebuchadnezzar is no longer alive. Twenty-five years have passed, and several
kings have come and gone. The new ruler of Babylon is called Belshazzar. Recent findings have
confirmed that Belshazzar ruled Babylon while his father King Nabonidus was fighting the
Persians. In verse one, we read that a huge feast was being held in the city and in the palace.
Unbelievably, this took place even though Belshazzar’s father had just been defeated. Persian
armies had marched right up to Babylon and were surrounding it at that very moment. Clearly,
Belshazzar was confident that the city of Babylon with its enormous walls and stockpiles of food
could never be defeated. Defiantly, King Belshazzar and a thousand nobles feasted, along with
their wives and other women. Suddenly the king had an idea! “Bring in the gold and silver vessels
which were taken from the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem!” Amid loud cheers, the holy vessels
were brought in and filled with wine. Then they were raised, loud toasts were offered to the gods
of Babylon, and the king and nobles drank them empty. Suddenly the king’s face turned ashen. His
eyes bulged out as he stared up at the wall in front of him. It became deathly quiet in the room.
Everyone saw it—a mysterious hand was seen moving on the wall by the lampstand. The fingers
of the hand were writing letters in the plaster on the wall! The writing was in clearly visible letters!
It was a vision that everyone saw!

The Writing on the Wall

The large banquet hall was thrown into confusion. “The king’s countenance was changed,
and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one
against another.” Wise men were called to learn the meaning, but no one could interpret the letters
that were written on the wall. Then the queen mother came in and spoke of a man named Daniel.
Though now an old man, Daniel was still wise and respected. The king sent for Daniel.



Daniel entered the palace and saw the frightened king, the holy vessels, and the writing on the
wall. The king stammered something about rewarding Daniel with a chain of gold and making him
the third ruler of the kingdom. Daniel said, “Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to
another; yet [ will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.” He
told Belshazzar that God Almighty is the one who rules over the kingdoms of men. He accused
Belshazzar of not humbling his heart, but lifting himself up against the Lord of heaven. He pointed
out the great wickedness that the king dared to drink wine from God’s holy vessels. Daniel reminded
him of something he knew. The king knew how God had humbled his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar,
for his pride. Belshazzar knew all that happened to his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar. This made
Belshazzar’s sin so much the worse. He was intentionally defying the Lord. Daniel told him that
this hand was sent from God. Then Daniel read the writing on the wall out loud. It said “MENE,
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” The word MENE means “numbered.” The days of Belshazzar’s
kingdom were numbered. TEKEL means “weighed.” Belshazzar had been weighed on the scales
of divine justice and found wanting. UPHARSIN means that the kingdom of Babylon would fall.
It would be conquered by the Medes and Persians.

The Gospel in the Old Testament

History books describe how the city of Babylon was captured by the Persians. The city was
well protected by great walls, and the Euphrates river also had a deep wall. The Persians lowered
the level of the river Euphrates and entered the city under the wall. The book of Daniel tells us that
the sudden capture of Babylon and the death of Belshazzar that very night was the judgment of
God upon a mocking king. When King Belshazzar stood before God’s judgment seat, he could not
plead ignorance. We know so much more than this heathen king. We know the way of salvation.
The Lord Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” Take time to study God’s Word. There we hear the Lord say, “Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” (Luke 11:9-10).

Review Questions

1. At what point did the mysterious hand appear upon the wall? (circle one)

a. When the feast began.

b. When the king ordered the vessels to be brought.

c. When the wine was poured in the vessels.

d. When they praised their false gods and drank the wine.

2. “And the King the part of the that wrote. Then the kings
was , and his
troubled him, so that the of his were loosed, and his

one against each other. The king




3. What did the queen say to the king about Daniel?

4. What did the king promise Daniel if he interpreted the writing? (circle the ones that are true)
a. He would be given many horses.
b. He would become the next king.
c. He would be clothed with scarlet and a great chain of gold around his neck.

d. He would be made the third ruler in the kingdom.

5. Here are the words written on the wall. Fill in the blanks.

MENE: God hath thy kingdom and it.
TEKEL: Thou art in the and found
UPHARSIN: Thy kingdom is and given to the and

6. How did Belshazzar react to Daniel’s warning words? (circle one)
a. He became angry.
b. He mocked Daniel.
c. He rewarded Daniel
d. He humbled himself.

Discussion Questions

1. Why did Belshazzar become so afraid, when he didn’t even know what the words meant? Why
did he not think that perhaps it was a good message?




2. Why do you think Daniel refused Belshazzar’s gifts? Can you think of anyone else in the Bible
who wouldn’t take a gift?

3. Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar became proud and were punished. What is the main
difference between them?

4. Belshazzar should have learned from what happened to Nebuchadnezzar. We can learn lessons
from people in the Bible, but also from people around us. In what way have you learned from
observing the mistakes or sins of other people?

5. After Daniel’s warning, Belshazzar only had a few hours to live. What would you do
differently if you knew you had only a few hours left to live?




