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BIBLE FOR 6TH GRADE STUDENTS

Old Testament
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Lesson 41

The Serpent of Brass Lifted Up
Numbers 21

Memory Verse

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set
it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten,
when he looketh uon it, shall live”

Numbers 21:9

Nicodemus

If you have read Numbers 21, you may have noticed that Nicodemus’s name is not mentioned
one time in the chapter. Perhaps you wondered why a section of a lesson on the book of Numbers
would be titled “Nicodemus.” Isn’t Nicodemus a person in the New Testament? Yes, he is. What
then does Nicodemus have to do with the history of the brazen serpent?

Nicodemus has a lot to do with the history of the brazen serpent. If you recall what the New
Testament tells us about Nicodemus, you remember that he came to Jesus by night. He praised
Jesus, for being a great teacher. Jesus, however, said that this was not enough. He said, “ye must
be born again” (John 3:3). Not understanding what Jesus meant, or how it was possible to be born
again, Nicodemus asked Jesus a question, “How can a man be born when he is 0ld? can he enter
the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). In the discussion that follows,
Jesus explains many things. However, as he concludes his words with Nicodemus, Jesus points to
Numbers 21 saying, “And as whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life”
(John 3:14-15). Jesus uses this event in Old Testament history to show how it is possible to be born
again by looking unto Jesus.

Let us look more closely at Numbers 21.

A Disobedient and Dying People

Disobedience is the cause of death. Remember Adam? What happened when he disobeyed
God? Cast out from the Garden, did he not die in that day? Did he not die spiritually? — Yes, he
lost communion and fellowship with God. Did he not die physically? — Yes, his body began to
decay and after 930 years, he died. (Genesis 5:5) And what of an eternal death? Thankfully, Adam
was restored. He was restored by believing God’s promise concerning a savior (Genesis 3:15). In



believing, he was restored spiritually and never experienced eternal death. The same is true for
all those “that love his appearing”—*“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).

In Numbers 21, we find a disobedient people, a complaining people, a rebellious people. What
do they say? Here are the awful words they spoke against God and his anointed servant Moses:
“Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread,
neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread” (Numbers 21:5). They did not
like the Lord’s way of deliverance. They did not like the Lord’s servant Moses. How many in our
day are like the Israelites, speaking out against the Lord, against his way of salvation, against his
anointed.

What was the consequence of their rebellion? Death! Bitten by “fiery serpents,” the people
had poison coursing through their veins. Death! was nigh. Death! was at the door. The situation
reminds us of our first parents. It is the situation of all those who are outside of Christ—“For our
God is a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29).

A Merciful Cure

The people, awakened to their terrible condition, confessed their guilt: “We have sinned, for
we have spoken against the LORD, and against thee” (Numbers 21:7). The Lord, hearing Moses
interceding for the people, has Moses make a brazen (brass) serpent and raise it up on a pole. What
must have been the thought of the people when they saw Moses make the brazen serpent? Is this
the cure? How many were not saved because they despised the cure! How many will not believe in
Jesus, because he was hung on a cross, between to malefactors, like a common criminal?

It was not enough that a way of salvation be made. The way of salvation—the message of sal-
vation—must be proclaimed. It must be raised up, but it is not enough. The attention of the people
must be drawn to the serpent on the pole. They must be encouraged to look upon the serpent with
a faithful word from a faithful God. The cure is not a work, but a look: “It came to pass, that if a
serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived” (Numbers 21:9).

Were all those bitten by the fiery serpents delivered? No. While the serpent was raised up
above the head of the crowd, so that all could see, only those who looked upon it, by faith, were
delivered from the poison. Those who did not look, did not receive deliverance.

This brazen serpent points to the work of Jesus Christ. It is gospel (good news), which finds its
fulness in Jesus Christ.



Questions

1. What was the name of the Canaanitish king, who took some Israelites prisoners?
a. Sargon
b. Arad
c. Tiglath-Pileser
d. Ashurbanipal

2. What did Israel vow if the Lord would deliver the Canaanites into their hands?
a. To offer sacrifice for seven days.
b. To establish a monument to God.
c. To build an image so that they could worship God in the image.
d. To destroy all the cities of the Canaanites.

3. What was the name given to the place where the Lord delivered the Canaanites into Israel’s
hands?

a. Hormah

b. Hormuz

c. Haran

d. Havilah

4. The people became discouraged and spoke against the God and Moses because they did not like
the way the Lord led them. (circle one)
True or False

5. After the Lord delivered those Israelites who looked upon the brazen serpent, they traveled
through a number of places. They finally arrived at , the place where the
Lord met with Moses and told him to gather the people together so that he would give them water.

a. Bethlehem

b. Beer

c. Berea

d. Beth-anath

6. After reaching the top of Pisgah, the Israelites sent messengers to king of the
Amorites, to ask permission to travel through his lands.

a. Sadoc

b. Salathiel

c. Sargon

d. Sihon

7. It was at the battle of that the Lord delivered Og, the king of Bashan, into the
hands of the Israclites.

a. Engedi

b. Thermopylae

c. Salamis

d. Edrei




Discussions

1. Looking at Numbers 21:1-9, explain how the following reveal the human condition and God’s
salvation in Jesus Christ.

*Fiery serpents

*The dying condition of the people bitten

*The brazen serpent

2. Explain why it was necessary to raise the brazen serpent on a pole. Because this event
foreshadows Jesus Christ, what is the meaning of the pole?

3. Explain why the deliverance of the Israelites was a one-sided work of free and sovereign grace.

4. Discuss how this history does not support universal redemption. Who were those that were
saved alive?




