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Lesson 108
Habakkuk’s Questions, God’s Replies

Habakkuk, chapters 1 through 3

Memory Verse

—Habakkuk 3:2

“O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the 
midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.”

The Book of Habakkuk

When we begin to read the book of Habakkuk, we quickly notice a difference from the 
preceding book of Nahum. In his prophecy, Nahum directly passes on the word of the Lord which 
he received. He is a messenger with a “burden” and a “vision” (Nahum 1:1). His own thoughts and 
feelings are not relevant. Habakkuk on the other hand has many burning questions about what he 
sees around him, and about God’s message. We may read these questions, as well as God’s replies. 

Habakkuk prophesied during the time of the last five kings of Judah. We know from the books 
of Kings and Chronicles, and Jeremiah who prophesied around the same time, that this was a 
sad time for God’s people. Sins such as idolatry, Sabbath breaking, and covetousness were being 
practiced more and more openly. 

In his book, we discover that Habakkuk was a man with a tender conscience. Chapter 1 begins 
with Habakkuk crying out to the Lord about the sins and the injustice he saw all around him. Why 
did the Lord not intervene? It seemed that his inaction was emboldening sinners to go from bad 
to worse! “Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth 
compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth” (Habakkuk 1:4).

God’s Reply 

In chapter 1, verses 5 to 11, we read God’s reply to Habakkuk. God would surely punish 
sin, also the sins of his covenant people. The Lord told Habakkuk that he would “raise up the 
Chaldeans” (verse 6) to bring great destruction upon Judah. In 2 Peter 3:9–10, we read that God is 
long-suffering, “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come.” This day would be a dreadful one for the people of Judah who were 
blissfully living in false security.

When hearing this alarming news, Habakkuk’s tender heart trembled again, this time for his 
people. The Chaldeans were idol worshipers, wicked, and cruel. They would show no mercy. They 
would overrun and destroy the nation of Judah, the city of Jerusalem, and the temple of the Lord. 
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Would anyone survive? Was the Lord going to punish violence with more violence? Would the 
wickedness of Judah be punished by a nation even more wicked? Again Habakkuk turned to the 
Lord, wondering why God made man “as the fishes of the sea” (verse 14).

Chapter 2 

“I will stand up on my watch, and set me up on the tower, and will watch to see what he will 
say unto me,” Habakkuk says in chapter 2, verse 1, as he anxiously awaited God’s reply. In the rest 
of chapter 2, we read God’s answer to Habakkuk. First, God says that justice shall be done, not in 
Habakkuk’s timing, but in the Lord’s timing (verse 3). Then God tells Habakkuk that he must live 
by faith (verse 4). He must trust the Lord to work out all things for good to them that love God 
(Romans 8:28). In the rest of the chapter, God describes how the Chaldeans shall also be judged 
for their sins. “Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil 
thee; because of man’s blood” (Habakkuk 2:8).

Chapter 3

God showed Habakkuk a glimpse of his awesome power over his creation and over his 
creatures. In response, Habakkuk bowed his head and stammered, “In wrath remember mercy” 
(verse 2). Habakkuk confessed that he was overwhelmed by this vision of God’s majesty. “When I 
heard, my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice” (verse 16). But then Habakkuk suddenly 
felt so much of God’s love and favour that he concluded the book with a joyful shout of praise. His 
heart was filled with trust and faith in the God of his salvation, and his mouth was filled with praise 
(verses 17–19). He no longer needed to understand everything. One thing he knew: no matter how 
bad things would become, God would be his strength and joy. “Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ?” Paul cried out (Romans 8:35). Happy Habakkuk! May you too find this joy!

Review Questions

Chapter 1 and 2: TRUE or FALSE 
1. Habakkuk tells us where he was born, and whose son he is.		  _____
2. Habakkuk prophesied at the same time as Nahum				   _____
3. In verse three, Habakkuk complains about seeing six things.		  _____
4. The Lord would raise up the Assyrians to march through the land.	 _____
5. The enemy’s horses are compared to leopards, wolves and eagles.	 _____
6. God cannot behold evil and look upon iniquity.				    _____
7. The Chaldeans used angles, nets and drags to catch fish.			   _____
8. Habakkuk will stand upon the tower to watch for the enemies.		  _____
9. Chapter 2:4 says that the just shall live by his works.			   _____

Search the Scriptures

1.  Write down the five woes described in chapter 2. The first one is in verse 6.
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Woe to him ___________________________________________________

Woe to him ___________________________________________________

Woe to him ___________________________________________________

Woe unto him _________________________________________________

Woe unto him _________________________________________________

2. What wonderful promise do we read in Habakkuk 2:14?

“For the __________ shall be ___________ with the ______________ of the ___________ of 

the __________, as the __________ cover the _________.”

Discussion Questions

1. When people have questions about what is happening in the world around them, what are 
some places they go for answers? What is the best place to go? Have you ever had your questions 
answered there? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. In chapter 3:2, Habakkuk says, “O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid.” Should 
we fear God? If so, what kind of fear should we have toward God? What kind of fear should we  
not have? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. For a long time, the monk Martin Luther tried to make himself righteous before a just and holy 
God. He did everything the Roman Catholic Church prescribed, and more. He was very troubled, 
until he read Romans 1:17, where Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4, “The just shall live by faith.” 
Suddenly it was as if the gates of heaven swung open, and Luther walked through them into 
paradise. From that moment on, Luther was a new man. What did Luther suddenly understand, 
when he read this verse? 
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Paul quotes “the just shall live by faith” in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38. 
Why do you think this was one of Paul’s favourite texts? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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