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Lesson 100
Hosea—The Minor Prophets

Hosea, chapters 1 through 13

Memory Verse

Hosea 2:23

“And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had 
not obtained mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my 

people; and they shall say, Thou art my God.” 

You have probably noticed that the order of the Old Testament Bible Lessons has not followed 
the exact order of the books in our Bible. After studying nine of the twelve books of history, 
we turned to the five major prophets. In these books, we learned about the final years and the 
destruction of the nation of Judah, and the captivity in Babylon. Then we went back to study the 
last three books of history, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, learning about the Jews’ return to the 
promised land. In this way, we followed the history of the children of Israel in chronological order.

The Minor Prophets 

The last group of books of the Old Testament are the twelve books of the minor prophets. They 
are called the minor prophets because they are shorter in length than the major prophets. The first 
nine books of the minor prophets were written before the captivity. The last three were written 
after the Jews had returned from captivity. Some minor prophets prophesied to the people of the 
ten tribes if Israel. Some prophesied to the nation of Judah. Some prophesied to heathen nations! 
The books of the minor prophets vary in length from fourteen chapters to only one chapter. Despite 
these differences, in each of these books we can read about man’s sin, God’s judgment, and God’s 
rich mercy in Christ. 

Hosea’s Marriage and God’s Marriage

Hosea, the first of the minor prophets, prophesied to the ten tribes if Israel not long before they 
were defeated by the Assyrians and led away into captivity. In Hosea 1:2, Hosea is instructed by 
the Lord to marry a harlot named Gomer. After bearing Hosea three children, Gomer runs away 
and ends up a slave. Hosea is instructed to go after her and buy her back again. These events in 
Hosea’s life were meant to be a vivid illustration to the people of Israel of their unfaithfulness to 
their God. They were sinking away in idolatry. Soon they would be slaves. Even the names of 
Hosea’s three children contained fearful warnings. The name Jezreel means “scattered.” The Lord 
would scatter the ten tribes, causing their kingdom to cease. The names Lo-ruhamah and Lo-ammi 
mean “No Mercy,” and “Not My People.” The people of Israel would soon taste the bitter fruits 
of their unfaithfulness. But what amazing promises do we read in the last verses of chapter one, 
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chapter two, and chapter three! The name Jezreel also means “to sow.” Notice this word in our 
memory text. The Lord would take the “Lo” off the names of the other two children. “No mercy” 
would become “Mercy;” and “Not My people” would become “Thou art My people.” God has 
chosen them and will purify them.

In the following chapters of the book, the sins and unfaithfulness of the people of Israel are 
vividly described. Because of their covenant with the Lord to be his people, their idolatry is nothing 
less than adultery. This must be punished. Since they have “sown the wind,” they must “reap the 
whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7). Yet, as a grieving husband, the Lord calls out, “O Ephraim, what shall I 
do unto thee?” (Hosea 6:4), and “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?” (Hosea 11:8). Almost 100 
times throughout the book of Hosea, God speaks in the first person, “I”. It is the Lord who will 
bring punishments upon the people. It is also the Lord who will have mercy upon his people as we 
read so beautifully in the final chapter of Hosea.

The Significance of Marriage

Hosea describes God’s relationship with his people in terms of marriage. From this we can 
learn the significance of marriage. Around the world today, marriage is under attack. Adultery, 
fatherlessness, homosexuality, and gender confusion all try to weaken the institution of marriage. 
In the book of Hosea, however, we see that the human marriage relationship is instituted by God to 
portray God’s relationship to his people. Just as a husband pledges to faithfully love and protect his 
wife, God has pledged to never leave or forsake his people. He has made this possible by sending 
his own Son to redeem them. The church is the chosen bride of Christ—see Revelation, chapters 
19 through 21. If you are chosen by God, you will be united to him forever! 

 

Review Questions

1. Hosea prophesied during the reign of which king of Israel? _________________ the son of 

______________.

2. What was the name of Hosea’s daughter? ___________________________

3. How much did Hosea need to pay to buy Gomer back? ____________________________

Look up the following comparisons.

4. In Hosea 3:1, to what does God compare Hosea’s love to Gomer?

_____________________________________________________________

5. In Hosea 6:4, what is Ephraim and Judah’s goodness compared to?

_____________________________________________________________
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6. In Hosea 6:9, what are the priests compared to?

_____________________________________________________________

7. In Hosea 9:10 and 10:1, what is Israel compared to?

_____________________________________________________________

8. In Hosea 13:3, Ephraim’s downfall is compared to what?

_____________________________________________________________

9. In Hosea 13:7–8, what animals portray God’s wrath?

_____________________________________________________________

10. In Hosea 14:5, what does God compare his mercy to?

_____________________________________________________________

11. In Hosea 14:5–7, to what does God compare the restored Israel?

_____________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions

1. The name Hosea and the name Jesus are the same in Hebrew. What does this name mean? How 

is Hosea a type of Christ in Hosea chapter 3? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What might be some reasons why the devil is attacking marriage so fiercely in our time? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. We do not serve golden calves or idols like Baal. In what way might you live a life of unfaithfulness 
to God, even though you might be an outwardly decent churchgoer? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What can you learn about Christ the Bridegroom in the following texts? 

5. Matthew 22, verses 2 & 3 ______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. Matthew 25, verses 1 & 2 ______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. 2 Corinthians 11:2 ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

8. Ephesians 5:25 _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
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