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Lesson 32

God’s Patience with a Complaining People
The Book of Exodus, chapters 14 through 17

Memory Verse

Exodus 12:13

A Hard Heart Forgets God’s Judgments

There is no clearer evidence of the need for the Spirit’s work upon the heart than Pharaoh. 
Repeatedly, Egypt came under the severe judgments of God. It was only after the tenth plague that 
Pharaoh relented and let the Hebrew people go. Was Pharaoh’s heart changed? Was he humbled 
before the Lord? No, soon after the Hebrew children departed, he forgot the severe afflictions that 
came upon them. When the affliction is over, his anger is kindled again—kindled, not only against 
the Hebrew children, but against God.

How clear it is that man needs the work of the Spirit to make a heart of stone, a heart of flesh. 
This is the heart God speaks of in Ezekiel 36:26—”A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh.” As covenant children, as children under the Word of grace, let us pray for 
this heart.

A Prayer for Kings

Among the rulers of the world, the heart of Pharaoh is not unique. There are many whose 
hearts are just as hard, who afflict the children of God. What should we do? Paul gives good 
direction to Timothy, when he writes, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour” (1 Timothy 2:1–3).

What should we pray for? We should pray that our leaders have their eyes opened. We should 
pray that they have their hearts softened. We should pray that they “fear the Lord,” for this “is the 
beginning of wisdom.”

“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, 
saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and 
his rider hath he thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and son, and he 
is become my salvation: he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation; my 

father’s God, and I will exalt him.”
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God’s Patience

In these chapters, we notice something incredible. We notice a people severely oppressed, 
delivered by the Lord, and then complaining time nd time again. Sad as it is, this spirit can at 
times arise in the hearts of God’s people. God is worthy of something other than complaining. Yet, 
is it not remarkable that God is faithful and steadfast in their weakness and wavering?

What does this reveal? It reveals that the deliverance that God’s people receive is never by 
their merit, but always by grace. How quickly the hand of the Lord is forgotten. Yet Moses speaks 
words of truth and comfort: “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he 
will show to you to day:...The LORD shall fight for you” (Exodus 14:13–14).

Moses’ faith is a faith in exercise. It is a faith that sees not the circumstances surrounding him, 
but the God whose hand is over the circumstances.

Review Questions

1. Pharaoh pursued the Israelites with _________________ choice chariots.
	 a. 30
	 b. 60
	 c. 300
	 d. 600

2. Pharaoh pursued the Israelites, he overtook them by the sea, beside _____________________.
	 a. Pi-hahiroth
	 b. Paphos
	 c. Penuel
	 d. Philistia
	 e. Phut

3. The Lord commanded _________________ to lift up the rod and stretch forth his hand that the 
sea may be divided.
	 a. Aaron
	 b. Phineas
	 c. Moses
	 d. Jambres

Exodus 15
4. “And __________________ the __________________, the _____________ of Aaron, took a 
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timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. And 

__________________ answered them, _________ ye to the ____________ for he hath triumphed 

___________________; the horse and his rider hath he _____________ into the sea.”

5. Match the place with the description
____ Shur		  a. The children of Israel went to this wilderness after crossing the Red Sea.
____ Marah		  b. The children of Israel were in this place when Moses struck the rock.
____ Elim		  c. At this place they found twelve wells of water.
____ Rephidim	 d. They found water there, but it was bitter.

6. The children of Israel ate manna in the wilderness for ______________ years.
	 a. 7
	 b. 24
	 c. 40
	 d. 144

7. In Rephidim, the Israelites fought the _________________.
	 a. Philistines
	 b. Canaanites
	 c. Perezites
	 d. Amalekites

Discussion Questions

1. In Exodus 14:19 to 20, we read of a piullar of cloud that came between the Egyptians and the 
Israelites. How did this cloud appear to the Egyptians, and how did it appear to the Israelites? How 
may this be compared to how believers and unbelievers view the gospel of God?

•	 Egyptians viewed the cloud ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

•	 Israelites viewed the cloud  ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

•	 Believers and Unbelievers see the gospel  ________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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2. After deliverance from Pharaoh, through the sea, what did the Israelites do? Why is this a good 
thing to do?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. In this section, there is a continual contrast in the attitude of the Israelites. For instance, in Ex-
odus 15, they sing songs of praise to God, saying “he is become my salvation;” and yet in chapter 
16, we find people murmuring “against Moses and Aaron.” Why is the murmuring against Moses 
and Aaron really a murmuring against God?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. In their need, God provided manna for the children to eat. Regarding this manna, Jesus says, 
“I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the 
bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and 
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:48–51). 
Compare the manna in the wilderness to Jesus Christ, the bread of life.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. In Exodus 17:12, we read of Aaron and Hur. Explain their role in this section. How may we be  
like Aaron and Hur?

•	 Their roles _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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•	 How we may be like them _____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


