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Lesson 101

Joel and the Day of the LORD
Joel, chapters 1 through 3

Memory Verse
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
your young men shall see visions.”

Joel 2:28

Who Was Joel?

The name Joel means “the LORD is God.” We know very little about the prophet Joel. We
read that his father’s name was Pethuel. We do not read when it was that Joel prophesied. Because
no names of kings are mentioned, some believe he prophesied during the time of queen Athaliah
and the high priest Jehoiada. Others believe he preached much later, after the Jews returned from
captivity.

A Dreadful Judgment

The prophecy of Joel begins with a vivid description of a dreadful scene. It is as if a hurricane
has swept across the land and destroyed everything. Nothing is left of the beautiful fields of wheat,
the vineyards, and the fruit trees. There is sorrow everywhere. Husbandmen and vinedressers are
astonished at the devastation. Priests mourn because people have no sacrifice to offer. The herds
and flocks and beasts of the field groan and cry unto God. Then Joel begins to describe what has
caused this destruction. A well organized army has overrun the country of Judah. There were so
many of them that they darkened the sunlight. They caused a dreadful sound like the rumbling of
thousands of chariots and the crackling of a huge fire. No amount of soldiers and armed guards
were able to stop the invaders from scaling the city walls, rushing through the streets and entering
people’s homes by thousands and millions. Who were they? The dreadful invaders who had caused
such destruction were huge swarms of locusts. Locust plagues struck fear and terror in the hearts of
people who experienced them. In two days, the locusts were able to destroy enough food for half
a million people. Before the swarms flew off, they laid millions of eggs which soon hatched, and
their larvae ate anything the locusts had left.

At the same time of the locust plague, there was a bad drought. A famine threatened the people
of Judah. It is no wonder that Joel cried out, “Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye
ministers of the altar...For the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of
your God” (Joel 1:13). Even the temple service, which pointed to Christ, could no longer continue.



The prophet Joel realized that this dreadful judgment foreshadowed an even greater judgment,
which is “the day of the LORD,” the judgment day when all the earth will be summoned for
judgment. This day will be ushered in by dreadful signs in the sky and in the earth. Joel called
out to the people of Judah, “The day of the Lord is great and very terrible; and who shall abide
it?” (Joel 2:11). Then Joel called out to his people, “Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn
ye even to me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil” (Joel 2:12 & 13).

A Great Restoration

God blessed the preaching of Joel. Suddenly the tone of the book of Joel changes. Upon the
people’s repentance, Joel begins to pronounce great blessings and precious promises. The enemy
shall be driven away. Gentle showers will come down upon the land, and the threshing floors and
the wine fats shall be filled to overflowing. Divinely inspired, Joel may look far in the future. In
Joel 2:28-32, we read a promise of a great pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. Peter, in
his sermon to the astonished Jews at Pentecost, leaves us in no doubt that the wonderful outpouring
of the Holy Spirit they were witnessing was the fulfillment of this prophecy. Thankfully, Pentecost
was only the beginning of the mighty works of the Holy Spirit among all nations. Now that we
have the complete Bible, the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God rather than dreams and visions to
renew hearts and minds of sinners. If you have ever heard God’s voice speaking to you from his
Word, you know that the effect is no less powerful!

Review Questions

1. In Joel 1:4, which insects are causing the devastation in the land of Judah?

b b b

2. In Joel 1:12, what plants were affected by the locusts and by the drought?

3. In the following verses, who is mourning because of God’s judgments?

Joel 1:5

Joel 1:9

Joel 1:11

Joel 1:18

4. What does Joel compare the locusts to in the following verses?_

Joel 2:4




Joel 2:5

Joel 2:7

Joel 2:9

5. In Joel 2:28, 29, who will be filled with the Holy Spirit? ,

b b b

6. Fill in the blanks (Joel 3:18):

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall new

, and the hills shall with , and all the rivers of Judah shall flow
with ,and a shall come forth of the of the
and shall the Valley of Shittim.”

Discussion Questions

1. What does Joel mean in chapter 2:13, when he says, “And rend your heart, and not your

garments”?

2. In Acts 2:16-21, Peter told the Jews that the words of Joel 2:28-32 were being fulfilled just
then.

-What was taking place in Acts 2?

-In what way were the prophecies of Joel fulfilled then?

-Which part of the texts does not seem to have been fulfilled at the time?




3. Compare Joel 3:13 and Revelation 14:15-19.

What is similar in these two verses?

What do these verses refer to?




