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Lesson 110

Haggai Urges the Rebuilding of the Temple
Haggai, chapters 1 and 2

Memory Verse
“The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts.”
—Haggai 2:9

The Time of Haggai

In the Bible lesson about Ezra, we learned that after the Jews returned from captivity, they
eagerly began to rebuild the temple. However, hostile Samaritans were able to obtain a stop work
order from the Persian king, and the discouraged Jews returned to their homes. There, the task of
rebuilding their homes and farms soon took all their time and energy. Their farms became bigger,
and their houses fancier. However, as the years went by, it seemed to become harder and harder to
make ends meet. Less rain fell, and the harvests were poor. Prices went up, and the people’s money
seemed to evaporate. There was worry and anxiety everywhere. At this time, when the half-finished
temple had been abandoned for sixteen years, the Lord sent two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah,
to urge the leaders and the people of Judah to resume the work of rebuilding God’s house.

A Message from Heaven

In the two chapters of the prophecy of Haggai, we read four short sermons given in the space of
about five months. In the sermons, Haggai clearly laid out the people’s faults, and God’s demands.
Then we see an amazing response!

In his first sermon, Haggai told the people that the Lord had heard their excuses by which they
were trying to justify their neglect of God’s house. “Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying,
this people say, the time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built” (Haggai
1:2). So many other things swallowed up their time. But Haggai said, “Thus saith the LORD of
hosts; consider your ways.” What has been the result of all your hard work recently? “Ye looked
for much, and lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the
LORD of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house”
(Haggai 1:7, 9).

God blessed the words of his servant. We read that God stirred up the hearts of the leaders,
Joshua and Zerubbabel, and of the people. Everyone gathered together at the site of the temple, and
the work of building soon resumed. How glad Haggai must have been to see their response! “Then
spake Haggai the LORD’s messenger in the LORD’s message unto the people, saying, I am with



you, saith the LORD” (Haggai 1:13). Before, the Lord had been against his people because of their
misplaced priorities. Now he promised to be with them. What a great comfort! They did not need
to worry about their families, their fields, or their animals; God would provide.

Haggai Chapter 2

In the book of Ezra, we read how the Lord prospered the building of his house. The new King
Darius found the original work order from King Cyrus, and allowed the building to continue
unhindered, even providing funds from the king’s treasury. In Haggai chapter 2, God sends a
second message to encourage the builders.

Everyone realized that the second temple would be much smaller than the temple of Solomon,
which a few of the very old Jews still remembered seeing. Haggai may pass on a wonderful promise
however: “The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD of
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the LORD of hosts” (verse 9). This promise was
fulfilled when Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, the Lamb of God, entered this temple, the first time
as a baby of forty days old, then when he was twelve years old, and then during his public ministry.
What an encouragement this must have been for the builders! The stones they were laying may
not have been as big as the ones in Solomon’s temple, but the Messiah would walk on them! His
voice would resound over them, healing the sick and forgiving sins. Then, in Gethsemane and on
Golgotha, Christ would take the punishment for sin upon himself. This was the only way he could
reconcile guilty sinners with a holy God, and so making peace. If you have this peace, you have
all you will ever need! If you miss it, you miss everything. The Lord Jesus said, “In me ye might
have peace” (John 16:33).

Review Questions

1. Joshua and Zerubbabel were:
a. High priest and governor
b. Judge and governor
c. Priest and Levite

d. Scribe and king

2. What do we learn about Zerubbabel in Matthew 1:12?

3. When the people said, “The time is not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built”
(verse 2), what did God reply in verse 4? (fill in the blanks):
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for you, , to in your

,and lie




4. God said the people were becoming poor because: (Haggai 1:9-11)
a. God’s house was laying waste.
b. God called for a drought.
c. Their money bags had holes in them.
d. All of the above.

5. What did God challenge the people to do in Haggai 1:8?
“Go up to the , and bring ,and

the cand I will in it, and I will be
, saith the

6. How many days after Haggai’s sermon did Zerubbabel, Joshua and the people start building
the temple again? (Compare verse 1 and verse 15)

a. Three days

b. Seven days

c. Fifteen days

d. Twenty-three days

Discussion Questions

1. Which word do we read in Haggai 1:5, 1:7, 2:15, and 2:18? What do you think the Lord
wanted his people to think about carefully? Is there anything in your life which the Lord wants
you to reconsider?

2. How was the prophecy of Haggai 2:9 fulfilled?

3. Ancient kings wore signet rings which had the king’s emblem on it. Official documents were
sealed with wax and imprinted with the king’s ring. This gave the document royal authority. In
Jeremiah 22:24, what do you read about one of the last kings of Judah? What do you think this

means?




3. In Haggai 2:23, it says that the Lord had chosen Zerubbabel and would make him as his
signet. What do you think this means? How might this point to Christ?




