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Lesson 88

Nebuchadnezzar’s Madness
The Book of Daniel, chapter 4

Memory Verse
“For God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves

therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”
1 Peter 5:5b—6

A Disturbing Dream

King Nebuchadnezzar was now an older man. After years of fighting battles and winning great
victories, he planned to live the rest of his life in comfort and luxury. Nebuchadnezzar had turned
Babylon into the most magnificent city in the world. However, one night he had a disturbing
dream. Immediately he called the wise men of Babylon and told them the dream, but none of
them were able to explain its meaning. Then Daniel listened quietly as the king recounted his
dream. “I saw and behold, a tree in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.” The
king told of how he gazed in admiration at the huge leaves, the abundance of fruit, the numerous
birds sheltering in it, and the many animals resting in its shade. But then the king saw an angel
descend from heaven. The angel cried out, “Hew down the tree, and cut off its branches, shake off
his leaves, and scatter his fruit.” Only the stump was to remain in the earth, secured with a metal
band. The angel continued, “Let his heart be changed from man’s and let a beast’s heart be given
unto him; and let seven times pass over him.” The tree was to be left in this condition for seven
years, “that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.”

A Serious Warning

When God showed Daniel the meaning of the dream, Daniel was shocked. Daniel cried out,
when he could finally speak, “My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee...and to thine enemies!”
Then Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that the tree in the dream was the king himself. What happened
to the tree would happen to the King Nebuchadnezzar. In a moment he would lose his mind,
unable to think like a man. He would become like a beast, and be driven away into the field with
the beasts, and he would live like a beast, eating grass like an ox for seven years. Daniel cried out,
“Wherefore O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness,
and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.” Movingly, Daniel pointed out the king’s pride,
and counseled him to repent of his sins, and show mercy to the poor and do good, “if it may be a
lengthening of thy tranquility.”



The Dream Fulfilled

Did the king repent? Did he make changes to help the poor? Did he treat the captives, including
the Jews, more compassionately? Or did the fear of this dream wear off with time, and did he
resume his cruelties? Twelve months later we find the king on the roof of his palace. Perhaps he
had important visitors and was showing them the beautiful city from this vantage point. What a
stunning sight it must have been—the spectacular hanging gardens and terraces, the wide canals,
parks, broad avenues and pagan temples. Nebuchadnezzar swelled with pride, and cried out, “Is
not this the great Babylon that I have built?” Suddenly the words of his dream resounded in his
ears, “Seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men.” The same moment, the king staggered, stumbled. In a moment of time, the mighty King
Nebuchadnezzar fell from the height of power to the depths of disgrace. In his mind, he became
like a beast, crawling around on the ground, eating grass like an ox. Nebuchadnezzar was banished
from the palace. The king’s clothes became tatters. his hair grew matted, and his nails like claws.

The Lord Honored

King Nebuchadnezzar lived as a beast in the fields for seven years. Then one day, after seven
years, his mind suddenly returned to him. He records here that the first thing he did when the
Lord restored him was that he lifted up his eyes, and he worshipped the true God. “I blessed the
most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever.” King Nebuchadnezzar regained
his sanity. He also regained his kingdom and glory. However, he had learned a lesson. In a letter,
he published the story for everyone in his kingdom to read, that all might know that “all the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing” in the sight of God, and, “those that walk in pride,
he is able to abase.”

Nebuchadnezzar bowed before God after seven years of humiliation. What Nebuchadnezzar
did many years ago, every man and woman will do in the future. All mankind, including you, will
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord. What a difference though, whether you may bow in true
love and repentance now, or whether you are forced to bow at the great day of judgment when it
is too late.

Review Questions

1. Put a checkmark in front of the true statements.
The tree could be seen to the ends of the earth.
The height of the tree reached unto heaven.
The leaves were used for healing diseases.
There was very much fruit on the tree.
The tree had several trunks.
Many animals laid under the tree for shade.
Many birds lived in the tree.

The fruit on the tree was not for everyone.



2. Which of these thing did the angel not say about the tree? (circle one)

a. Hew down the tree and its branches.
b. Shake off its leaves and its fruit.
c. Let the beasts and the birds get away from it.

d. Pull out the stump of its roots.

3. Why was the tree cut down?

“To the that the may know that the

2

in the kingdom of
4. What did Daniel advise the king to do? (circle one)

a. Break down all the idols
b. Let the Jews returned to their land
c. Show mercy to the poor

d. Only have one wife

5. Match what the king saw in his dream to what happened a year later.

__ The tree was seen all over the earth. a. Many people depended on the king.
____ The leaves were fair, meat for all b. The king’s empire was huge.

__ The tree was cut down. c. The king lost his mind.

__ The stump was left. d. The king was brought low but did not die.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar wanted to tell “all people, nations, and languages that
dwell in all the earth” about his humiliation?




2. In Proverbs 6:16-19, pride is number one in a list of seven things which God hates. Who else
in the Bible was punished because of pride?

1 Timothy 3:6
Esther 3:5

2 Chronicles 32:25
Daniel 5:22

Luke 18:11

Acts 12: 21-23

3. When will you begin to recognize your pride?

4. How long will you have to fight against your pride?




